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R.C. Lasater
R.C. Lasater was never the greater student. His only goal in life was to join the army as a cook, and became a lifetime military man. At seventeen years old, he enlisted with the permission of his parents. He was trained and shipped out to kobe, Japan. During the time that he served in Kobe, a "Flushout" was called and all army men were called to Korea to fight. He through the hardships of war, but say's "I would never trade it for anything ." Here is his story.
R.C. was born in Riverside, California, on December 5, 1931. He was the youngest child. His brother served in the army during World War 2, and both siblings went through the great depression. R.C. attended Longfellow Elementary as a child. Then he went to University Heights Middle school and then went on to Riverside Poly High school.
R.C. report card would receive comments like "disruptive in class" and "obsessive talking." He also did not receive the greatest grades or challenge the hardest classes. R.C.'s goal was to join the army, but he needed his parents to sign permission slip for him because he was under the age of eighteen. His parents agreed with the provision that, if he passed high school they would sign the form. R.C. passed high school, and at seventeen enlisted into the Army to become a cook.
R.C enlisted in September 1949, and received his basic training in Fort Ord, California which lasted sixteen weeks. He was then sent to Camp Stoneman in Pittsburgh, California for instruction and training. After receive his training, R.C. was sent to Kobe, Japan to work as a stevedore in the port of Kobe for the Army. To his surprise, in August 1950, he was called to serve battle.
That August, Operation Flushout took place. Operation is where all Flushout members of the small army base in Kobe, Japan were sent to Korea to fight. R.C. was assigned to the company B of the Seventh Calvary Regiment of the First Calvary Division as an infantry rifleman. The war for korea had began, and R.C. was caught in the middle. On September 8, 1950, R.C. later received a slight wound to his rear and was hospitalized for seven days. For this, R.C. later received the Purple Heart, making him the first person from riverside to receive the Purple Heart for combat in Korea.
With one-hundred fourteen days rest, R.C. returned to Company B in time for the break out of the Pusan Perimeter and the drive north to link up with the units involved in the Inchon Landing. Several months from his last injury, on February 4, 1951, he was shot in the leg, he was evacuated then in a hospital in Japan where he received treatment. He later received another Purple Heart for this injury. That April he returned to his unit in Korea. In May of that year he was rotated back to America for reassignment. R.C. was assigned to Camps Roberts, California, in the Division Faculty Unit. R.C. Lasater was honorably discharged from the Army on October 16, 1952.
R.C. said "That after being through war and having bullets shot as you, (he) did not want to be a lifetime military man." Although he went through harsh times during war, like not being able to shower, eat regularly, being shot at, bombed gasses, etc, not being able to sleep, trying to sleep in holes, and always the threat of death, R.C. would not trade that experience. During his three years in service, he was awarded: Combat Infantry Badge, the Bronze star for valor, two Purple Hearts, Korean service medal with three Bronze Stars, United Nations Medal, national Defense Medal, and the Korean Government Service Medal. His goal when he first entered, to become a lifetime military man, that goal was over, so now he had to search for a new career.
He returned to Riverside on October 16, 1952, and started to work in construction as a structural iron worker. By February, R.C. decided to go back to school, and on February 14, 1954, he started Riverside Community College to pursue a career in physical therapy. R.C. married in 1955, and three children, and four grandchildren. He gradated in June 1956, and September 1956 R.C. began attending UCLA. In June 1958 he graduated and received a B.S. degree in physical Education. That September he attended Children's hospital school of physical Therapy, and was awarded a certificate in physical therapy in November 1959. That November R.C. got a job as a staff physical therapist at the Long Beach Veterans Hospital. He worked there until May 1963 when he moved back to Riverside. He returned to Riverside to take the job as Head of the Physical Therapy Department at Riverside General Hospital. He continued to work there for thirty-two years, Until April 1994, when he retired.
Although war is unforgettable, R.C. does not recall any of the men that were in his unit. He is stained by this, but will never forget what he saw in war. He returned to a parade when the ship landed in Seattle, Washington, nut was never treated as a hero as those who had sewed World War II. Korea is the forgotten war, and soldiers from that war are not treated as. Many do not see them as heroes, but they fought for democracy. 54,246 died veterans should be, respected and honored for their commitment to the service of our country during this time period, and those that fought for the right of freedom should be seen as heroes. R.C. is too hero, he fought courageously in Korea and saw things that many will never see. R.C. is a genuine hero although he may not think that it is true.
	


