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Biography of Larry Griffith

	As a young boy Lawrence Griffith knew he wanted to be a part of the service. His parents were more than encouraging about it. So encouraging that they lied about his age so he could enlist. He was a student at Burbank High School at the time. Lawrence spent his years in the service as Peace Time Solder. His job was as a printer for maps, leaflets, books, posters, and so forth. These papered items would be given out to the men and women stationed in his area during the Cold War. At the young age of 18 Lawrence was shipped out to a base in France where he worked side by side with the men of the French army at their printing plant. After that he was moved to a base in Germany. 
	Not too long into his military career was it hard to recognize the talents that young Lawrence had, he advanced in the ranks at a rapid pace. Which included: 1st Sergeant on a Printing Company in command, Major Commander of PSYOPS Printing Battalion. With a sense of pride in his eyes he quotes, “I am glad I served in the armed forces, I feel a sense of pride being a part of the war. At the same time I feel shame for all those people who do not learn from it.” Lawrence said with a monotone voice. As an observer at the German / Austrian border; he said he witnessed the most devastating times he spent in the services. He watched Hungarian men, women, and children get shot at, he comments “The only thing we could do was throw a rope across the border and try to drag them in. But even that didn’t work.”
	Lawrence worked under all the branches of the military, doing what he loved, and printing. Assigned to the German Bundiewen. He remembers, “I walked into this warehouse and these stood these old men who were part of the German army. I looked up and all over were these Swastikas covered up.” He followed that with a comment about how before the war had ended, The German Solder’s drove their trucks with printing equipment to the bottom of a remote mountain, took their uniforms off and sealed it all in caves and went back to work as printers. They knew Germany was going to sufferer defeat. To him it was surprising how German’s were just able to pick up and start over again, as if nothing happened. “I admire the German’s he said, during the war after we blew up one town they would come out of wherever they were hiding and clean up the city.”
	For three years Lawrence was stationed in Germany. On returning to the states he joined the Army Reserves as a printer. He worked for the Gevoent Co. of Belgium; he was inducted as a craftsman printer and then was dipped in ink and feathered for his initiation. He described that as his favorite moment after the services besides getting married and having his first child at the age of 51. At this time, Lawrence still uses his craft as a printer. He quotes, “I love this job.” He has a Technical School that he founded. If he learned one thing, it would have been, “You have to be useful. Useful is the word that must describe your efforts. The smarter / harder you work, more successful you will become. 

