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Mr. Gaetano Zazzaro

	The Vietnam War was in fact an arduous and winding battle fought between the Communists of North Vietnam and the Democrats of South Vietnam, who were aided by the United States Military.  The Americans fought in this war to prevent communism from spreading and to also preserve the freedom of South Vietnam.  The unsuccessful results of the war unfortunately led to some American people failing to recognize and give credit to those men and women who fought and helped to protect our country.  Mr. Gaetano Zazzaro was one of the men who served the United States in the Vietnam War.
Gaetano Zazzaro was born on August 2, 1936, on a farm in New Jersey.  He was the only boy out of six children.  Mr. Zazzaro attended Paterson Technology Trade School.  Paterson offered a variety of different classes including auto-mechanics, mechanics, carpentry, and social studies.  In 1954, Mr. Zazzaro graduated from this high school and enlisted in the Navy, but was put onto a four to five month waiting list.  While waiting to get off the waiting list, he worked as an auto-mechanic for his father.  In May of 1954, he was called to active duty.  
Right away Mr. Zazzaro was sent to Maryland for training.  He wanted to become an aircraft mechanic, but he did not meet the requirements so he became aviation boatswain’s mate.  After attending various Aviation Schools at Norman, Oklahoma and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania he reported aboard the USS Point Cruz CVE 119 in 1955, which was a very old ship, as an aircraft refueler.  After a short tour, he received orders to report aboard the USS Salisbury Sound AV 13 and was assigned as an aircraft handler and a pump room and fuel filter operator.  In November of 1957, he reported aboard the USS Lexington, and he was an aircraft refueler and a pump room and fueler filter operator. In August of 1958, Mr. Zazzaro went on Patrol Squadron #4 in Okinawa, Japan, in which he was the aircraft-refueling supervisor. 
Then, Mr. Zazzaro went onto the USS Yorktown in April of 1960, where he was the Catapult and Arresting Chief, Aircraft-Landing Officer, and he operated and maintained the port catapult for the launching of the aircraft.  While in San Diego on the USS Yorktown, he witnessed a plane that crashed into the water, but, thankfully, there were no deaths. Mr. Zazzaro then went back to Okinawa in January of 1962, and he was the Aviation Fuel Branch Supervisor and he commissioned the new Fuel Tank Farm.  
Afterwards, in September of 1963, he went to the USS Constellation where he was the aviation fuels division leading petty officer and he designed the priming system for the ships forward JP-5 transfer pumps.   Also in 1963, Mr. Zazzaro, and the USS Constellation, went out to sea. He found out that the fuel system was only twenty-five percent operative and the chief told him to take over.  He had to investigate what was wrong, and he found out that someone put a couple of parts on wrong.  They had shoved these parts on with a hammer, instead of carefully putting them in place, and there were also the wrong gaskets. Also, President Johnson and the Secretary of Defense, Robert McNamara, would not give the United States Navy much money to fix problems and were giving all the money to the people who were actually in Vietnam.  So, Mr. Zazzaro had to fix the fuel system on a tight budget, which is exactly what he did. 
While on the USS Constellation, they were stationed in the Gulf of Tonkin. While in the Gulf of Tonkin, in 1964, Vietnamese P.T. boats attacked the USS Maddox, a small destroyer.  The US fought back with air strikes that destroyed two planes and eight boats.  Mr. Zazzaro, and the rest of the crew of the USS Constellation, was ordered to commence bombings.  They did as told and commenced twelve-hour bombing shifts on Vietnam.  
After the Constellation, in January of 1965, Mr. Zazzaro went to Beeville, Texas Training Facility for New Aircraft Pilots. He was assigned to the Air Base Fuel Farm, along with five other sailors under him.  During his short tour he became deeply involved in teaching the sailors under him about Aviation Fuel Systems. He also received a “Sailor of the Month” award. Mr. Zazzaro was only in Texas for one year when he left his wife and son to go to Cubi Point in the Philippines, in June of 1966.  Prior to reporting aboard the USS Hancock CVA-19, he attended Aviation Fuels Class “C” school at Lakehurst, New Jersey.
In August of 1967, Mr. Zazzaro reported to the USS Hancock. Here one plane exploded on deck and, unfortunately, they lost a pilot. While on the USS Hancock he received the Navy Achievement Medal. He also went into Atsugi, Japan, in September of 1969, where he was the leading Fuels Maintenance Supervisor. From Atsugi he went to Yokosuka, Japan, and from there he went to Tsurumi, Japan. For his outstanding leadership, technical support and service at the Tsurumi Fuel Facility Japan, Mr. Zazzaro received the “Navy Commendation Medal.” He was then assigned to the USS Okinawa in October of 1972. He was appointed the Chief Master at Arms Senior Enlisted Advisor, and after Officer Routine Ship Inspections he also assisted the Executive Officer. 
Mr. Zazzaro retired form the Navy in September 1974, as a Master Chief Petty Officer, while the war was still going on.  He states, “ I never once mentioned that I was a Vietnam Vet…not that I was ashamed, but because I just didn’t want to talk about it.” After the Navy he worked at a shipyard in San Pedro, California. He retired from the shipyard in 1989 and began to work at the B-2 bomber site in Palmdale, California, and he retired in 1998.  Now, Mr. Zazzaro works as a handy man and he has a wonderful family consisting of two daughters, one son, and a loving wife. 
Mr. Zazzaro strongly remembers two people from his experience in the Navy.  One of those people is Captain Thomas Moore of the USS Salisbury, and he believed he was a wonderful Captain and a great man.  The other man was Captain Greer of the USS Hancock.  Mr. Zazzaro believed he was an outstanding Captain and had a great influence on the crew and himself.  Mr. Zazzaro believed that his experience in the Navy was both a positive and beneficial one.  It was a positive one because he got to understand how the Navy operates, both in operations and in personnel.   It was a beneficial one because he learned various trades and found confidence in himself that helped him mature greatly.  
Mr. Zazzaro believes that the Vietnam War was a very high priced war.  It cost America its best men, the hard work of many dedicated citizens, and a large amount of money. He believes that the United States had no business getting in the war and that the United States should have never provided France with the money to keep Indo-China in the first place. He also stated that he would have to agree with anyone that said, “No more Vietnams,” because the United States was not prepared and he said, “We shouldn’t have another Vietnam.” 
Mr.Zazzaro’s feelings about September 11, 2001, are full of sadness, just like every other American. “It should have never happened,” he says, “Clinton had a chance to stop Bin Ladin, but he didn’t.  If he would have went in with force it would have eliminated the attack and the lives lost. We opened our gates and terrorists came in. Will there be another attack I don’t know, but we have to close our borders, we have to tighten up.” Mr. Zazzaro’s opinion on the war in Iraq is shown when he states, “Iraq is turning into another Vietnam War and the sooner we get out the better.”  
Mr. Zazzaro is wonderful, comical gentlemen and is a great contributor to the Vietnam War. He spent twenty years in the United States Navy, and is very pleased with his experience during that time. He was recognized for his outstanding efforts during the war by his fellow crewmembers, and is recognized for them now by the students. 

