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	“Politicians start wars because they don’t have to worry about fighting “. There have been many wars fought between the U.S. and other countries, but what about the men and women who fought these wars. In many ways these men and women have been honored for defending the U.S. You always hear a story of what a group of people did, but you rarely get to hear the story of an individual. Luckily our group had the chance to hear the stories of Nicholas J Hammond.
	Before ever thinking of enlisting in the war, he had been going to college at Fresno State. After going to college for four years, he found out that he needed to go to summer school to complete four units. The summer school he went to was at Huntington Lake, seven thousand left in the Sierras the classes were outside under canopies and they lived in tents. There was only one building and it contained the bathrooms and showers. He also said,”There was practically twenty girls to ever guy. You couldn’t go wrong”.
	During summer school, Hammond had taken a course from Dr. Karl Faulk; who was the one who translated Hitler’s speeches that were broadcast to the United States from Germany. One night, Hammond and some friends were having a campfire and drinking wine that they had hid in the stream. Dr. Faulk had come down, which he did every now and then. He told the boys that the U.S. was going to get in the war and that they should enlist after they had finished summer school. Hammond took his advice and enlisted in the Navy. During his fifth year of college, Hammond met his future wife. In the year 1940 Hammond graduated from college.
	For his basic training Hammond was sent to the East Coast on a train and was taken to New York City. He and sixty others were put on the Liss Quincy, a heavy cruiser. Hammond was assigned running mate for a gent named “Snuffy”Smith, while they traveled down the Atlantic. Smith, a first class petty officer, laid out the rules for him right away. “For thirty days I was to be his shadow”, Hammond said. After the thirty days a report was written up by Smith which would state if Hammond passed or not. He passed, and this meant that he could choose what school he wished to go to for training. Northwestern University was where he chose to go. This schooling was for ninety days. The men called it a ninety day wonder school. If you were flunking two classes, you were out of the school. He graduated from the University and from there was sent to a radar/fighter director school in Coronado. Between graduation and Coronado, Hammond married his fiance in Reno, Nevada. After he graduated from the Radar/fighter director School, he was sent to the U.S.S. Saratoga in San Diego. 
	On December 7, 1941 Hammond was on leave with his wife in Fresno or he would have been at Pearl Harbor and who knows what could have happened to him there. He served in ten major battles, nine in the Pacific and one in the Atlantic. The carrier he was on stood off Okinawa for four months during that time. He and the others knew that kamikazes would come, which they did everyday and night. One night while he was in control of the night fighters, they picked up a plane on the radar. Hammond sent a night fighter out a told the fighter to fly up next to the plane and make sure it was the enemy, which it was. The fighter shot the enemy plane down. They shot four enemy planes down that night. Hammond had almost made an Ace out of that fighter (you’re an Ace when you shoot down five planes). Another time when hit by a kamikaze while at anchor in Leyte, there was a bang and fire came through the porthole into his room where he and his roomy were playing chess. The worse task of all was having to identify the men in his division that were killed and then write letters to their families. 
	His major battle in the Atlantic happened when he was on a ship that was called a jeep carrier and it had eighteen planes. They provided protection to a convoy in Great Britain. In Casa Blanca, the French Battleship shot at them. The U.S.S. Washington then destroyed the French Battleship, he was scared. When they were allowed to go on land in Africa they were told not to drink or eat anything. The men didn’t listen and the men on the ship came down with the GI’s and on the way back they ran out of toilet paper. They had to borrow from other ships. Ten days after peace was made with Japan, he went on the beach in Japan. The first thing ha saw were suicide ships and kamikaze planes that were wrecked.
	Capt. Hammond, then a Lt. controlled all the planes that flew over the U.S.S. Missouri when the peace was being signed. After peace was made, Hammond service ended, but he was soon called back for Korea. He said that one thing he would have changed was not to send in his change of address. Nicholas Hammond had received many rewards, like commendations and promotions for his service. Hammond retired as a Captain.
	After his service Nicholas Hammond still helped out. He worked for General Dynamics for twenty-five years. Design engineers invented the first shoulder fire missile, Hammond ran the tests. He spent much time on board ships teaching the men how to use the weapons, but he could get off the ship when he wanted to. Hammond also worked in the Pentagon and he though it was very interesting to find out that the greatest collection of maps is in the basement. It took him twenty minutes from his parking space to get to his office. He went to Maryland University, and received his M.S. in Operation Research. He was asked to look at and come up with designs for containers to carry different electronic supplies that were carried in trains, planes, etc. so the supplies stayed safe.
	“Have fun while you can, that’s the only way”, he said. He had a lot of fun in high school and college and wishes he could do it again. He enjoyed playing sports and games with his friends. The sports and games he played were softball, baseball, tennis, ping-pong, football, bad mitten, acy doosie and poker. While anchored in Leyte Gulf in the Philippines, they played softball on the beach. At third base there was a keg of beer, and they couldn’t have any beer until they got to third base. When they played poker, if they didn’t pay off their losses at payday they wouldn’t let them play until they did. Some men became addicts. He also enjoyed talking with his friends.
	While in the service he met many people. One man was his First Skipper, Captain Dwight Ramsey. Ramsey later received four stars and was known as an outstanding officer. If they made a mistake he wouldn’t yell at them or embarrass them. He would kindly ask them to come to his office and tell them what they did wrong. Hammond also had a roommate who later became the owner of the New York football Giants. “Had some wonderful guys to work with. They taught me so much”, he said.
	Nicholas J. Hammond was one of many who served to defend this country. He risked his life to make the future better and to keep freedom and peace in the U.S. His experience in the service was something that not everyone would be able to experience; He is honored and respected what he has done for America. We are thankful that he has done these things, and that he took time away from his everyday to talk to us and tell us his stories. 
