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King High Remembers:  Jack Gaffney
	As we all sat down to talk to our veteran, we never imagined that he would be as amiable and hospitable as Jack Gaffney.  As we listened to him at the beginning of his life, and then his experiences of the war, we were captivated by his remarkable story.  It is not every day we, as high school students, have the opportunity to share history with those who actually lived it.  It is a pleasure and an honor to share that history with you today.  
	Jack Gaffney was born Jack Paul Ullenbruch on October 16, 1918, in Buffalo, New York.  His parents and grandparents on his father’s side then moved to California in 1920 when Jack was two years old.  In 1922, they once again relocated to La Crescenta, California.  In 1926, Jack’s baby brother, Richard was born, but died 10 months later due to double pneumonia.  The family was blessed once again on October 23, 1927 with Jack’s brother Robert.  His father was forced to give up his job after contracting pulmonary tuberculosis and they then moved to Lenwood, California.  In Hodge, which is five miles from Lenwood, a very young Jack attended a one-room schoolhouse.  
	On December 28, 1928, Jack’s father passed away at the age of twenty-eight.  Jack was ten years old and his brother was one year old.  It was at this time that Gladys, Jack’s mother, got a job at the “Radio Camp Restaurant.”  This very year, Gaffney started the sixth grade at Barstow grammar school.
	In 1931, the family moved to San Bernardino.  Jack’s mother married George A. Gaffney, and he and his brother were legally adopted on August 6, 1932.  The new family consisted of Jack and Robert, and George’s children, Vincent, George jr., and Yvonne.  They were all later joined by James, who was born in 1935.  
	Jack attended San Bernardino High School and graduated in 1935 at age 16.  He then attended junior college in San Bernardino.  At this time, he also worked in the grocery business at Berk’s Market Spot.  Jack was also in his youth a professional dancer and singer.  He would later use these talents to entertain his fellow soldiers in some very hard times.  
	Mr. Gaffney’s military career began in 1941; knowing that the draft was coming up, he enlisted in October of that year.  He then attended air Mechanics school at Shepard Field in Wichita Falls, Texas, and upon graduation in April 1942, many of his comrades talked about staying and becoming military instructors.  However, this was not a possibility after the bombing of Pearl Harbor; instead, he was sent to McDill Field, where he was assigned to the 91st Bomb Group.  He was assigned to ground crew and was appointed Assistant Crew Chief.  After he was assigned to the 91st Bomb Group and he was assigned to ground crew and was appointed assistant crew chief, he and four other privates were sent on detached service to Grenier Field, Manchester, New Hampshire.  It was here that Jack painted his first nose art on a 92 BG B-17.  Nose art is the painting on the nose and sometimes the tail of the plane.  The crew named the plane “Stinky.”  The art consisted of the name on the nose and a picture of Hitler and Hirohito being chased by a bomb on the waist.  The entire picture was done in yellow paint because it was the only color they could find.  This particular nose art was featured in Time Magazine.
	In June of 1942, the five privates were sent to rejoin the 91st Bomb Group via train to Walla Walla, Washington.  Here they did flight training in Redmond, Oregon, and then they were sent with the rest of the ground personal by train for five days to Fort Dix, New Jersey where they boarded the Queen Mary for Scotland’s Firth of Clyde.  The trip took six days.  Some memories Jack shared with us about his passage were the pleasure of sleeping outside on the deck of the ship, and an incident which a bird had sat on his friend’s shoulder.  “First casualty of the war!” his friend had exclaimed.
	Upon arrival they were first sent to Kimbolton, a former Fighter base in which they had to go to ground defense school.  This training consisted of obstacles, bayonet exercises, grenade throwing, and much more.   
	From Kimbolton, they were sent to a beautiful British base called Bassingborn.  He was assigned to Assistant Crew Chief on Captain Oscar O’Neill’s “Invasion II,” which completed 23 missions before being shot down.  Jack remembers that many celebrities would come through the base.  As a member of the Honor Guard, he got to meet people such as Winston Churchill, the King and Queen and their two daughters, General Dwight Eisenhower, General Jimmy Doolittle, General Devers, and Ambassador John Winant.  During this time, Jack continued his nose art with many works such as, “The Bad Egg,” “The Shamrock Special,” “The Sky Wolf,” “The Hollywood 337 Girl,” “Los Angeles City Limits,” and “Invasion II.”
	In February of 1944, Jack became the Crew Chief of “Destiny’s Child,” which he also did nose art for.  “Destiny’s Child” flew 53 un-aborted missions including 44 plus missions on its original four engines, for which Jack received a medal.  Jack and his crew believed that it was their duty to take care of both the planes and the pilots to make sure that everything ran smoothly.  After “Destiny’s Child,” Jack and his crew worked on the “Sunkist Sue,” which he also did the nose art for.  In May 1944, he flew twice as an engineer on “Hot Shot Charlie” in “Operation Revival” to Stalag One in Barth, Germany, returning prisoners of war back to Olde Ford, England and Camp Lucky Strike in France.
	Jack flew home on a war weary B-17 “Betty Lou’s Buggy” as Crew Chief Engineer with a crew of ten and ten passengers via Valley, Wales, Reykjavik, Iceland over the Southern tip of Greenland to Goose Bay Labrador, and then to Grenier Field, New Hampshire and left their plane in Windsor Locks, Connecticut.
When talking to Mr. Gaffney, we were all amazed at the talent for nose artistry he showed in his work on the planes.  He still practices art, mostly scratchboard, he told us.  He showed us some of his other paintings, and we were amazed.  As an artist, singer, and dancer, the talent Mr. Gaffney possesses is extraordinary, but surpassing these qualities by far is his fond remembrance of those friends he lost in the war.  The friendships that he gained, he told us, were the best part of his service in the war.  He also agreed with many other veterans that the decision to drop the atomic bombs was the right one, because it saved many American lives, and even more Japanese ones.
In July of 1944, Jack Gaffney received the Bronze Star, which is the tenth ranked medal, for the maintenance of “Destiny’s Child,” as well as the Good Conduct Medal, the Victory Medal, the Distinguished Unit Citation with Cluster, the European Campaign Ribbon with six Battle Stars, and the American Defense Medal.  After the war ended, so did Mr. Gaffney’s four-year service and he returned to the grocery business where he worked for forty-one years. He married Jeanette Heistand on November 20, 1945.  Jack lived in Riverside for twenty years and currently lives in Moreno Valley for over twenty-six years.  He has two sons; the first one Jeffrey is a PHD Senior Scientist Environmental Bio-Chemist for Argonne labs, Chicago, Illinois. His second son is Jon, who is the Assistant Superintendent of Schools Personal for the Desert Sands School District in La Quinta, California.  
	

