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	Jim Phillips served in the 11th Air Force of the North Pacific as a Co-pilot and Pilot.  Born 1923 in Prescott, Arizona he was raised in a disciplined and religious family, with his parents and two brothers.  When the war started Mr. Philips was a freshman in college at Arizona State University in Tempe, Arizona.  By this time his father had died, and his mother was a schoolteacher.  On December 7,1941, Jim was on his way to church when he heard about Pearl Harbor on the radio.  This was a shock to him, but he was anxious to do something and wanted to get involved.  He was told to stay in school until he was drafted and that’s what he did, he continued his schooling until March of 1943 when he was drafted.
	Mr. Phillips went through 18 months of training for the U.S. Army Air Force, in various places all over the United States.  His training consisted of 6 weeks of pre-flight testing in Santa Ana.  Basic flight training including mainly twin engine airplanes and others like a B-25, simulation flying, practice bombing and shooting, and finally practicing taking off and landing in the bad weather of Alaska.  His training was done in such places as Greenville, South Carolina; Colorado; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and San Pedro and Santa Ana California.
	Mr. Phillips was stationed in Alaska; the purpose of his squad was to stop the Japanese from coming any further up the Aleutian Islands.  The Japanese forces occupied Attu and Kiska islands in the Aleutians.   Mr. Phillips’ squad was mostly used as a diversionary, by bombing food, gas, other supply ships, and Japanese merchant ships, they would use the method of skip bombing by flying low and skipping the bomb to the target.  He was in Alaska for a year and a half and went out to combat 8 times.  Mr. Phillips said that they would fly for 4 hours, at tree top level, to avoid radar.  He would be scared flying to combat, but during combat he wasn’t scared.  He couldn’t be, there was no time to think about it.  Once they got to their destination, combat would last for 5 to 10 seconds, and then they would leave.  There had been times when Jim was so low to the ground while bombing, that he could see down gun barrels of the guns on the land defending the area, and even then they still missed his plane.
	When he began his service there were 24 men in his squad, and by the end of the war only 12 of the original were left.  When the war was over he received a pilot rating of Second Lieutenant, and his squad received a group citation, the Silver Star, and 2 other air medals.
	After the war he went back to Arizona, finished school and became a high school art teacher.  Two years later he got married and moved to California, where he became a graphic artist.  Today he lives with his wife in Pasadena, California.
	What helped Mr. Phillips overcome the difficulties of war was the discipline he was brought up with, and prayer.  One thing that is difficult for pilots is to not forget the controls on the plane; he had to memorize them for when there was no time to think.  He also had to learn to trust them while flying in the dark because without sight too many things could go wrong, and of course combat is the worst.  He did have some good times, he said that summer on the islands were beautiful there was tall tundra grass, and no bugs or trees.  He said that it felt like he was on a whole other planet, and it was his most interesting and valuable experience, and he thinks everybody should in some way serve their country.  Mr. Phillips was told that when he got back home not to expect people to know or understand what he went through because by going to war he kept them from having to know what war was like.  Although, he feels that he was very fortunate because the real heroes of the war never came back.
	Mr. Phillips believes that World War II was the last focused war because in World War II there were clear enemies like Hitler, Mussolini, the Japanese and their attack on Pearl Harbor, things like these are worth fighting for.  In all the wars since, the enemy or the purpose hasn’t been as clear as they were in World War II.
	  He also believes that World War II accomplished making right what was done wrong in World War I.  Germany was left with nothing after World War I, and Hitler was able to turn the country around.  He wanted power and invaded surrounding countries, he also blamed the Jews and minorities for Germany’s problems, and he set up concentration camps where millions died.  World War II ended what World War I started.  Another accomplishment of the war was helping to maintain the free world.  Jim believes that Truman was right to approve the use of the atomic bomb, it cost the Japanese a lot, but saved many U.S. soldiers and ultimately ended the war.

