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The Biography Of George Epperson

George Epperson, a Korean War Veteran in rank as an officer inspector general, has had such an exciting experience as a Koran Veteran. Some of his experiences included tragedies and death, and also meeting people and seeing different places. Born on May 22, 1918 in Klamath Falls, Oregon as an only child. Mr. Epperson had a good childhood. George Epperson graduated from Klamath Falls High School in 1936. After graduating high school, he joined the military till 1946 and was part of the Army Air Corp. He then went to Oregon State College. He enrolled in the ROTC program, which taught you part of basic training. "You had to march, learn the rifle, make your bed, etc." he recollected. While he was a senior in college, he met his wife and got happily married. He was in a fraternity and all of his fraternity brothers were joining the army. Therefore, he decided he wanted to join also. He said "Everyone else is joining, why not me!" He exclaimed. He also quoted "My country needs me." George Epperson and his fraternity brothers had entered the Second World War.

When asked about the Second World War, Mr. Epperson stated that, "the war involved the whole world." He said, "War was fought for one main reason…Natural resources." Mr. Epperson went to army intelligence school. In 1946, Mr. Epperson was stationed in England and was a Wing Intelligence Officer. His job was to "Get to know your enemy" When a man returned, they had to report everything. If they were shot at, or if they became prisoners of war, they would have to teach the men how to escape. "We had to learn new strategies and also the enemies strategies." He remembered, "It was a dangerous time." There was a time when we were so close to launching the atomic bomb. "My wife knew that if the phone rang and I said "Go", that meant to get the kids from school, and drive as far west as possible." He said, "I don’t think people knew how close we were to launching the bomb." Once the war was over, he became a Military Police Officer in England. He recalled one time, when he was right across the street from Buckingham Palace. Buzz bombs started to drop from the sky and he was so scared. "It scared the hell out of me!" He said. He stayed in the intelligence career and went back to Oregon state College where he then received a degree in Naval Science.

According to Mr. Epperson, the Korean War was " a well planned and well executed sneak attack." "The reason the war took place was because we had cut off their oil supply and they ended up wanting more territory." The Northern and Southern Koreans fought the Korean War at first until the United States got involved. While in Korea, Mr. Epperson was a Senior Intelligence Advisor for the Korean Air Force. He said, "The air force treated me good." He really enjoyed his position in Korea. Later, he served in the Pentagon for 5 years as an Executive Officer of defense.

When asked what he felt about Hitler, Mussolini, and Tojo, Mr. Epperson had plenty to say. "Hitler was a genius who had surrounded himself with ruthless people. Germany had to rise, but his power lasted for twelve years. Now Mussolini was a fascist, he was admired by Linen until they had a falling out. In a way, he was comparable to Hitler. They invaded Ethiopia, but they waited until Germany conquered Poland. Tojo was just a militarist who hated America."

In his later years, Mr. Epperson had transferred to Norton Air Force Base as an Officer Inspector General where he spent only four years before he retired from the military. "Many of my friends are buried at the air force cemetery and the Arlington cemetery." he sadly said. Now he is at March Air Reserve Base as a retiree and has three children (two which are twins) and six grandchildren. Mr. Epperson and Mrs. Epperson have been married for sixty-nine years this December on New Years Eve. " I enjoyed my career and would do it again if asked." "Today’s government needs good leadership and were short of it! We should always have a strong government, but now we spend so much time complaining and not enough time doing something about it." "The older you get, the more you contemplate your morality." "The Air Force Base has been very good to me." I loved my career and would do it again."

