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Veteran’s Day Report

	Mr. Robert Michael (Mike) McCune served in the Army during the Vietnam War. He enlisted in the Army as a second Lieutenant and came out as a first Lieutenant. He was stationed in Korea as part of the 23rd support group, providing support maintenance for missiles and air defense. Also, Mr. McCune ran supply operations and maintenance on the eighth Army aircraft. When Mike came back to the United States, he was the company commander of his engineering group, stationed in Illinois. 
	The Vietnam conflict was just starting when Mike entered college. When he gained knowledge of the war, he joined the ROTC so that he wouldn’t get drafted and after training for four years, would go into the Army as an officer. He was 21 when he enlisted in the US Army. 
Mike saw the Army as a great melting pot when he originally traveled to the east coast for training. He saw many different cultures and minorities that joined the service to get a good start in life. He felt supportive of the war along with an obligation to fight and decided he wasn’t going to avoid going. After receiving training in ROTC, between his junior and senior year of college, Mike went to boot camp at Ft. Lewis in Washington state.His first assignment after being commissioned was to report for training right outside of Baltimore, Maryland. Mike took ordinance core and got basic training there and soon became a maintenance officer while earning his Bachelors of Science degree in electrical engineering. 
	In late December 1965, the war started to really build up, Mike left to go overseas to Korea. Things were still calm and there were really no changes in the US but, when Mike returned home it was a completely different story. He was in total shock because of all the changes in the attitudes of the American people toward our government and troops in Vietnam. 
In Korea, Mike’s main commander was Lieutenant Colonel Crackour and his first commanding officer was Captain Orrick. Mike’s group was ordered to go get infiltrators in North Korea, but the Koreans found them first and killed them all, which was the only action Mike ever saw in the war because he never actually went to Vietnam. When he returned to the United States, everyone in uniform suffered harassment and faced protests and humiliation. Mike said he was “very surprised” at the US he came home to. He saw hippies, drugs and a complete cultural change. He remembers being shocked by it all. 
	Mike got to experience some really great things during his time in the service. He spent the Christmas holidays of 1965 at the R&R center in Hawaii. He got to talk to combat pilots and take tours of aircrafts and partied with the other officers. He went to Japan on New Years of 1966 and things were different and cheap there. He got treated well by the Japanese and befriended a Lieutenant fluent in the language so he could translate. 
Mike remembers Korea being different as well. The country was poor. There were no paved roads and no bridges in some places, so they had to go through rivers in jeeps. Korea had just started to produce cars and the farming was done by hand because there were little motorized tools and machines. It was a cruel time for Koreans when he was there. Middle aged men in Korea had grown up under Japanese domination that drained the country dry, so most of them were hostile. Mike found the Koreans an interesting people. They were easy to make laugh and easy to make mad. They had a different religion, different food, and a different lifestyle than he was used to. Mike said he was treated differently in the different areas he traveled. The American soldiers went to shooting ranges and in some places they were given food and in other areas they were harassed and spit on.  Some Koreans hated Americans from experiences thirteen to fourteen years prior to Mike’s duty when American soldiers threw grenades at the Koreans houses and killed innocent people. In some of these areas, American officers weren’t allowed to drive because the Koreans would jump in front of the vehicles and sue the government when they were injured. It was very cold in winter and very hot in the summer there. Mike had to inspect tanks in the winter and it was almost unbearable. The time that Mike was in Korea, he learned some of the Korean language. The Korean alphabet is made up of twenty four characters, so he said it was easy to learn and understand, but very difficult to speak. Knowing the Korean language helped him to get to know people easier because they were appreciative of his effort to learn their language. 
At this point in time, Mike feels that North Korea is the most dangerous country in the world. They are very isolated and don’t know how to deal with the rest of the world. Mike said, “They know how to get into trouble, but don’t know how to get out of it.” He also feels that if they don’t already have an atomic bomb, that they’re very close. They have other kinds of weapons and are the biggest suppliers of missiles to rogue nations. They cooperate with Iraq and Iran and build scud missiles which are weapons of terror and continue to sell them. It doesn’t make sense to Mike that people in Korea are starving, yet their country still uses most of their money on building weapons and bombs. 
	When asked about the differences between World War II and Vietnam, Mike said, “In WWII people stayed in Germany for the duration of the war; in Vietnam people were rotated. People were patriotic in WWII while Vietnam lasted for ten years so people got tired of war. People took out their feelings on the military and politicians during the Vietnam conflict. Our country became divided. There was civil unrest and race riots. Vietnam was the start of militant black groups, such as the Black Panthers. The military had to station people across the United States for riot control, which really surprised Mike.” He also said, “Coming back to the United States and seeing everything that had changed and trying to adapt to it was my worst memory of Vietnam.” 
When asked about the whole Iraq situation, Mike said, “We have been at war with Iraq for twelve years and the terrorists for twenty five years. The Fascists (Iraq), Religious (Bin Laden), and Iran groups used to hate each other and now they have come together to fight us. We are going to have to disarm Iraq sooner or later, so now is as good of time as ever. We won’t know if going to war was a good idea or a bad idea until ten years from now.” He is supportive of the decision to go to war with Iraq. 
I asked Mike what he feels the similarities and differences are between him and the people that serve in the Military today and he said, “We both have a love of the country, and probably felt the need to serve or the need to do something. I’m sure we both enjoy the camaraderie, marines especially. Differences are that things are a lot more automated and technological now. Weapons are more precise which allows our military to kill less civilians and there’s less chance of our soldiers getting killed.” 
	Overall, Mike thinks his Army time was some of the best stuff he’s ever done. He said he only went into the Army because of the war, but now he feels differently because now he would have gone regardless. Mike’s favorite thing about being in Vietnam was the amount of responsibility given to him by the Army and the training that he received was incredible. He was assigned 100 GI’s and 150 Korean civilians. Mike also loved how much he got to travel and experience. “I wanted to experience new things, and that’s what I got.”
	The world changed a lot because of Vietnam. Some of the changes made us better. The healing process after the war made the world stronger. In Mike’s opinion, Vietnam taught us a lesson about not getting into a war if there is no objective or no exit criteria. Because of Vietnam, the United States learned that there could be a voluntary Army with no draft. The end of Vietnam ended the draft. 
After the war, Mike worked for IBM in Minnesota as an engineer. He’s been married twice since then, has two daughters, and now works as the Deputy Executive Director of the Naval Surface Warfare Center in Corona, California. Mike said that two things he learned were that you can’t hate people forever and you need to learn to put things in the past. He also believes that you need to make up with people you care about the most and do whatever you can to reunite with your family. 


