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				Sargent Gabriel Valenzuela
	“I proudly state on behalf of all the veterans and current soldiers, ‘We served with pride and would do it again’.” This quote was written by Gabriel Valenzuela and shows that he, along with every soldier that has served, will always be willing and ready to serve our great country with pride and honor. 
	Sargent Gabriel Valenzuela was born in El Paso, Texas in 1929. During his childhood he was in the Boy Scouts of America and attended Burleson Grammar School. He also served in the El Paso National Guard and ended up graduating from Ysleta High School at the age of seventeen. After he graduated he moved to East L.A. with a friend. While in East L.A. he met his future wife, Gloria but did not marry her until five years later. Later when he was in the Army, Gabriel carved the name of his future wife into his M-1 rifle. 
	He was drafted at the age of twenty one to join the 24th single division. He stated that after being drafted he felt “good, bad and scared all at the same time.” When he was starting out, Gabriel and his buddies were sent to Fort Ord, California for fourteen weeks of training. Training was not in the least bit hard and in the end he really did not learn much there.
	After training many of his friends were shipped out to Germany. Gabriel ended up being immediately shipped to South Korea. The soldiers were put on a ship meant for cattle and were shipped from San Francisco, California  to Yokohama, Japan. In the nineteen days that it took to get to Japan, Gabriel got seasick for seventeen of those days and could only eat boiled eggs and crackers. When they finally got to Japan they only ended up staying their for three days. They then packed up and were shipped to South Korea. He finally made it by boat to Inchon Harbor in South Korea. From there they boarded a train and went to the little town called Pyeonytack . From there they ended up going to Suwon, Anson and finally they reached Seoul.
	Gabriel ended up spending two years in South Korea doing Radio Communications by Mores code to air planes. He served under General Douglas MacArthur and their job was to keep communism from spreading. “General MacArthur was the best general ever,” said Gabriel as we talked about why he was fired by President Harry S. Truman. General MacArthur wanted to go past the 38th parallel but President Truman wanted to stop. MacArthur ended up getting to the 38th parallel but never crossing it. Mr. Valenzuela agreed with General MacArthur and said that “when you are a general and you are winning you want to do things your way.” Even though he did not agree with Truman on this matter he still thought that he was “an OK president.”
	While in Korea , Gabriel had some memories from little towns that he can still vividly remember today. One memory was of small children playing outside in 67 degrees below zero weather while not wearing enough clothing. Also he remembers that the small children would eat out of the trash cans that the soldiers threw their trash in. These scraps of food were usually covered in maggots by the time that the children ate them.
	He later was sent back to Japan for half a year, where he had to learn to speak Japanese. Gabriel and his buddies went to different houses to learn how to speak the language. He used to try to find words that resembled his native Spanish language and that made it easier to learn. His good friend, Mike Mordeci, used to speak fluent Japanese and when he did all the Japanese people though that he was a spy because he was so good. Trying to learn how to speak Japanese was one of the funny moments about the war that Gabriel remembers. Another funny thing was that he did not like to eat sushi. So Gabriel and his friends found a small hamburger place which served delicious hamburgers. They ate there for awhile until they found out that the meat was made out of dog meat! Needless to say they never ate there again. 
	Gabriel Valenzuela spent 2 and a half years in the United States Army and when he was done he came back home and married his long time girlfriend, Gloria. He then decided that he was going to go to college. The first college that he went to was Long Beach City College in which he stayed there for two years before going to Cerritos Community College for another two years. He then went to West Coast University for four years where he got his degree in Electrical Engineering. “Get an education and you got it made,” is something that Gabriel believes very strongly in. While going to college Gabriel was also trying to support his family which consisted of his wife Gloria and his five children. He and his family had lived in Norwalk for 43 years before moving to Riverside. Gabriel’s major job that he remembers the most was when he worked with NASA. Gabriel along with many other people were the ones to send the spaceship Challenger up to orbit. Unfortunately it blew up only seconds after launching. After hearing about the Challenger disaster, Gabriel along with many other people believe that the Challenger had no business being launched when it wasn’t ready.
	Gabriel Valenzuela now resides in Riverside, California with his wife of 54 years. They have five children who have become very successful and have sixteen wonderful grandchildren. In his spare time he likes to restore old cars. His favorite one is the 1929 model A Ford that he owns. When asked what he thought about the outcome of the Korean war he said that the out come was good because it stopped communism and he also said that all the people who think that the Korean war was a forgotten war “don’t know what they are talking about.” Even though the Korean war has been over for some time Gabriel still can remember some of the harsh things and how lucky we are to live in America. “There is nothing more precious then freedom,” says Gabriel. That still stands true to this very day.
