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Nathaniel “Big Nate” Grant


If you know your war history then, you know about the legendary Buffalo Soldiers. These soldiers were special because they were African American. They were segregated groups that were usually sent in first so that less white me would be killed. The buffalo soldier received his name from the Native Americans. They believed that the hair of a black man was similar to a buffalo; therefore they got the nickname of “Buffalo Soldiers.” 
   	Nathaniel Grant was born on March 21, 1921 in the small military town of Leaven worth, Kansas. His father was in the military and he also had an uncle that was a WWI veteran. All of Grant’s life he knew that he wanted to be in the military so, when he reached high school he enrolled in the J.R.O.T.C. He also attended a summer camp at a local fort for three years. Everyone in his family thought it was best for him to be in the military so then young Nathaniel was only nineteen years of age he enrolled in the military. On January 29, 1941 Grant enlisted in the 9th Calvary and became a Buffalo Soldier.
   	When Nathaniel first heard about Pearl Harbor, Mr. Grant and his fellow soldiers had no idea where Pearl Harbor was until they looked on a map. When he first found out that he was going to war he was very scared. He immediately wanted to go home, and that is what he said, kept him alive. 
The most combat action Big Nate saw was in October of 1944. He was with the 92nd Calvary recon troop, stationed in Italy. He was stationed with the 5th army and general Mark Clark.
   	On December 24, 1944, when the Germans over-ran his position. His army had to retreat and in the process lost a few fellow soldiers. They also lost equipment. He was grateful for the 9th 42nd regiment. They consisted of Japanese- American soldiers. The 9th 42nd regiment came and saved the right flank. Nathaniel said, “Without them we would’ve all been dead.”
   	The three things that Nathaniel especially missed during the war; home cooked food, fresh milk, and ice cream. Food leads to the next memory of Nates. His cavalry was set up in Italy near a farmer’s house. Him and his friends were tired of eating K rations and just happened to see some chickens in cages within a few hundred feet of them. He decided to go over there and proceeded to bust open the cages and borrow a couple of chickens. By the end of the night Mr. Grant and his fellow soldiers were full on a chicken dinner.
   	Although there were a couple funny times in between fighting, there were also very sad moments. Nathaniel lost close friends in WWII. One of his good friends was killed in an army car. The ironic thing was that the war was over and he was on his way back to the command post when the car rolled and killed him. His named was Caneas Morris. His second friend was in a river trying to save another soldiers life and ended up drowning himself. His name was Edgar Pickley. Both of these soldiers were from Youngstown, Ohio and should always be remembered.
   	While in war, Nathaniel was never injured. He said, “All the heroes are dead.” Although Nathaniel was a segregated soldier he believes that “blood is blood No matter if it’s white mans blood of black mans blood, it’s still red.” A black medic once gave his own blood to a white G.I. because he was the only one there and the white G.I. didn’t care that the blood he was receiving was from a black medic. 
   	There was one woman in the same troop as Grant. The only thing was, nobody knew she was a woman until one day she was injured. She was pretending to be a man so she could fight in the war but when she was wounded, the medics figured out she was a woman. She was immediately discharged. 
   	Nathaniel’s most memorable moment of WWII was when the Germans were coming at him and he was retreating from his position along with several Italian civilians. As he was running the Germans were throwing and launching bombs at him. He didn’t hear one shell coming strait for him. An Italian woman heard it and threw her body over him. She stopped him as the bomb exploded where he would’ve been if he’d kept running. He was so thankful that he gave her all of his possessions he had on him. He’ll never forget her as long as he lives. 
   	When he came back to the U.S. in 1945 he couldn’t sleep in a bed. He would take his pillow and blankets and lye them down on the floor. He could not sleep during the day either. 
   	Not only was Nathaniel in WWII but he is also a veteran of the Korean and Vietnam Wars. He said, “The difference between WWII and the Korean and Vietnam Wars was that in WWII you knew who you were fighting. In the Vietnam and Korean Wars women and children would sometimes carry bombs and guns and try to kill you.”
   	After the war, Nathaniel never wanted to see a horse again because while he was in the service, the horses were treated better than the soldiers since they were transportation. 
   	Although the wars were over Nathaniel stayed in the service. He married, had one son and one daughter who unfortunately died at birth. He retired in, May 29, 1961, With 21 years, 9 months, and 5 days under his belt. He retired while he was stationed at Glasgow Air Force Base, Montana. He retired with the rank of Tech. Sgt.    
   	Now a day, Grant is a member of many veteran clubs and frequently volunteers at Loma Linda Veteran’s hospital. He has been featured in the local Press-Enterprise for his good deeds He has also received some 50 various types of certificates. When asked if he would if he could change something about the military he states, “there should be better medical benefits.” 
   	A couple memorable experiences since he has been retired include meeting Colin Powell in Kansas in 1997. He also met him again a couple of years ago in San Bernardino. 
   	Nathaniel believes that in war he accomplished becoming a man. He is no longer afraid to talk to anyone no matter race or beliefs. He also learned how to do without food, water, or clean clothes. 
   	Nathaniel also earned an AA degree a Chaffey College in business management.
When asked how it makes him feel when people say that his generation was the last great generation Grant says, “It makes me feel old.” When asked about how he felt about the events of September 11, 2001 and how it compares to Pear Harbor he said, “ I was shocked. Just like Pearl Harbor, people knew about this way before hand they just didn’t think anything would really happen.
   	Nathaniel is a big football fan and his favorite team is the St. Louis Rams. He is also Lakers, Dodger, and Angel fan. He quit smoking after he retired and quit drinking four years ago. Hopefully, because of these decisions, he will have many more years to live and tell his stories to inquiring ears.  


