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	Dan Jackman is one of our country’s most respected men, serving the US in three wars.  Jackman felt his duties were served in the Korean War, and Vietnam, but he was also a service man during World War II.  Jackman is a self-proclaimed “professional marine” because he truly loved his job.  His work ethic speaks volumes in support of his professionalism, as he never arrived late for duty in twenty-one years of service from enlistment in 1946 to retirement in 1968.
	A ranch in southern Utah is where Dan Jackman spent his childhood years, living in tranquility amongst the rugged wilderness.  He attended West High School in Salt lake City and three weeks prior to his 17th birthday, Dan Jackman signed up for the United States Marine Corps.  As the Hiroshima and Nagasaki incidents had already passed, Dan Jackman felt that the US had done the right thing, as they saved many more lives than they ended, and he excitedly signed up for duty.  Ironically enough, he departed for boot camp and sea school in San Diego, California on his 17th birthday.  Upon completion of training in San Diego, Mr. Jackman set off for Europe, where he would hold positions as anti-aircraft gunner and squad leader.  Already many months after the atomic bombs had been dropped on Japan; Mr. Jackman basically served duty on the USS Manchester Cruiser Light-83, which was situated in the Mediterranean.  He also saw duty as a fire team leader, a machine gunner, as well as a marine escort.  As a marine escort, Mr. Jackman had the honor of seeing two presidents to safety as well as having the enjoyment of escorting Miss America.
	After completing his duty in World War II, Jackman prepared for his second tour of wartime duty in Korea.  Mr. Jackman served as a machine gun squad leader for “Chesty Puller’s Boys” (Col. Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller was the most decorated marine in the history of the Marine Corps) where he traveled furiously and saw battles in much of the Korean countryside. Some of his locations included Inchon, Yong-Dong-Po, Seoul, Kojo, Majon-ni, and the Chosin Reservoir.  As a part of Operation Killer, Dan Jackman was meritoriously promoted to Sergeant.  Also, he received three Purple Hearts during his Korean tenure.  These medals were attained while on Hill 1081 and during action at Horseshoe Ridge.  Subsequently, his wounds at Horseshoe Ridge were unfortunately very severe and he was evacuated to the US.  Upon arrival on American soil, Jackman spent 10 grueling months at the US Navy Hospital at Mare Island in California.  Nearly losing his arm in this debilitating injury, Jackman recovered and rehabilitated and finally was discharged in 1952 with the rank of Staff Sergeant receiving 40% disability compensation.  He feels that the current situation with Korea is simply a threat and nothing more, as they would most likely never act on any nuclear weapons they may have.
	In 1953, Mr. Jackman waived his disability and enlisted in the United States Marine Corps Reserve, where he was assigned as an Infantry Unit Leader for the 21st rifle company.  Then, in ’55, he became an instructor at NROTC for the University of Utah.  After leaving Utah, Jackman traveled back to California to become a Senior Drill Instructor and train recruits in San Diego.  Amazingly, just two years into his task as instructor, Dan Jackman of Utah was prestigiously selected as Marine Corps Drill Instructor of the year for 1958.  Afterwards, Mr. Jackman experienced many different roles such as platoon leader, where he headed flame-thrower and anti-tank platoons and finally changed directions in 1960.  In changing his outlook, Mr. Jackman strayed away from being battle-oriented and switched to the teaching aspect, as he established a General Military Subjects School for 1st service Bn.
	In 1965, Dan Jackman aided his country in his third and final war: Viet Nam.  He was a Company Gunnery Sergeant and 1st Sergeant for a marine rifle company and was part of amphibious operations in Viet Nam.  The amphibious landings were utilized on missions such as Operation Double Eagle I, Double Eagle II, Utah, Texas, Iowa, Hot Springs, and Wyoming.  Mr. Jackman also gained two more Purple Hearts during the Utah Operation.  After completing these missions, Dan Jackman retired in 1968.
	Upon completion of his Military service, 1st Sgt. Jackman had accumulated numerous ribbons and decorations.  These accomplishments include a Purple Heart with 4 gold stars, a Combat action ribbon with one gold star, a Navy Presidential Unit Citation with 4 bronze stars, a Navy Unit Citation, a Navy Meritorious Unit Com., a WWII Victory Medal, a WWII Navy Occupational Medal with Europe and Asia Clasps, a Korean War Service Medal with 5 campaigns, an Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, a  Viet Nam Service Medal with three stars, a UN Medal, a Korean Presidential Unit Citation 2nd award and a Viet Nam Cross of Gallantry.  Now a retired serviceman, Dan Jackman currently lives with his wife Joanna in Victorville.

