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      “Ever since I was a young girl I wanted to be a nurse, I even used to draw little red crosses on my dolls foreheads.” As she speaks, Pauline Sutton remembers her dreams as a young child. There are not too many Americans that grow up on one dream, and accomplish it throughout their life. Pauline was and still is one of those inspirational Americans. Born in December of 1910, Sutton grew up treating her dolls as a nurse would treat her patients. 
     Pauline Sutton started her dream at nursing school and then transferred to UCLA. It was only 1932 in which she graduated. It was at this time when she was ready to take on the duties of the American Red Cross. The American Red Cross later became known as the United States Army Reserve. The Red Cross would call on Sutton when she was needed, and in doing so she would earn points (within the Red Cross) for her help, support, and dedication. Pauline did not just do it for the points; she did it because its what she loves to do. 
     Unexpectedly, Pauline Sutton heard about the bombing of Pearl Harbor while carrying a tray to a new mother. The announcement came on her patient’s radio that they were listening to and they were all in shock. Although Pauline couldn’t believe what was happening, she knew that her country needed her. Her country was calling for her, so she joined the active nursing service. After this, she knew that her childhood dreams were becoming a reality. She was given her first assignment at Letterman Hospital in San Francisco. After that, she was sent to Medford, Oregon, where she went through a six-week basic training program. Undergoing the infiltration courses, the women had to do the same training that the men did. Mrs. Sutton was confused on why she had to train on such courses, but in the end, the hard training would definitely pay off.
     Mrs. Sutton was sent back to Camp Stoneman in San Francisco after leaving Oregon. There, she and a group of other nurses joined as a unit. From here, she and 5,000 other nurses and soldiers boarded on a cruise ship that was meant for 580. A room for 2 had to fit 6, and they were fed 2 meals a day. The ladies had to wear men’s clothing that were nowhere close to fitting them properly. They had no clue where they were going, but Pauline was prepared for the worst. 
     They had spent 18 days aboard this overcrowded ship until they landed in New Guinea. It was pouring rain and they had to go down rope ladders to get on the landing craft. From here they set up hospital tents. They had no idea what they were doing and supplies were very limited. “Improvisation was the key skill we had to use” Sutton made this statement very clear. At this time, there weren’t many injuries from the war compared to illness problems caused by disease, tropical fevers with extremely high fevers, and many open skin diseases. After 11 months in New Guinea Sutton was transferred to the Leyte Island in the Philippines where she set up yet another hospital tent. This is where Sutton really used her training skills from the infiltration courses. As they landed on the beach, they were under fire. In Leyte, Pauline used her improvising skills, but it wasn’t as bad as it was in New Guinea. Men had terrible skin conditions, and they had no bathtubs so they improvised and used old barrels that were cut down by the C.B.s. The newly made bathtubs were used for oatmeal baths used to soothe the skin conditions. “Just enough to clean the men”, Mrs. Sutton commented. She knew what needed to be done. 
     After the Philippines, Sutton reported back to California at camp Haan. She was separated from active duty, but chose to remain in the reserves. Pauline decided that she wanted to pursue her studies for a higher degree in nursing.
     Later, she returned to active duty and had many varied assignments; opening a hospital on Camp Roberts, recruiting for nurses during the Korean Conflict, teaching advanced military courses, and going across oceans in Germany as Chief nurse of a general hospital. When she returned to the United States of America she was stationed at the Atomic Energy Area Hospital in Richland, Utah, then to Medicine Field Service School in San Antonio, Texas to teach. Then, there was retirement. 
     Pauline Sutton retired after 26 years of serving as an army nurse. She retired as a Lieutenant Colonel. She received awards for her “exceptional duty” and another for the “European theatre”. Through the hard times, Pauline stayed strong and she wouldn’t trade any of those memories for anything.  Reflecting back on her service and experience, Pauline says, “Overall, without a doubt, it was the most beautiful experience. It was worthwhile, exciting, and challenging; I feel privileged. Later in life, she got called on to a TV show when someone gave her a letter thanking her for his life; that was one of the most remarkable moments of her whole life. Pauline Sutton served our country well, and we are very thankful for that. 

