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Many People today complain about getting up at eight in the morning for a long days work, but they neglect to realize the hardships and struggles veterans dealt with during the war. For many of these veterans, war was a time of sorrow and a great sense of opportunity to serve for their country. They were one of the hundreds of thousands of young Americans who answered when duty called and packed their bags to sail across the ocean to fight tyranny and oppression. Mr. Roby (or we know him as Sgt. Roby during the war) will tell you that the most important things he learned during his tenure of service in the US Army was teamwork. Paul Roby served during one of America’s most confused times, the Second World War.   
	In early 1914, America was a flourishing nation of big cars and booming economies. However, on December 7th it enveloped America in one of its greatest upheavals, World War II. The outpouring of support for America from the people was overwhelming. Thousands of young men signed up for service and the even younger men lied to get in. Finally in 1942, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt was forced to end voluntary enlistment and enact the draft. This was done so that the government would be able to state men in whatever branch they were needed. An eighteen-year-old Paul Roby was on the draft list for the US army. Shortly after being called to duty, Mr. Roby was then sent to Macon, Georgia, where he was put through Infantry school at camp Wheeler. While at camp Wheeler, he discovered that he qualified for a college education through the federal government. He was then sent to University of Georgia in Athens, where he began ASTP (Army Specialized Training Program). He was trained in the field of battlefield engineering. Now, Sergeant Paul Roby remarks that ASTP was a good experience because he met young men from all across the nation. One year later, Sgt. Roby was pulled form the University of Georgia as an engineer, attached to the 10th Armored Division and sent overseas to Europe. The 10th Armored Division that he was assigned to received the nickname the “Tiger Division” because their purpose was to terrify and destroy the enemy.  
	As an engineer and the Commanding Officer of his outfit, Roby’s job was to clear obstacles so that tanks and half tracks were able to make way through the field. Looking back, Sgt. Roby is proud of his time of service in the US Army, but at the time had no idea that he was going to take part in one of the most important counter-offensives of the war, the battle of the Bulge. In December of 1944, the Allies entered the town of Bastogne in Belgium. The German troops had the Americans surrounded, where the 101st Airborne and the 10th Armored Division were hunkered down within the city. The skies were direly overcast, and the Allied troops were running out of supplies, no planes were able to drop packages for them. Sgt. Roby remembers the day that the skies suddenly cleared and planes were able to being air support. He remembers the planes flying over and the parachuted packs falling from the sky (mostly into Allied hands, but some into enemy lines). While Sgt. Roby was just happy to get supplies, he did not realize at the time that he had just participated in what would be the last gasp of the German army to take Europe. When Mr. Roby was asked about the war efforts, he replied, “It did not accomplish anything and it was a big waste of time and money.” With all that in mind he still recalls that it was a good experience but would not want to do it again. After the Battle of the Bulge, Sgt. Roby and his fellow soldiers moved throughout Southeast Germany, liberating towns and villages, while rooting out German strongholds as they went.
	When asked about his greatest and worst memories, Mr. Roby remarked that there were good and bad ones. He remembers the time when we had received the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star for a river-crossing operation. At that very same time at the river- crossing, he recalls the time when his good friend was blown up by a land mine. Sgt. Roby also remembered the hours of down-time he had while waiting for the Germans. He
And his fellow soldiers played poker, read, and slept anywhere they could. During the nights Mr. Roby also remembered the times when enemy bombers would fly over and try to bomb them during their sleep; they called it “Bed Check Charlie”. Paul Roby had written many letters for his fellow soldiers as well, since they were unable to read or write.
	After the war ended he was sent to play baseball for the Army until his time was up. When it eventually got too cold to play baseball, Sgt. Roby attended college in France at the University of Biarritz in Southern France. There, he enrolled in courses in Botany and Psychology. He continued his education in France until 1946, when he earned enough points to be sent home. Like so many soldiers returning for World War II, Sgt. Roby took full advantage of Montgomery GI Bill to finish his college education. He continued his studies at the University of Pennsylvania and after graduation became a high school teacher at Langhorne High School, just outside of Pennsylvania. He continued on with his schooling, and earned his masters degree at the University of Pennsylvania. He then moved to California, and took a teaching job at Whiter College. He transferred to Riverside Community College, where he taught Anatomy and Physiology for forty-one years. Today, Sgt. Roby is Dr. Roby as he earned his doctorate from Loma Linda University. He had also gotten married after the war and had four children. 
	When asked what Paul Roby thinks about the end of the Second World War, he replied that “it was a waste of time” but that he and his fellow soldiers were just doing their jobs. Like so any veterans of the Second World War, Paul Roby felt that the war was a job that had to be done, and he was one of the people who had to do it. 

