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Pauline Sutton- Veteran Biography

	Everyone has felt the call of duty, whether it be to your family or your friends, your religion or your career.  For Pauline Sutton, it was for her country.  Born in December of 1910, ever since she was a young girl, Sutton would play with her dolls and pretend to treat them as a nurse would.  Thus the desire to become a nurse manifested itself in Sutton when she was still a young girl.  This led her to nursing school, from which she graduated in 1932.  After her graduation she joined the Red Cross and subsequently became a part of the Army Reserve.
	Mrs. Sutton heard about the bombing of Pearl Harbor while she was carrying a tray to a patient who had just delivered a baby.  Feeling compelled to serve her country, Mrs. Sutton joined the active nursing service.  Her childhood dreams of nursing becoming a reality, she was given her first assignment at Letterman Hospital in San Francisco.  Following this she was sent to Medford, Oregon where she underwent a six- week basic training program.  Called the infiltration course, the women drilled, marched, and even crawled under barbed wire.  Sutton remembers asking herself, “When will I ever have to use this?”  She did not understand why she had to go through such training to become a nurse.  She was not going to be engaging in combat of any kind.  Yet time would eventually reveal the reasons for the training and it would prove quite necessary in the end.  
	After leaving Oregon, Mrs. Sutton was sent to Camp Stoneman in San Francisco, where she and a group of other nurses organized as a unit.  From here they boarded an extremely overcrowded ship where as many as eight slept in a cabin built for two.  Yet despite these terrible conditions, Sutton does not look back on this experience unfondly.  She remembers it as a time when she made good friends and forged “memories you just don’t forget.”
	Sutton and her unit spend eighteen days aboard the ship and then landed in New Guinea.  It was 1943.  When they arrived it was pouring rain and the nurses were met with a primitive and desolate landscape.  It was here that Sutton learned the art of improvisation.  She and the other nurses had to set up their own hospital with close to no modern conveniences.  No advanced medical equipment was available, beds were scarce and uncomfortable, and there were no bathtubs to clean the infected soldiers’ wounds.  Because of this, Mrs. Sutton began to understand what military nursing was all about and that sometimes you just have to “do what you have to do and forget the inconveniences.”
	After eleven months in New Guinea, Sutton was transferred to Leyte, Philippines, where she set up another hospital.  It was upon landing that Sutton learned the practical application of what she had learned in the infiltration course.  The American forces entered the Philippines shore under fire.  With bombing going on above their heads, the nurses were forced to crawl along the beach for shelter.  Sutton remembers “just praying and praying” as they crawled their way up on the beach.  Sutton says that this experience helped her to understand the men better and empathize with all they went through.  
	Although in the Philippines the nurses had more supplies than they’d had in New Guinea, Sutton was still met with a deeper understanding of a nurse’s requirement of having to “meet the situation and know what you want to accomplish.”  Faced with men who had terrible skin conditions and rarely got baths, Sutton and the other nurses used their improvisation skills and fashioned bathtubs out of old oil barrels.  Doing what she did because she wanted to “find ways to take care of the men and make them more comfortable,” Pauline Sutton was demonstrating her exceptional skills as a military nurse who was not afraid of a challenge.  Giving up her own vitamins in order to provide sustenance, nutrition, and comfort to the wounded men, she was truly a gifted and caring nurse.  
	Sutton left the Philippines and reported to Camp Hoan, California where one was asked to remain on active duty, leave the Army or leave active duty and remain in the Reserves.  She chose to leave activity duty and remain in the Reserves so she could pursue studies for a higher degree in nursing.
	In 1947 Congress passed a law providing for three Nurse Corps, Army Navy and Air Force that became an integral part of the Military Services.  At this time Sutton received a call from medical personnel in Washington, D.C. and was asked to return to active duty.  She returned to active duty with the promise to get higher education degree.  Her assignments: reopen Camp Roberts, Army Nurse Corps Recruiting out of Six Army Headquarters in Presidio San Francisco, California for two years; Advanced Medical Service School at San Antonio Texas; then to Wurzburg, Germany as Chief Nurse for three years.  Stateside assignment was Chief Nurse at Atomic Energy facility for one year.  There after to teach at Medical Field Service School for two years and Chief Nurse for three years.  Retirement was from this assignment in 1964.  
	“Army nursing is a great profession; it is constantly being brought up to date,” explains Mrs. Sutton.  Conditions and faculties have improved and now nursing is a lot less strenuous due to advancements.  It is an honor to serve in this country as a nurse.  Today, Mrs. Sutton believes firmly in these words.  Thank you, Mrs. Sutton, for your time, for your effort, for your love of this country.  You have served us well.  
	

