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Colonel Lewis Millett
	When people think about wars, they usually recall the whole event, the big picture.  Nobody takes the time to understand the individuals that form this picture, the people who have first-hand experiences of these dramatic events.  Rather than focusing on who won the war, participants of the war should be give the spotlight to express their emotions and opinions if these significant events that greatly impacted their lives.  “King High Remembers,” an event in which war veterans were invited to be interviewed and discuss their war experiences and stories with the junior class of Martin Luther King High School, provides war veterans with his opportunity.  All eyes and ears were wide-open as attentive students listened earnestly to the poignant stories of veterans that served in World War II, Vietnam, and Korea.  In a period of less than two hours, students became well-acquainted and informed as they gather snapshots of the lives of important individuals, the heroes of the past.  Later on, students used the collected data to compose an essay, which is posted online, so others can benefit and learn from the war veterans, as well.
	Our group had the extreme honor and pleasure to interview Colonel Lewis Millet.  At the beginning of the program, the man in charge, Mr. John Corona, introduced many people and sponsors who made King High Remembers a success.  But at the end of all this a man known to our group as “Scottie” stoop up and said these words humbly, “Medal of Honor.”  Mr. Corona immediately poked fun at himself for forgetting.  Then without any more hesitation he introduced out veteran, “Colonel Lewis Millett, Congressional Medal of Honor recipient.”
	Almost every man, women, solider, student, and teacher stood up and applauded Colonel Lewis Millett for is great service to America.  This is his story.
	Colonel Millett was born on December 20th, 1915 in the state of Maine to a family that had a history of serving in the military.  His ancestors fought in the Revolutionary War, and Millett continued his family tradition.  In high school, Millett began his physical build-up and leadership career by becoming involved in football, track, National Guard, and being a baseball coach and Vice President of his senior class.  However, his mind was always on serving his country.  Millett contributed 31 years of service as hr served in two armies, World War II, Vietnam War, and the Korean War.
	A personality Trait that would best suit Colonel Millet is humorously arrogant.  However, deep down inside this mean old man is a heart that had a desire to “[bring] freedom to people who never had it.”  On the exterior, Colonel Millett was cracking jokes, and using vulgar language at times, but once we started to ask personal questions, his passion for freedom became apparent.  Here was a man in an almost ninety-year-old body, but his heart was still as young as any student in that room; his heart ready to do anything.  In fact, Colonel Millett signed up to serve in Desert Storm in 1990, but the military did not allow him to participate, on account of his age.  Millett has a deep passion for humanity.
	Our respect for this man grew greater and greater as our time with him continued.  One of his highlight stories is about his desertion.  As World War II began and Europe began to fight, Millett was ready to get rid of the tyranny of Nazi Germany.  Millett was a member of the United States Army at this time.  Unfortunately, America was declared neutral, so one would thing, so was Millett.  Actually, Millett found a way to help resolve the conflict in Europe; he deserted the American Army and joined the Canadian Army.        Until American entered the war efforts, Millett earned several awards fighting alongside Canadian forces.  Once America was in Europe, Millett transferred so he could fight with his people, his country.  For about a year, Millett was able to slip by personnel and not receive any consequences for his act of desertion.  Finally, his records caught up with him, and Private Millett was court marshaled, found guilty, fined 52 dollars and promoted to 2nd Lieutenant.
	It is almost unbelievable how it is possible to get in trouble, yet receive a promotion at the end of it.  Well, it did not matter now to Lieutenant Millett; he was ready to get back to work.  Millett’s wartime experience of World War II was enormous, but Colonel Millett spoke about two different campaigns he was involved in: the Northern African Campaign and the Invasion of Italy.  Colonel Millett was wounded noticeably four different times during his service; each time, according to Millett, could have been prevented.  One of these wounds occurred during the Invasion of Italy.  Millett was stationed on a surveillance tower looking out at the battle.  He noticed artillery falling short once, then over him once.  Then, BANG!  A shell hit his post and he fell from the building.  Luckily something broke his fall; ironically it was his commanding officer.
	 After WWII was over, Millett returned home and began to pursue his education at Bates College, majoring in Political Science, although he was called back to duty for Korea before he could finish.  Millett said he could leave as soon as June of his junior year of college, but for some reason did not receive his call to leave until January of his senior year.  It was during his time in Korea that he earned the Congressional Medal of Honor.  According to his accounts, Millett was in command to three platoons, and one platoon was pinned down by enemy fire.  He knew the “Chinese said [they] were afraid of the bayonet, so [he] decided to give them the bayonet.”  Millett led his other two platoons in a surprise attack against the enemy position with bayonets fixed.  Millett personally led this attack shouting encouragement to his men while bayoneting two enemy soldiers, throwing, grenades, and receiving shrapnel wounds from an enemy grenade.   After receiving the injury, he refused to be evacuated until the position was secured.  Due to his actions, an enemy position was taken, and soldiers from his first platoon were saved.
	This event is recorded in history books across the world.  Our group noticed particularly that he led his platoons in battle, not at the rear, but at the front.  Colonel Millett never asked troops to do something he would not do.  “Fix bayonets and follow me” is what he told us.  With respect to the award that any man would do anything to receive, well, Colonel Millett said that one of his favorite presidents was a Democrat, Millett being republican.  President Truman presented Lewis Millett the Congressional Medal of Honor and said, “I’d rather have this than be President of the United States.”  Millett received the Medal of Honor when he was at the age of 32.  It was just a coincidence that Millett met his future wife while in Washington.  
	When the Vietnam War started, Millett was part of a soldier elite who would live with indigenous people of Vietnam, eat with them, play with them, and train them to fight against communists forces.  In accordance with Colonel Millett’s reflection, his time with the people of Vietnam, of what many called the Mountain Yard people or Hmong, were the closest in terms of caring for he has ever gotten to with people overseas.  His program to live with the Hmong people and train them was codenamed the “Phoenix Army Program.”  What is troubling at the end of Colonel Millett’s account of his experience in Vietnam was his refusal to receive any medals for his service in Vietnam.  This was due to the United States withdrawal from Vietnam, and the eventual fall of the Democratic government of Vietnam.  Colonel Millett felt very bitter of the United States withdrawal, so bitter as to refuse any medals for his service in a war his country did not win.
	When this was said, it was difficult to understand why a man would reject something that he rightfully earned.  To Millett, he did not earn it.  The right to freedom had been denied to the Vietnamese people and Millett felt he failed to give it to them.  Consequently, he did not accept any decorations to go along with the ones he earned in previous wars.  Millett spent seven years in Vietnam, all of which we are extremely thankful for.  Millett “fought a lot, and asked nothing in return.”
	After the Vietnam War, Colonel Millett found ways to continue to serve the military.  Millett became an instructor to different groups, which included the Command and General College, Potts College, and the Rekondo Program for Advanced Ranger training.  Colonel Millett was also an instructor to help train Army Special Forces, commonly referred to as Green Berets.
	Colonel Millett was married, but his wife passed away in 1993.  He has four children, with the eldest and also the youngest son serving in the military.  Unfortunately, one of his sons, the youngest died during active duty, in a plane crash, which Colonel Millett believes was due to a terrorist attack by Al Qaeda.  His youngest son married a Korean woman, and they had one son together.  Colonel Millett’s older son is an art sculptor, and has recently sculpted a Prisoner of War statue for the Riverside National Cemetery.
	Colonel Millett often referred to himself as a “mean, arrogant, SOB!”  That he was, for he spent a lot of his time at boot camps in pits picking fights after a hard day’s work.  Millett explained that it as this that got him through the miserable conditions that surrounded him during his service.  The inability to quit helped him never stop pursuing his life ling goal: to give others freedom.
	Through Colonel Millett’s service in the military, he received an insight about humanity.  Millett explained that there are good and bad people.  He also believes that the citizens of our country should serve to help uphold the freedoms that we have, and to help spread it across the world.  Due to this, he supports our current president, George W. Bush, and his foreign policy at present, especially Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.  One of the biggest grudges he holds in time was America’s involvement in Vietnam.  His idea is that once you commit to war, you should finish it.
	People do not grow up to become heroes; they just become labeled as one.  Colonel Millett boasted many storied of his actions during his time at war, but he never said he was a hero.  What makes him a hero was not his rank, or his four purple hearts, or his four bronze stars, or his two sliver stars or his Distinguished Service Cross, or even his Congressional Medal of Honors.  It is not the many statues, buildings, monuments, streets, and dinners put together in his name that make him a hero.  What makes him a hero is his character-his character of consistently serving his country, and the leadership he displayed throughout his military service to the men serving under him.  His leadership was dictated by an idea that he would never issue an order to his men that he would not do himself.  However, what makes him further of a hero is his efforts to spread his ideals though his time of motivational speaking throughout the country.  What makes him a hero is not for his actions for himself, but his actions for others to be inspired by.  Colonel Millett serves his country because “Man is born top be free,” and he wanted to “[bring’ freedom to people who never had it.” And “freedom isn’t free” right?  No, it is not.  There is always a price for everything, and Millett can relate, for he lost his own son, who fought in a war as well.  That is why Colonel Lewis Millett decided to fight for it, to stand for it.  Colonel Millett served for the cause of freedom.
		Our group felt blown away as we stood up from that table in the King High School gym.  It is incomprehensible what one man can do, what one did do.  King High Remembers was put together to honor those like Colonel Lewis Millett.  Thank you for your service, thank you for your time that you spent serving your fellow men.  Thank you to you, Colonel Lewis Millett, and thank you to every other person who has once served or is serving today.
	

