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Hal Wondolleck
  	What many people, especially the younger generation, know about World War II and other wars is what they see in history books or learn about in class.  Very few however get the opportunity or the honor to learn what happened first hand from those that were actually involved, and experienced the war themselves.  Especially in times where war seemed to be inching ever closer in world conflicts.  It is important to have a good idea of what war is really like for those directly involved.  With more knowledge of what happened in the past, the world can avoid making the same mistakes in the future.
   	Hal Wondolleck has been sailing since he was eight years old.  He was around that same age when he told his parents his desire to go into the Merchant Marine academy, his two grandfathers sailed on the square rigger and in his family there was two ship captains on engineer and a bosun mate.  He only had a sister so his parents did not want their only son to do anything like this.  Hal was a junior in high school when the draft started for World War II.  When his parents found out that he could be drafted they got worried.  In 1939, he got his number and it was low, so they knew what was coming next.  When he wanted to join the Marines along with his high school friends after he graduated, his family refused to let him go.  They wanted to avoid sending him, fearing for his life.  He began to think that his chance for joining the military and fighting in the war would never come.  When Hal asked to go into the Coast Guard his last attempt to enlist somewhere and not be drafted his parents finally consented.
  	The Navy was short on personnel that could sail to shore.  Since Hal knew how to sail, he knew he would be good at this job and he was also graded high on the aptitude test.  The Coast Guard had several large transport ships and was taking over this for the navy.  Even once he was admitted into the Coast Guard, however it seemed at first he would never see combat.  At first he was offered jobs such as becoming a ship's carpenter.  Then the navy moved him to another position.  They had a new boat called an LST, that is a landing craft.  They transported ammunition and men all over the world.  The ship never had any escorts; they traveled everywhere by themselves.  The ship was dangerous to be on, it was full of flammable things, if bombed it would catch fire, and most likely exploded. Though this was scary to think about Hal knew how much ammunition and gasoline they had on board and knew if they were to be shot at it would be over in a matter of minutes.  
  	For fun while docked somewhere they would start up baseball games with large cruise ships.  These ships would always except the game because they knew they could win against the old freighter.  They looked so out of place next to the big boats.  What the other ships did not know was that Hal's boat had two pitchers, one catch, a full back, quarterback, and many more athletes onboard.  His boat never lost a game.
While the boat was getting the ammunition and other supplies unloaded and what he thought was new supplies reloaded he soon later found out what was on his boat were coffins.  When he got back into the United States and found out something really depressing.  Most of his high school friends had died during the war.  Now when he looks back on it he thinks that they might have been in the coffins his ships transported.  There is a happy end to Hal's story.  When he got home he found his high school sweetheart waiting for him.  She waited all five years he was away.  After dating for a while longer he got up the courage to ask for her hand in marriage.  They have been married coming up on fifty-seven years and they are still very much in love.

