Chase Johnson
Christina Mohammad
Rachael Lisonbee
Adam Weiss
Corona
US History P.5
3/25/2005
ESLR #1, 2, 5
CS #11.8
 
Jim Dudek
~Biography~
 
Raised by a wonderful family, Jim Dudek considered himself fortunate, even when the country was at one of its lowest lows. Born in Wausau, Wisconsin in 1924, Dudek had two bothers and three sisters. It was during this time in the early 1930’s when the United Sates was hit by the Great Depression. Although his family felt the hardships, he experienced a normal, healthy childhood. It was in 1942, when Dudek graduated high school and began to consider enlisting in the service with his brother.
	While Jim Dudek was going to high school, Pearl Harbor was attacked on December 7, 1941 and on January, 1942 he graduated. War seemed inevitable so Dudek tried to enlist as a pilot, but soon found out that no more pilots were needed. Knowing that the chances that he would be drafted were extremely high, Dudek decided not to attend college and just wait until he was drafted. After a period of less than a year, Dudek was drafted and assigned to the Army in Camp Haan, California for basic training. When Dudek boarded the train at Fort Sheridan, Illinois, he and the other men aboard had no idea where they were going. They thought they were about to unload in one area, yet instead the train they were on kept traveling until it reached Riverside, California. Upon arriving at Camp Haan, the experiences Dudek remembered the most were the fact that the food tasted horrible and that his parents did not know what was going to happen to him or what he was going through. This was a concern to him because there was no telling what was going to happen to him within the next months to come, not even Dudek knew what to expect. 
	It was at this artillery training at Camp Haan that he had met a young lady by the name of Rachel on December 29th. The two met while he was on leave and attending a gathering at the First Baptist Church of Riverside that she helped host. Gradually, Dudek began receiving letters from Rachael that were more like books than anything! The two became instant correspondents, but Dudek always had his doubts that she would forget about him. The two realized that they loved one another when Dudek wrote about the loss of his “Parker 51” pen. The topic was written about just as casual conversation, but when he received a package from Rachael not too long after, containing a new “Parker 51” pen, he realized that their relationship was more than just a fling that they would forget about. He was now convinced that she loved him and from then on she has changed his life.
	 The time he spent at Camp Haan would be well remembered. Since he did not make the Air Corps, when he heard about becoming a paratrooper in England he decided to join. This allowed him to not only earn fifty dollars more a month, but also fly in planes which he enjoyed in the first place. Training to become a paratrooper took place during his assignment to a replacement depot. It was very difficult and often times discouraging and required the participants to have an abundance of mental strength and courage. To this day, Dudek still remembers a lot about his first jump. He jumped out of the roaring plane and everything seemed to be quiet until he hit the ground. While he was on the ground his parachute suddenly got caught in the wind which caused him to fall over and be dragged several feet, which felt like he was plowing the ground with his head. 
	In July of 1944 French and British troops needed replacement soldiers for all the men they had lost, along with the manpower required for upcoming battles. Dudek was sent to Europe and felt privileged that he was not sent to the Pacific because of all the horrible diseases and conditions he heard were taking place there. A few months later on September 17, 1944, Dudek along with other men in his division flew over the English Channel and over Holland. When he finally parachuted down to land, there were no Germans around and the Dutch people were extremely happy to see them. The Dutch people were so happy that they even called the American soldiers liberators. While on land, the primary objective of Dudek’s unit, the 501st Parachute Infantry Regement, was to protect the canals and bridges in Veghel, Holland from being taken over by their enemies. Despite their efforts, Germans soon came and destroyed the entire town when they arrived two days later. 
	One tragic incident that Dudek remembers was when he was walking behind a radio operator. The man carrying a radio on his back; Dudek passed the man with a whole in his head from a direct hit from a German gun. This incident is referred to by Dudek as his “Baptism of Fire.” It was there during the Battle of the Bulge at Bastogne, Belgium that he experienced three weeks of fierce fighting and learned that “war just tears you apart, but you had a job to do,” and that was to set up your guns and fight for your cause. In training you had been taught to move on and not let incidents like that of the radio operator bring you down. In all the years that Dudek served his time, Colonel Howard Johnson played the most memorable role as a leader. He described him as giving “speeches that got everyone all revved up – he inspired men to jump out of air planes, whether they liked it or not.” Colonel Howard Johnson taught Dudek that “you never know what your limit is.” Getting through the war for Jim Dudek was based on a mental attitude which was to get away from the shells and noise of the airplanes. Dudek was later acknowledged from coming away from the war with only one wound and being a part of the 101st Airborne Division. This was in recognition for fighting in Holland and Bastogne. Thankfully, Jim Dudek received no injuries as a direct result from war, but at one point, he was opening a can of food and slipped and cut his leg. For this injury, Dudek was offered a purple heart but refused to claim it because the injury was self-inflicted. 
	As the war died down, there were only so many ships that could take soldiers home. A system was created that sent the longest staying men home first; since Dudek had been sent over relatively late in the war, he was fairly last on the list. To pass the time they spent over seas waiting for their ride home, a university was established in France. Jim Dudek was able to complete three college courses at Biraitz Army University in Southern France before going home. His ride home on the Liberty Ship took 14 long days over the stormy, rough North Atlantic Ocean. It was not until January of 1946 that he was discharged in New York. 
	World War II was the only war that Jim Dudek participated in. He felt he had served his time in fighting for his country. He ended up being a Private First Class in the army. Jim attended college at Westmont College in Santa Barbara in 1946-1947 and continued his studies at the University of California at Berkley which was populated by nearly 80% veterans. On March 12, 1946, he married  Rachel and the two of them had two children. Dudek continued his education in business administration, majoring in accounting. He explains that Rachael is the only reason that he remains in California. Dudek retired in 1989 when he was sixty-five years old. After retiring, his wife started a printing business that became quite successful and is now operated by his oldest son. 


