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     Veterans are key individuals that have sacrificed a great deal for our country.  Through service and time they have laid out a big part of their life for the freedom of America.  Gerald M. Seymore is one of the veterans that have served our country during World War II.  He was born in Colorado on June 9, 1925, and served in the United States Navy, thus achieving the rank of Chief Warrant Officer.  Like most veterans, Seymore was able to dedicate his life for America, and today he and his fellow veterans are appreciated throughout the nation.

     Gerald M. Seymore was born in Colorado on June 9th , 1925.  Sadly, after living in Colorado for twelve years, Seymore moved to Montecello, Arkansas because his father lost his job due to the Great Depression.  While in Arkansas, Seymore and his family lived in a farm shack with no water, electricity, toiletries, or any other modern commodities.  Seymore attended Montecello High School and took great interest in subjects such as science and math.  When the attack on Pearl Harbor occurred, Seymore was a senior at the time ans not informed of the attack until the next day at school.  After graduating from Montecello High School, Seymore voluntarily joined the US navy at the age of seventeen, not wanting to get drafted into the US Army.  He felt he “had a better chance of receiving some training in vocation rather than shooting a gun.”  For Seymore, joining the Navy would be his first profession and life long experience he carries with him even to this day.
    
 Seymore’s first experience of training consisted of engine operation and maintenance.  He then attended his first boot camp in San Diego.  After that, Seymore was sent to the Navy Pier in Chicago for engine training, primarily diesel.  Then he was sent back to San Diego and attended a school there for amphibious operations. 

     In the beggining of Seymore’s navy service, he served on active duty for four ,onths in a cargo ship that had four landing crafts for unloading cargo.  Unloading cargo from ships was his basic job in the navy.  Seymore was assigned to the U.S.S Talladega APA 208, which was a combat troop ship.  He boarded in November of 1944.  While assigned to this combat troop ship, Seymore trained with Marines in Hawaii.  In February of 1945 they made the initial landing at Iwo Jima.  Their assignment at Iwo Jima was to land troops and transport wounded troops back to ships to get the care they needed.  Unfortunately five ships were sank at Iwo Jima because of the lack of attention payed to the different types of sand on the island.  After Iwo Jima, Seymore and his fellow sailors traveled to the Philippines and trained troops to get in and out of boats.  During this time Mr. Seymore was able to visit many islands in the Pacific including the Philippines.  After his visit to the Philippines, a landing was made in Okinawa.  Their assignment  was to land army troops.  During both invasions, Seymore was an engineer in the landing craft.  Seymore was discharged in 1946.

     After Seymore was discharged in 1946, he served in the Active Reserve for eighteen as an instructor and recruiter.  Aside from his military life, Seymore experienced a pleasant yet tragic personal life.  When Seymore was discharged , he moved to Wichita, Kansas and met his first wife there.  They married on April 14, 1946.  Together they had three children in Kansas and then moved back to California in May of 1955.  They then had two more children in California.  After twenty-one years of navy service, Seymore retired in 1965.  After his retirement from the Navy, Seymore worked with a Ford dealership.  He was the assistant parts manager and worked there for another forty years.  He retied in 1983.  Unfortunately, on July 4th of 1970, Seymore lost his eighteen year old son in a motorcycle accident.  Then in 1983, his first wife was killed in a car accident.  After this tragic happening, Seymore retired and traveled by himself on his truck to just about every state in the United States from 1985 to 1987.  He then bought a bigger trailer and served as a camp ground host at Lake Perris for about eight and a half years.  He met his second wife during that time at a veteran’s reunion and then went to Missouri and remarried in 1995.  He stayed in Missouri until his second wife suddenly passed away due to a massive stroke.  California is where he came back to after this to be near his children.

     Seymore was an honorable veteran.  After twenty-one years of service he achieved the rank of Chief Warrant Officer.  Seymore received the honorable medals as follows: The American Defense, the Asiatic Pacific, two battle stars for the involvement in the invasions at Iwo Jima and Okinawa, and a victory medal to everyone in service when World War II ended.  To add to those various medals, Seymore received the Naval Reserve Medal issued for ten years of service, the Armed Forces Medal issued for his second ten years of service, Philippine medals for occupation and service in the Philippines, and an eagle to show that Seymore passed up the third, second, and first class petty officer rank to achieve the ranking of chief petty officer.

     Many veterans like Seymore had good and bad experiences in war.  For Seymore, the worst experience he had ever seen was seeing the wounded soldiers and having to carry them at Iwo Jima.  He really experienced what war really was.  Aside from his worst experience, Seymore’s joyful experience of war was the incident of war as a whole.  During his time in the Navy he met people from all around the United States.  He learned different types of speech, habits, and got to experience many cultures from various islands in the Pacific.  To Seymore this was “enlightening” and contributed to his positive outlook on the war experience.

     War for Seymore did not have any regrets; however it brought about sorrow yet much joy.  Seymore’s worst sadness was losing his two wives and a child.  Seymore also felt grief for the loss of lives and for the families the bear the suffering of the bombings.  Having to go through the Great Depression was also misery for Seymore.  However, the war incident can be described as blissful for Seymore.  After war he felt he had learned a lot from his time in the navy.  From this he “grew up in a hurry and became a more mature man.”  Seymore sated that he “would not trade [his] experience for anything.”  From war, Seymore was able to create a good life for himself.  Serving in the Navy set him up for everything he needed.  He left a mature man.  

     Seymore believed World War II was necessary because we were so brutally attacked by the Japanese.  They had a definite mission to accomplish then.  He also believes after the war, our nation became stronger in various aspects and the United States became an outstanding place to live.  Their accomplishments fully changed the American way.  According to Seymore, everything has a purpose, every experience has its own meaning, and everything happens for a reason.  People worked hard in previous generations to benefit our generation today.

     Gerald M. Seymore goes above and beyond what a war veteran truly is.  He is truly honorable because he went above and beyond the call of duty to risk his life to give the American people a more beneficial life.  Today, Seymore still serves his country through the Military Officers Association of America.  He attends several war reunions and loves to inform others of his military service and how it benefits young men and women in America.  It is genuinely believed when Gerald M. Seymore stated : “I am a true military man even to this day, I served with pride and was never in any trouble.

