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                                           Pearl Harbor Veteran- Robert Ehm
Throughout Robert Ehms’ life, he experienced several life changing events that helped shape him into the veteran that he is today. As a Pearl Harbor survivor, Robert Ehm lived through the December 7 tragedy and continued serving in the Navy for 20 years in Ship Engineering Departments.
	Robert Ehm’s origins are dated back to July 3, 1914, where he was born in Brooklyn, New York. He grew up on a farm with his family in Delaware for the majority of his years as a baby and a toddler. Then, he moved in with his aunt who owned a gas station nearby. During his educational years, he attended Wilmington Delaware High School. After graduating from Wilmington, he attended the University of Delaware where he majored in engineering.
 Ehm first enlisted into the Navy in 1936. Enlisting into the Navy was a form refuge in escaping the depression and poverty that took place during 1936. His first rate in the Navy, in Boot Camp, was an Apprentice Seaman. Out of 200,000 men who applied for the Navy in 1936, only 20,000 were accepted. Ehm believes that because of his college education, he was accepted into the Navy. Life on a Navy ship was an arduous. He had to adapt to living by the bell and bugle, and sleeping in a hammock the first four years was a new and strange experience.
	On December 7, 1941, Robert Ehm was on watch in the Engineering spaces of the Battleship U.S.S. Arizona. Robert Ehm was about to get married and had planned a leave on December 7. By mistake, he was called to go on watch. After hearing “Away, Fire, Rescue” on the ships speaker system he thought that a plane was going to crash in the water. A plane with a Japanese insignia dropped a torpedo. The torpedo hit his ship’s steaming fire room, which resulted in total darkness. Unaware that the torpedoing was intended for their ship, there was a strong rushing wind throughout the ship as successive torpedoes hit and a Sunday sunny blue sky was soon smothered in an enormous amount of black smoke. Other men called out to Ehm, the watch, “What’s going on?” Ehm replied, “How the hell do I know?” Consequently, the USS West Virginia ship began to flood. As the West Virginia ship continued to flood, he and a fellow crewmen went up to the next deck to close the door of the post office, which was flooding their deck below. He was unable to close the post office’s door and then proceeded to close ports adjacent where the water was coming through also; He remembers that this they were unable to do due to the intense force of water. Next thing he remembers is a torpedo must have hit nearby and he found himself topside. He had no idea of how he ended up there.  Unable to go back below as by now completely flooded, Ehm did what he could to help the wounded men. He mainly provided them with life jackets. After the wounded had been tended to he then tried to get onto the Battleship U.S.S. Tennessee alongside and report to the command. In order to go from U.S.S. West Virginia to U.S.S. Tennessee, he planed to go on the 16-inch wide armor belt where they touched. As Ehm attempted to jump onto the U.S.S. Tennessee belt, he fell overboard. While in the oily water, the beach was twenty yards off from where he was so he started to swim toward the beach. As Ehm arrived on the shore, he found refuge underneath an auto where he then sees directly above him it’s gas tank. He decides that it’s not the best place to be. He runs, and then sees a burnt piece of canvas that he uses to protect himself from the by now strafing Japanese planes. Finally he gets across the airfield and there he picks up a piece of shrapnel (for a souvenir) that had not been cooled off. He burned his hand as a result of holding the hot piece of material. After December 7, Ehm received orders to go back to West Virginia, where he becomes a hard hat Navy driver. Eventually they put 11 pumps in the ship and pumped out all of the water. It took a full a year to refurnish the ship to go to sea, but she was eventually fully restored. When the completed they took that ship and sailed it across 3000 miles of open ocean to the Navy yard in Bremerton, Washington.
	After Pearl Harbor, Ehm spent the next 13 years at sea duty where in 1943 he was commissioned all engine in the line. During the development of the Atomic Bomb, Ehm was present when the bomb was tested at the Bikini Islands.
	During the Korean War, Robert Ehm was stationed in Kodiak Alaska with the Navy’s ship repair. Overall, Robert Ehm served on 13 ships during his career. He eventually married his fiancée. Unfortunately, she died after their 31 year old marriage. Currently, he is remarried to Clare Ehm and they have been happily married for 11 years. Robert Ehm retired as a Lieutenant Commander in the Navy. After serving for 20 years. After the death of his wife, he worked for Brinks Inc. Air. As a courier CDR Ehm said, “ I love the Navy and wouldn’t change anything about it.”      
	We can all learn from CDR Ehm’s life. He is an example in the choices he made, the positive attitude he maintains, and the love he displayed for his country. His life has truly been a remarkable one. CDR Ehm’s exemplifies a true veteran hero who put his life on the line in order to serve, honor, and care for his country.

