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Colonel Christian Luecke
Colonel Christian Luecke is one of the many great men who have served the United States of America. Colonel Luecke served during World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. In World War II, he was a bombardier navigator in B-29's in the air offensive against Japan. During Korea he was still in B-29's, but later transferred to B-47's, Colonel Luecke was also in Strategic Air Command. In Vietnam, he was the Chief of the Tanker Task Force for Strategic Air command. He spent thirty years in the service; two in the army and twenty-eight in the Air Force. Through these various positions he was able to gain a better perspective on his country, the world, and war. 
Christian Luecke was born in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and lived there until he was drafted in 1941, after that he never lived there again. Before Pearl Harbor, he served in the U.S. Infantry for two years. His first post was at Fort Lewis Washington, where he served in the 3rd infantry division, under the commander named General Patton. In December of 1941, Colonel Luecke was on leave in Seattle when he heard about Pearl Harbor and was told to report back to Fort Lewis. In 1942, he was sent to Officer's Candidate school in Georgia where he was commissioned to 2nd Lieutenant. Finally, in 1943, he applied for and was allowed to transfer to the Army Air Force. After finishing Army Air Force training, he first flew on B-17's and anti-submarine patrol over the south Atlantic. His unit was later converted into B-29's, which was the larger airplane. After he completed training for that, he went to Guam for the war against Japan. 
While Colonel Luecke was in the Pacific Theater, he became very familiar with the mission to drop the atomic bomb. He believes that if the bomb hadn't been dropped, the war would have probably gone on for several years and if we had invaded Japan with ground forces we would have probably have had hundreds of thousands of casualties. Colonel Luecke believes that the dropping of the atomic bomb was completely necessary, "sometimes weapons of mass destruction are the only ingredients an enemy will understand," he said. When World War II ended in August of 1945, he was very pleased, and was actually on a mission to drop bombs in Japan when he heard that the war had ended. After World War II had ended, he got out of the service and never thought he'd be in the uniform again. 
After World War II, he moved to San Diego with his wife, whom he had married in 1943. He was working for the San Diego Paint and Glass Company when one day he saw an "extra" going around the store he managed that informed him of the war in Korea, in 1951. The same year that he received a telegram from the president saying that he had been called back to active duty. He did not see combat in Korea because he was never selected to go into warfare. Even though he didn't see action, he had a very close connection to Korea because the Navigator and Radar Operator from his World War II crew were sent there, unfortunately they both died while serving there. 
Not much was said about Vietnam, but it was clear that the American public did not support the war; in fact, Colonel Luecke was shocked that people protested the war. When Colonel Luecke got off the plane in San Francisco after the war, he was spit on by a woman and called a "baby killer". According to Colonel Luecke, the Vietnam War was very difficult to fight in because the military was never able to conduct the war. The military had to get permission from the White House, which caused a thirty-six to forty-eight hour delay; this was a major inconvenience for our military. 
In addition to serving the United States, Colonel Luecke was able to acquire a bachelor's degree in Political Science from the University of Nebraska, and a Masters degree in International Relations from the University of Southern California. As well as obtaining a good education from school, he learned a lot from the time he spent in the service. From his education in the service, he learned that " War is only used when diplomacy fails." From his involvement in the Cold War, he learned about communism, he said," It sounds great, but does not work." He even admits that democracy is difficult, but is the best example of how to run a country that this world has known. When asked about his opinions of Hitler, Tojo, and Mussolini, Colonel Leucke simply says, "history will prove that Hitler and Mussolini were mad men" with a deranged sense of power, and they were after the entire world, while Tojo was only looking out for Japan. During his time overseas, he was also able to learn a lot about European, African, and Asian cultures. 
Like anyone involved in any war, his best memories were of when the war ended, but with the good, also comes the bad. His worst memories of war were when he was being shot at, shot up, and knowing that some of his dearest and closest friends were dying. Another terrible memory included a story about a fellow bombardier, and a close friend being shot down over Japan, and taken prisoner. When the Japanese discovered that he was a bombardier, they beheaded him, for anyone this would be a terrible memory, and something that would never be forgotten. He also included the very scary feeling that comes over you when you hear over the radio that the enemy is locked on to you, tracking you with their radar, and getting ready to shoot. On over half of his missions, there was severe anti-aircraft fire, usually while on daytime missions. From his missions and time in the service, Colonel Luecke received numerous decorations, Distinguished Flying Cross, a Bronze Star medal, and Air medal. Through everything he had to endure during his service, he never forgot his family. The thought of returning home, and his Christian faith kept him happy and optimistic through each mission. 
Now, as he compares the past to the present, he says that each generation goes through hardships, and shouldn't be classified with different names. His generation wasn't necessarily the best, although when he served he says that the style of leadership he was under was very effective. When he compares December 7, 1941 to September 11, 2001, he says that both were unexpected, but both united the country. He admits that, now, technology and equipment is much more advanced, but love of country and love of God is still strong. His faith mainly helped him overcome adversity, and he still has strong feelings about communism and the present situation in Iraq. Through every mission, and everyday in the service, he served America proudly; he has no regrets and was very glad to have served. Christian Luecke is a brave man, with very admirable qualities. He has a strong love of God, family, and country, we could all learn something from him.


