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George Epperson
	George Epperson was born in life in Klamath Falls, Oregon in 1918 during the First World War. Mr. Epperson attended Oregon State University, However during his senior year at Oregon State, with one more term left, he received a draft notice. He asked the Draft Board if he could finish his last term of school before he into the army. Mr. Epperson recalls they replied, “No, the war can’t go on without you.” So he was drafted into the Army Air Corp.
	He was sent to Officer Candidate School where he received a 2nd Lt’s commission, December 1942. Over four years, he was stationed in various places around the world during World War II. He also was a part of the Intelligence in the 8th Air Force in England.
	After World War II he applied and received a regular commission and was stationed in England and the Far East among other places. When he was in the United States he was assigned to a P38 fighter group at Grand Central Air Terminal in Glendale, California, Edwards Air Force Base and Torrance Municipal Airport. When Mr. Epperson was overseas, he was the Assistant Wing Intelligence Officer of the 65th Fighter Wings. Mr. Epperson also served as the trial Judge Advocate of the General Court. After the war was over and he had received his degree, Mr. Epperson was reassigned to the 3rd Air Division in England. Over his military career, he prosecuted over 200 general court martial cases.
	Mr. Epperson has said that four years military service, “gave me a sense of responsibility that I didn’t have when I was in college.” This newly found sense of responsibility allowed him to complete his last term of college after he had returned from the war at the top of his class, which shocked his father. After he received his degree, he was given his regular commission and went back on active duty stationed in Hagen Field, Florida at Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. Mr. Epperson returned to England where he was the Assistant Wing Intelligence Officer and Director of Intelligence for the 3rd Air Force for three years. After serving in England, he was reassigned to the Headquarters of Strategic Air Command in 1951, and spent approximately three years there as chief of the Soviet Air Force Branch. Mr. Epperson went to Air Command Staff College at Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama for one year and was then assigned a faculty position for another three years.
	Mr. Epperson was then positioned overseas in Korea as the Senior Intelligence Advisor to the South Korean Air Force. While he was in Korea, in order to make the time pass, he signed up for extra jobs. One of his jobs was to run the base theatre, which had two 16-millimeter projectors. One day he found out that one of their projectors was stolen. He then went to the base commander of the Korean Air Force Base and told him that one their projectors and that they could no longer let them borrow any of their films. That projector was returned to him the very same day.
	After he completed his term in Korea he was stationed in the Pentagon with the Defense Intelligence Agency for five years which included the Cuban Missile Crisis. Mr. Epperson explains just how close we were to a Nuclear War with the Soviet Union. “It was so close, that when I kissed my wife good bye in the morning I wasn’t sure I’d be home that night.” His wife even had instructions that if she received a call from him saying “go” that she must take their children out of school and go as far west as they could. They even had a footlocker in the back of the car and a hotel staked out.
	After his stay in the Pentagon he was re-assigned to the Air Force Inspector Generals Office at Norton Air Force Base in San Bernardino, California as Senior Intelligence Inspector for the Air Force; and he traveled all over the world, for inspections. In August of 1968, after 26 years in the service, at the age of fifty, Mr. Epperson retired and began to work for the Riverside County Air Pollution Control District as Director of Enforcement for five years. He joined the Retiree Activities Office at March Air Force Base in January of 1982. He has been a director of that office since 1986.
	Despite all the tough things that war brought, like being away from his family, Mr. Epperson values his experiences in the wars and he says that he enjoyed every minute of his military career and that he would “go back on that and do it in a day if they’d let me, but they’re not that desperate.”        


