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King High Remembers
	King High Remembers is a remembrance of veterans that served on World War II, The Korean War, Vietnam, and The Gulf War. Every year, veterans from all over travel to give their time to tell their amazing story of their experiences in war to a group of high school kids. We honor their achievements and sacrifices they have made to ensure the freedoms we have today. They have done so much for our country ad we thank and remember them for it.  
	Jack Gaffney was born in Buffalo, New York in 1918. He moved to Eagle Rock, California at the age of two with his parents. Then at four he moved to La Crescenta. Gaffney’s father passed away at age twenty-eight from Pulmonary Tuberculosis, which forced Gaffney’s mother to sell their house and move to Lenwood, California. Eventually Gaffney’s mother remarried and had three other children. Gaffney’s new stepfather adopted him and he took the Gaffney name. Later on, the Gaffney family moved to San Bernardino California where he attended high school. During Jack’s senior year, he danced professionally on the Orpheum circuit in Los Angles. When he graduated early at the age of sixteen, Jack got a job at a grocery store staring at eighteen cents an hour.  
	In 1941, Jack received a draft notice stating that he would be drafted into World War II. He enlisted into the air force because he always had a special interest in aircrafts. He took the army oath, then walked down the table, and was relived of duty. He then, walked down the table again and took the air force oath. Jack wanted to be a fighter pilot but the inspector would not pass him because of his bad eye. Gaffney even tried to memorize the eye chart. Jack was later sent to Fort McArthur for basic training and then was sent to air mechanic school in Texas. Afterwards Gaffney moved to Florida where he worked on B-10s and B-17s. Gaffney had to move again to attend guard defense school so he could learn how to operate guns and machinery. After Gaffney completed his basic training, he was shipped off to Scotland on the Queen Marry in September of 1942. When Gaffney got there, he and the rest of the men road a train to Kimboltin, a fighter base. Gaffney’s commander, Stanley Reggie, moved all the men to a base in Britain. Bassingbourn Cambridgeshire England is where they finally settled. While at base station 121, Gaffney maintained all of the planes and became a nose artist. Gaffney painted many aircrafts that later on got him recognized after the war. Some of the planes he pained were named The Bad Egg, The Shamrock Special, Sunkist Sue and Gaffney’s favorite, Destiny’s Child. 
	When soldiers had free time at the base, they were allowed to take a pass to visit London for an extended period of time. In London the crew would go out, find girls to dance and party with. Gaffney was not much of a drinker like the rest of the boys, but Gaffney loved to dance, since he did it professionally back home. He met a beautiful young lady who he became good friends with, she was an excellent dancing partner. They enjoyed talking with each other and she showed him the wonders of the town. They were both engaged, so their relationship was strictly just a friendship. During this time Gaffney also enjoyed singing with big jazz bands that preformed.
Despite the good times in London there were still some bad times. One time a plane came back from combat fighting and the enemies’ plane fired back at Gaffney’s plane and killed one of the pilots inside the aircraft. Gaffney was ordered to clean up the mess from the pilots’ dead body. It was an emotional and dirty job. The pilot was hit in the spine and Gaffney was forced to clean the spinal fluid and blood. Experiences such as these showed Gaffney how horrific war really was. 
	Towards the end of the war Gaffney fiancée wrote him a letter calling off their engagement. But when he went home, he met the girl of his dreams. Gaffney was already ready for marriage because he proposed to her after the third day. She turned him down because she did not feel ready at the age of nineteen. Gaffney went back to London for a little while and when he retuned for good. The girl he wanted to spend the rest of his life with told him she changed her mind. When Gaffney asked her why she changed her mind, she told him that she did not want anyone else to have him. They were married and had two children. Gaffney then worked in the grocery business for forty-one years before he retired. In his spare time, he took R.O.P. art classes and started new kinds of art works. Later in life Jack became a sports announcer for Moreno Valley High School and Canyon Springs High School. He announced for twenty-seven years. Some time throughout it all, he received four grandchildren and one beautiful great granddaughter. After serving in the war life still goes on for Jack Gaffney. 
	Our interview team learned a great deal from the amazing member of the 91st bomber group, Jack Gaffney. This crew chief that earned a bronze star taught us how to make the most out of life and to always stay positive. This veteran we interviewed was full of life and amazing stories and we were grateful to learn from such a great mean and his experiences. Hopefully many other kids can learn thing from veterans like we have, so that they can pass on the legacy of our great country. We will never forget Jack Gaffney.
 

