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Albert Yoneo Mayeda, a World War II veteran, as well as a Japanese-American man, has a story and this story isn’t just about him going and fighting in the war but it is about a man trying to overcome his ethnicity and race. To be looked at as an American and not discriminated against because of his genetic makeup. In order to understand his story you must hear it. 
Albert’s mother and father were Japanese and they had lived in Japan all of their lives. His father and mother were forced to leave, when the government requested that his father join the Japanese armed forces and fight against America in World War II, his father objected and denied the offer. The Mayeda’s were then asked to leave their home in Japan and leave the only home they had ever known, Japan. The ultimatum that the Japanese government had given left them the only option to move to the United States of America. They had arrived in the United States through the west coast ports, at this point they settled in Dileno, California. His father began farming on his own farm. 
The war had begun when Japan struck Pearl Harbor in a sneak attack, killing thousands of our men, on December 7th 1941. After this action the whole Asian race was looked at differently by Americans, and definitely discriminated against (as a whole). The Japanese were looked at as the enemy and had to be moved from that area, so they were shipped off to different, desolate internment camps. Albert’s family was shipped away, Albert was allowed to remain because when his family went to America he signed up for the United States Armed Forces. Albert had signed up April 22nd 1941 prior to Pearl Harbor. So he did not have to go to the internment camp with his father, mother, 2 sisters, and brother to Poston, Arizona.
Albert had entered the army on April 22nd 1941 and did went into battle after Pearl Harbor was struck. Albert was sent out the day after, and he had to go into battle knowing he was fighting his native country, and the home that he would’ve had for the rest of his life if they had remained in Japan. Albert had to fire upon people, he had signed up at the age of 22 years and five months of age. When he began fighting he was shipped out along with 4,500 people in the 442nd infantry, to Europe and he was stationed mainly north of Rome, in Italy, Germany, and France. The division of the army he was part of was the 442nd infantry made up of 4,500 Asian males. 3,000 men were from Hawaii and 1,500 men were from different detention camps. The 442nd infantry was made up of Asian males in order to prove their loyalty to America, and to show the American Government that they loved one country and only one country, America. The 442nd infantry was infamous and Hollywood took the opportunity to take advantage of this aspect and make a motion picture out of this story. The movies title was “Go for Broke” a book with the same title was also written and published. 
In the army 442nd infantry, Albert was a staff sergeant district 39079766- company C. he was put in as part of the combat team as well. He was involved in 7 major military campaigns, there was many men lost in the 442nd, but only one lost in the squad that Albert was in 1st command over. His specialty in the 442nd was a pharmaceutical technician. In the infantry he was a leader as well as being distinguished in fighting for America.
During the battles that he saw, heard of, as well as participated in, he never believed it was scary even during the times that there were close calls. He went along with the unit, it was something that you had to do, because during that time it wasn’t a volunteer type thing- men between the ages of 18 and 29 years of age it was required that you signed up and fight in the army or any other one of the armed forces. Albert didn’t really learn anything that he took back with him , in fighting he didn’t feel bad about killing others it was a kill or be killed mentality, “if you didn’t kill them, they would kill you” 
Albert has many memories, all being very painful. The only thoughts that ran through his mind was that he was proving his loyalty to America and his love. He just wanted to prove that he would never do anything to harm or sabotage, the United States of America. Albert Mayeda does not think of himself as a hero even though he led his squad in the 442nd infantry to rescue the 36th division during the war their unit the 442nd infantry was referred to as the key unit of liberation,in Buyeres, France, when the Germans attacked. During his time in the army he kept in contact with his family through occasional letters, no one else from his family has ever been in the armed forces besides him. Albert feels as whole they are all heroes.  Albert is very proud of himself and all of the men that served in the 442nd infantry that he was able to prove himself to his country as a loyal and dedicated Japanese-American. After the war had subdued, Albert left the 442nd and joined up with the 2nd division he remained there for 2 years. Then the United States government requested that Albert go to Korea as 2nd in command of the 2nd division, but Albert wanted to go home so he declined and was honorably discharged, with several medals. Some of the medals that he obtained were, an American defense medal, good conduct medal, an E.A.M.E. ribbon, distinguished unit badge, and service stars for Rhineland. Once he was out America really hadn’t changed all that much there was a better life for his family and him. He felt lucky to come home and out of the war without a scratch. Afterwards he went to trade school in Chicago for a couple of years, then returned to California, riverside where his father owned a farm.
Albert Yoneo Mayeda is a veteran who showed great courage and compassion, and who loves his country and respects it greatly. Albert has no regrets only pride.

