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A hero? He says no, but anyone involved in a conflict like World War II was considered a hero by America. Jim Davis was a navy man who wasn’t scared to serve his country. Even though he only maintained the radar, which was a vital part of their war efforts in World War II, he was still a major part of the battle.
	Jim, growing up, wanted to be in forestry, but when the war came towards America, his views changed. When Jim first heard about the attack on Pearl Harbor, he was riding his bike to a friends’ house. He said it was a shock to everyone, just like the terrorist attacks on the twin towers, no one expected it. This is when Jim decided to enlist in the navy. He was seventeen and still in high school. The reason Jim enlisted at the age of seventeen was so he could choose what he wanted to do in the war. After finishing high school, he took the “Eddy’s” aptitude test and passed. After about a year of training to be an electronics technician, and many miles of traveling, Jim was ready to show his stuff.
	Jim got stationed in the Pacific Theatre when he went into the war. He got put on picket ships, or converted destroyers, which were put around aircraft carriers. What Jim did on these ships was track everything that moved on the radar screens.  They detected and shot down the Japanese bombers and kamikazes before they could warn anyone that the Americans were coming. Jim also maintained all the electronic equipment, which was mind boggling because there was so much to keep track of. Jim even trained some new guys how to service the radar. The reason the radar was vital for the war is because it showed us things that we wouldn’t have seen coming. For example: when a kamikaze was coming at a ship, the radar would tell how far away it was, where it was headed, and how fast it was going. After finding out this information, the Americans could attempt to shoot down any planes before it did any damage. Jim said the kamikazes were the scariest thing about the war. He also told us that he came pretty close to death because of one of them. The kamikaze was coming toward the picket ship he was on, but the Japanese pilot must have lost his nerve because he pulled up and Jim, among other men, were saved from death. One can only imagine the fear and adrenalin running through their veins at that time. On the other hand, Jim had his frustrating moments too. They were usually when the antennas would fall. The ships got tossed and turned so much that the antennas would fall out of place and someone would have to go put them back up. Sometimes the boats would rock so much to one side, it was fearful it wouldn’t turn right side up again. Jim told us that the kamikazes and the antennas were the two worst things in the war for him. But he had some lighter moments and some familiar moments as well.
	The familiar moments were when Jim intercepted and blocked the radio messages from the Japanese. When the Japanese sent their radio messages, they would change their frequencies (or stations) so the Americans couldn’t intercept them. This meant the Americans had to find their next station and go to it. After a while of getting the same Japanese man, Jim said he got to know how he was; he could tell what his patterns were for changing stations. Jim also said the Japanese were very brave and devoted people that were willing to do anything for their country and emperor to win the war. For instance one minute they would be nice to you and the next they would be evil and act just like the enemy is supposed to act. And that was the point; they were the enemy and everyone back home and out in the front lines were getting sick of this war but the American people were very devoted to winning the war. Jim felt that it was sad how they ended the war with the atomic bombs, but he also felt that it saved more lives than it destroyed. Many people that were involved in World War II also share the same views as Jim when it comes to the atomic bombs.
	When the war was finally over and Jim got to come home, there were two things waiting for him. The obvious one was his family and friends, who were happy to see him home and well, and the other was the G.I. Bill. This gave the soldiers, and just about every American involved in World War II, a chance at college. This was Jim’s opportunity to pursue his childhood dream of being in forestry. So he went to Berkley California, where he met his wife, and got his masters in forestry. Jim is retired now and he is telling his story to the youth at King H. S. We asked what he would have changed about the war; he started off by telling us he would have changed the events before hand and would have had a better military training program and also better military equipment. But after being in the war and seeing the pacific, which by the way was the best part of the war for him, Jim said he didn’t have any regrets.
	After interviewing Jim, we understood more situations that happened back in World War II. We also understood why these men and women don’t consider themselves as heroes, it’s because they did what they had to do. Jim put it as being part of a generation. It was a great generation that put America in a dominant position. It was a great privilege to speak with someone who was there during that defining moment in America’s history.

