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DALE BLANK
	A true hero, private, and veteran of world war, there is much pride and respect for Dale Blank. Mr. Blank is 78 years of age. He wanted to join the army at 17 because all his friends and two brothers joined, but his mother wouldn’t sign the papers. He waited until he turned eight- teen then he dropped out his senior year and joined the service.
	Dale went to North Africa where he received training in artillery (7th army division), and also received training for the demolition in Italy (5th army division), and joined the 83rd chemical mortar. On August 15, 1944 the 5th army invaded Rome. His commander was General Mark Clark and they took 80,000 Germans. He was in the seven months of combat and was known as the “troublemaker” who wanted to do things his way. The day before he was captured as a prisoner of was he got a 30- caliber shot is his leg. Luckily he managed to get it out and to this day he wished he would of saved the bullet.
	Dale and 200 other men in his troop were supposed to make an easy invasion in the Alps of the mountains in Reganberg between Italy and France. Their goal was to take over the position of infantry outfit by taking over the highest fort. When they woke up the next morning they were surrounded by German soldiers. 35 were taken captive, including Dale. “I was scared and didn’t know what was going to happen.” Explained Dale.
	As prisoners of war the Germans wouldn’t allow them to mark their location as P.O.W., so American planes would fly over and attack them often not knowing their own men were there. One thing Dale thought was funny was on one occasion when the American planes attacked them, 3 of the prisoners went to duck for cover and had no where to go so they made a “toilet fall,” head first into all the soldiers waste. Dales happiest memory throughout the war was getting released from the prison camp. His worst memory was at prison camp when three little kids found a shell and threw it in the fire and exploded. Dale ran to save the boys, but when he got there one had blown off his fingers and the others lay unconscious on the floor. Dale saw a lot of serious injuries and deaths throughout the war. He explained that at one point in Dachu he saw hundreds of dead bodies stacked one on top of the other. “Up to that point I didn’t realize what we were fighting, but when I saw those bodies, I knew exactly what we were fighting we were fighting a monster,” said Dale.
	When Mr. Blank first heard about the attack on Pearl Harbor he replied, “Where is Pearl Harbor?” He also added, “No one knew where it was or what it was, but when we found out it was part of America, we instantly wanted to fight back.” Mr. Blank also believes the leadership you serve under is very important. “They are the ones whose decisions cause you to live or die.” He also says, “everyone has more in them then they think. Have faith in yourself and be true. That is the only way to overcome adversity.” Dale also believes that the dropping of the atomic bomb on Nagasaki and Hiroshima was a good idea. “ I would of dropped more it were up to me.” Dale believes there are many comparisons to December 7, 1941 and September 11, 2001. “They both brought the country together, its glue that holds us together.”
	During the war Dale came in contact with a woman and they began writing letters to each other. Soon they were married. After the war Dale did many things. His most favorite occupation he held was as ironworker and he also formed the P.O.W. chapter. This group formed with the veterans that were prisoners of war.
	In all, Blank thanked very much for sharing his deepest stories and feelings about his life in the war. He is a kind person we are lucky to have and we pay respects to him and all the veterans that fought for our country. Mr. Blank’s achievements allowed him to acquire the Purple Heart, European and American theatre of operation, P.O.W. award; two conduct medals, and the presidential citation. Thank you Mr. Dale Blank for the contribution you made to our country, if it wasn’t for you and all the other men and woman, we wouldn’t be able to live and achieve what we can today.


