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A Biography on Gerry Seymore: A World War Two Veteran

As Gerry Seymore looked up into the crow's nest, he could see that the watch men, forty feet high, were getting sea sick and he wondered to himself how it would feel like.  This was a story of a man who volunteered for World War Two and did his duty for this country.  World War Two was filled with hatred and greediness that captured the lives of many.  Its violence created much tension all around the world.  As these tensions increased, the amount of anxiety also increased because a great war was to be fought. When Germany attacked Poland, in the year 1939, World War Two begun.  As the years dragged on the United States decided to remain neutral because they did not wish to get caught up in the foreign affairs of the Europeans.  It was not until December 7, 1941 that the United States enter the war because of the bombing at Pearl Harbor.  It also was not until 1943 that a man named Gerry Seymore entered this Great War.  Such a man who would give up his life for the country that he loves.
Gerry Seymore was born in Denver, Colorado in the year 1925.  He lived his first twelve years in Colorado and then he moved to Arkansas where he lived and worked on a farm.  When growing up, he had to walk to school and work manually on the farm because the technology back then was not as great as it is today.  During his teenager years, Gerry worked at a convenience store from seven in the morning to six at night for six days a week; he made ten dollars each week as well.  As the war started and dragged on, he grew fond of his country and felt that he needed to get experience through his life and he wanted to do his duty as an American citizen.  Thus in 1945, he joined the Navy and was part of the fight against all other nations.
	In the year 1942, Gerry's state habitation was Arkansas and they heard news about the war starting because the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor.  Unlike the vast majority of American inhabitants, who did not want to enter war, Gerry Seymore was different.  In fact he volunteered to join the war to cover experience in his life.  He volunteered in the Navy because his science teacher encouraged him to join the Allied side to get back at Japan and he also expected to learn, make a living, and life. 
 	In order to get physically prepared for this war, he had to go to boot camp in San Diego.  When he was there he did some intense training to prep for fighting in the seas.  He did however not want to be drafted in the Army and so he joined the Navy instead.  He then went to Chicago to take training for diesel engines, where he was assigned during the war.  From Chicago he took a train to Camp Pendleton to embark on his ship for duty—the U.S.S. Talladega. 
	During the war, his job on the "Trembling T" was to drop the ramp of the landing craft. Sp they could land the Marine on the shore..  With this ship, he went everywhere to fulfill their duty.  One of his most remarkable moments was when he saw a Japanese plane get shot down right next to his ship.  He sustained an injury on a landing craft. He was at Iwo Jima and even though it was rough doing, he saw the American Flag raised on Iwo Jima.  Fortunately had did not really have any bad experiences.  On April 14, 1945 they traded ships because of transfers.  Finally in August of 1945, the war was officially over.
Even though the war was over, Gerry Seymore's job was not over.  The ship he was on had to transport people back and further to change the turnout and return those people to their homeland.  After his "shipping" days were over he joined the Reserve and was noted for three years of active duty and eighteen years of active reserve duty.  When the war was over he felt relieved because it was indeed over and he did not want to think about getting injured or even killed.  
	After the war, he got married in Witcha, Kansas and had three children.  He worked at the Fort Company at the time because of his engineering experience during the War.  He moved to Long Beach, where he and his wife had two more children. They moved to Los Alamitos in 1967.  He then moved to La Palma and lived there for twelve years.  He presently lives in Sun City where his son-in-law bought him a house.
To this day, Gerry Seymore watches the news and sees what goes on in the situation of Iraq and sees that the "truth is what matters" because if the situation in the Middle East were different, the USA would not be in the position it is today. 
	The "world changed for the good" after World War Two happened because every country got back on their feet and started over.  "I have no animosities.  I forgave them," Gerry felt that even though the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, they needed to be forgiven because if there were not, then more troubles would have been stirred up for today.  During this war, Gerry received many medals such as the World War Two Victory, the Navy Reserve Faithful Service, the Theater American Campaign, and the Armed Forces.  This experience of the war caused him to have a different outlook on the way things are handled in the world and in life general.

