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	King High Remembers
	Al Shirley

	Al Shirley, now seventy-nine years old, was born in Kansas, December 18, 1923.  Shortly thereafter he moved with his father and mother to Indiana where he was raised.  When he was eleven years old, he worked as a blacksmith on a farm and helped moved stuck cars in blizzards for extra money.  He was seventeen and a senior in high school when he heard about the Pearl Harbor attack.  The news of Pearl Harbor angered Shirley so much, that he volunteered himself to the US Marines the very next day.  Because Mr. Shirley was only seventeen years old at the time, the government told him to finish high school first.  When Shirley was a freshman at Ball State University on a basketball scholarship, the Marines called him to help serve his country in World War II.  He was sent to boot camp in San Diego.  Shirley was in special training where he learned to be an amphibious reconnaissance intelligence agent. 
	In 1942, his outfit was shipped out, but Shirley had to stay behind because he spent too much time at the beach previously and was kept in the hospital due to severe sunburns and a twisted ankle.  Later on, after he was no longer “disabled,” he was sent to Honolulu where he caught up with the rest of his outfit.  The first and most memorable battle he was involved in was Saipan.  During this battle he went with his crew to make maps of gun installations.  Shirley and his crew gathered information for the assault forces, who would then take out the target.  While on the island, Shirley and a few men spotted some Japanese snipers.  They deflated their rudder boats to prevent the snipers from seeing them.  The Japanese snipers soon found the deflated boats in some bushes and were ready to kill them.  Shirley and his men had no other choice but to charge toward the snipers yelling and screaming to startle them first and bring confusion upon them.  Their plan was successfully accomplished, however they missed their rendezvous with the ship that was supposed to pick them up.  When the men had not made it back to their location, everyone had given up on them except for one person.  The skipper of the USS Gilman still had faith that Shirley and his crew were not dead, so the boat when back for them and sure enough found them the next day around 11:00 am.
	One battle that was significant to him was at Iwo Jima where the famous picture of the six soldiers struggling to put the American flag up was taken.  Al Shirley was one of the original soldiers who helped raise the flag up.  The original flag was about three feet long.  The photographer thought the flag was too small and wanted one more picture.  The skipper of the USS Gilman let the photographer borrow his flag for the picture.  Shirley wasn’t in the second picture however because while the picture was being taken, he protected those soldiers in the new photo from Japanese snipers.  His saddest moment was when he lost his good friend to a Japanese sniper that shot him when it was his turn to stand duty.  Shirley received the Silver Star for blasting a nest of Japanese soldiers that were going to attack a US tank, with only his BAR.
	After the war ended, Mr. Shirley was grateful to be back home.  Shirley’s girlfriend, who was with him before the war started, ended up leaving him for someone else.  He then met someone new, moved to California, and studied law in Los Angeles.  Today he currently is a Riverside blacksmith who loves spending time with his children and grandchildren.  Mr. Shirley has many things to say about the current political views of war.  He believes North Korea should be spending their money on food for their people rather than atomic weapons.  Al Shirley now feels that war means “our aggressive cruel to nature,” meaning that when there’s a war, we are mean to nature.  He also feels that September 11th had more of an affect on America than Pearl Harbor.  Al Shirley and the other men and women that fought for our country in World War II will never be forgotten nor unappreciated.  Shirley, who states, “ a country’s greatest natural resource is it’s young people,” wishes that future generations never forget how truly blessed they are, and how easy they “have it” compared to the past generations that fought for the freedom they have today. 

