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Anthony Acevedo

	Anthony Acevedo’s position in World War II was a Surgical Technician. Mr. Acevedo was ranked in Corporal 270th and in 275th Regiment. When he was drafted into the war he was only 19 years old. When he was drafted he was willing to go.
	Born in San Bernardino, California on July 1,1924. Mr. Acevedo parents moved to Mexico from the United States of America during the Depression. They moved back to Mexico in 1937. He went to Poly Tech. in Mexico to study medicine. When he went to Poly they went to school all day; the school hours were 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.  After going to Poly Tech. in Mexico he came back to the United States of America and went to Pasadena City College for a semester in 1943, before he got drafted into the Army.
	When he first went into the service in 1943, he was sent to the infantry to fight. He wanted to become a medic. The training school that he went to was in Oregon. The training was 9 to 10 hours a day for 4 months. During the training they had to learn how to go through wires, mud and walls. The training seems like it was jungle training. After his training in Oregon, he went to Marseille, France for combat. This is where he would see combat for the first time. When they were in Marseilles they would sleep in tents, it was extremely cold out. Later 
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they found out that it was the coolest it has ever been in 100 years. Neither the troops nor the medics had equipment for winter. Another place for battle they went to was Lyon, France. When the soldiers were on their way to Lyon they took a train. The entire time to Lyon the soldiers kept telling him to drop his duffle bag, but he did not! Good thing that he did not drop his bag because he got shot at by a German solider and hit the duffle bag, which saved his life.
	As a medic, Mr. Acevedo saved many lives and saw many lives were lost in his arms. One man that he helped saved was a captain. When wounds were not that serious he would rap them up with butterfly band-aids. 
When they were in the camp, and he wanted to treat a follow solider, the Germans would beat him for that. They would ask them for supplies and medicine and the Germans would not provide them with any. One of the times he got beaten by the Germans he lost feeling in his arms and fingers.
	On January 6, 1945 when Mr. Acevedo was captured at the Battle of the Bulge he was one of 40,000 P.O.W.’s, when they captured. When they captured him he weighed 149 pounds and when he got out he only weighed 87 pounds. He was sent to the prisoner camp Bad Orb-Stalag 9B, historically the worst prison camp of the war. The soldiers weighed this much because they did not or rarely ate and when they would eat they would get sick. They had to take their boots off to walk to the trucks, and then to the trains. The food that they got was not the best; they got soup, but the soup was made out of cats and rats. They had a stinky tea, “the tea was like dry grass, which we could wash our face with,” 
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said Mr. Acevedo. The Germans would lock the doors with chains so that the soldiers could not escape. 
Gestapo Field Marshall, walks in with three SS troops, all three of the machine guns pointing everywhere. Mr. Marshall had singled out Mr. Acevedo and motioned to him, to follow. So he did, but he was scared of the guy. Mr. Gestapo took him to another room and started to integrate him. Mr. Acevedo said, “ He knew more about me then I know about myself.”  If Mr. Acevedo said something that Gestapo did not like, he would torture him with needles in his fingernails. Finally after a while they gave up and let him go.
	The Germans soldiers had sent them on a Death March. Many of the soldiers were dying on the way. Soldiers were being marched up the road with machine guns firing to scare them so they would not escape, and make it to seem that it was an ambush. Even though there were soldiers watching you, some tried to escape.
In the camp that they were staying at, the Germans told them that the next camp was a beautiful place. It was everything but beautiful. The showers were outside of the buildings. The shower could be switch from water to gas in a matter of seconds; they would also have a flame that came out. On their way to this “new” camp they had to stand up for 5 days straight, in the train. If the had to go to the restroom they would have to go right there. When they went to bed they would have to take their clothes off. He was in charge of gathering the clothes and putting them in the shack to guarantee them not to escape.
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For Mr. Acevedo’s service in World War II, he received Decorations, Medals, Badges, Commendation and Campaign Ribbons awarded: Bronze Star with 3 service stars and German clasp, Purple Heart, Victory Ribbon, Combat Medical Badge, Good Conduct Medal, American Theater, European, African, Middle Eastern Theater of Operations Ribbon with 3 bronze stars, Prisoner of War Ribbon, Belgium Merit of Honor Award Campaigns: Ardennes Campaign, Rhineland Campaign, Central Europe Campaign.
Mr. Acevedo was a medic that saved many lives and saw many lost in his arms. We would like to give Mr. Acevedo a Thank You for serving his country during World War II, and sharing your stories with us.


