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	Lawrence Barrett was born and raised in Massachusetts until he joined the military in 1943. Before he joined the military he lived a normal life in until high school, during this time he worked and did schoolwork as he was suppose to. Mr. Barrett worked in a bowling alley setting pins and shoveling snow to earn a living during his teenage years. Then in 1941 living a normal life day-by-day working in a General Store he heard about the attack on Pearl Harbor. At this time, he was a freshman in high school and did not truly know where Pearl Harbor was. After finishing two years of high school, he decided to join the military. Since he was not old enough for the draft because he was only 17 he volunteered for the military. 
	In December of 1943, he volunteered for the marines as a Private, and went on a train and went to Parris Island for basic training. He was only 17 years old when he was greeted by the drill instructor for his training. Mr. Barrett entered into his platoon with 66 men and he was the youngest being less then half their ages. During this he was paid fifty dollars, yet earned more money for firing expert marksmanship with the rifle. After this training, he headed towards Cherry Point for Aviation from December to February, and then went to Photo School in Florida for 18 weeks from March until July. Finally, he was promoted to Corporal and earned sixty-six dollars a month plus the extra money he earned. 
	Later he ended up in Zamboanga for more training, instead of going to the Philippines, where he trained with a marine bombing squadron. Then he flew a number of combat missions where he took photographs. He ended up being promoted to sergeant at 18 years of age and was put in charge of the photo lab. Then his platoon was getting ready to invade a Japanese Island, but stopped after The Battle of Coral Sea and Midway. Mr. Barrett says that these two battles were the end of the war with the Japanese because it was downhill from there with the Japanese. Therefore, 53,000 U.S. Marines went to China against a force of approximately 650,000 Japanese, during this Mr. Barrett and his men went to Tsingtao to force Japanese families and civilians out of China. The Marines were to separate the Nationalist and Communist Chinese, the result of this was the Nationalist ending up in what is now Taiwan and later being admitted into the United Nations. 
	At the age of 19 he was promoted to Staff Sergeant and became the youngest senior enlisted in his platoon. His theatre of operation was in the South Pacific and North China during this time where he flew many high altitude missions. After he completed all his photography missions from the back of the plane, he received many medals. The best of the medals he received was for missions in the Philippines, but he received the medal in the winter of 1946 in China. The worst memory from the war was all the talk and the fact of all the beheadings occurring in Japan with the Prisoners of War. The highest commander he served under was Lieutenant General Roy Geiger who headed the Third Marine Amphibious Force.
	After serving in the war he went back to finishing his last two years of high school. Then he decided to enter the Navy but later changed his mind and went to New York to become a civilian photographer and took up the advantage of joining the military. The best thing about serving in the war was the opportunity to enter a College or University much easier paying less money. After spending life as a photographer, he went back to the Korean War where he met his wife, and now has four children and seven grandchildren. During the war what saved him and many men was the dropping of the atomic bomb on Japan, he feels this was the best decision ever made because it saved millions of American and Japanese innocence. Yet, today he feels he does not have enough knowledge to make a decision of the current events of war. He has now lived to be seventy-seven, has regretted nothing, and is proud of his missions in the Second World War and the Korean War.

