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		When I first met William Kenneth Woerz, I knew he was someone who would leave a huge impact on my life. He had sincerity in his voice when he spoke about his deployment, he had extreme passion in his eyes when he told us the stories about Iraq, and he was the most inspirational man I have ever spoken with.  He is outspoken beyond belief, brilliant, and after that hour and a half speaking to him, I learned more about the war than I could have in a year of history class. He knew exact dates, he had pictures that made it feel like you were there with him, and he had artifacts from Iraq. After September Eleventh, my Veteran wanted more in his life. He wanted to utilize the skills he had, and that is exactly what he did. He chose a dangerous, malicious life style, over being home and safe. That is why he is a hero, and one of the most inspirational people I have ever met. 
		William Woerz was born February 28, 1978 and grew up in Riverside, CA, just a few miles away from where I grew up. That really got my attention. He went to Norte Vista Elementary School, and after went to Norte Vista High School. He graduated in 1996, the same year I was born. He told me, “Just wait until you are older and hear about someone being born the same year you graduate.” He was very funny, and made me laugh like crazy. He told us that he had never left California until he was probably sixteen or seventeen. His parents weren’t ever really the type to leave and travel, and he farthest he had ever been was Victorville, CA. He told us that he wanted more, and couldn’t wait to see the rest of what the world had in store. 
Before the military, William Woerz got in a year’s worth of college. He went to school for architecture and engineering. He knew that that’s what he loved to do, and it would benefit him in the long run. His college professor told him. “You don’t need to finish this course, you can stop now and go ahead with your career.” Woerz said the only words he heard were “No school” and “Go ahead with your career.” William Woerz then became a self employed draftsman for homes and residential buildings.  
After September Eleventh, William Woerz decided he needed to change his life. He watched the Twin Towers fall, and watched families be torn apart. He told me, “At 3pm on September Eleventh, 2001, I asked myself, [“What am I doing with my life?”].” He knew at that moment he wanted to change his life. He volunteered for service on March Eighth, 2002. He knew he was leaving behind his wife, his father and his mother, the safety of his home, and the peace and quiet he would soon be away from.  When he told me that he volunteered, I was so thankful and so happy to be sitting in his presence. I could never repay him for the time he spent away from his family. 
At first, he wanted to sign up for the Navy. They told him that he could be a “Sanitation Technician.” The look on his face when he told us that was priceless! When he volunteered for the Military on March Eighth, 2002, he chose the Army. He chose the Army due to the fact that they had a lot more job opportunities. He got to be put into a job that he could succeed in, and help the world with. He scored a 99/99 on his ASVAB. That is extremely impeccable compared to some of today’s scores. Since he scored so well on his ASVAB, he had a very wide range of choices when it came down to his Military career. e He chose to be a Topographic Surveyor. He went to Basic Training in South Carolina from June 6, 2003, to August 18, 2003. He trained for infantry first, so that he could learn to use a weapon. Next they trained him for combat maneuvers. One of the coolest things he got to do, he said, was learning to drive the huge M998A Ambulance trucks. From there, he went to advanced training in Belvoir, Virginia. He got to do specialized work for Topographic Surveying on George Washington’s, Mt. Vernon land. He said the most important thing he learned in basic training was the stress that they put on teamwork. “Every day we did something that had to do with team work, and every time we did I learned the importance even more,” he said when he explained the lessons he learned. Sergeant Woerz said that the only thing he wasn’t ready for was the humidity and heat of South Carolina. Basically, what a Topographic Surveyor does is make changes to current Military maps, and certify airfields for planes to land in foreign areas. Making sure the land is safe makes is possible to get and take supplies to our troops. He served all over the world. On duty, he was on tour in Germany, Kuwait, Iraq, Kosovo, Qatar and Jordan. He did off time duty in The Netherlands, and Italy. He said being in Kosovo was the most beautiful, breath taking thing he has ever witnessed. While he and his unit were overseas, they earned the Award of Meritorious Unit Commendation. Woerz himself however, was presented with the awards of; Global War On Terrorism, Overseas Service Medal, Expeditionary Medal and The Army Commendation Medal. He also received the Iraq Service Medal twice, once for invasion and another time for reconstruction.  A lot of the stories he told us about were hilarious! He showed us pictures of him and his good friends standing in front of huge helicopters, and Iraqi buildings. They would catch camel spiders and make them fight for entertainment, put together make-shift pool tables, and tell each other stories from home. He said he could always count on one of his good friends, Elkins, to make him feel like he was at home. No matter what the situation, no matter what the time of day, Elkins would be joking and smiling. When we asked him what one thing was that he did for comfort, he told us that he would read, draw and write. “Most of the time,” he said, “You would just pretend you weren’t there. You would pretend you were anywhere but there.”
Unfortunately, after serving our country, Sergeant Woerz had to be medically discharged. The fluid in his spinal disks were drained way too low, and he was experiencing extreme pain. His back pain was so horrific, he would be taking up to 4800 milligrams of ibuprofen a day. You are only supposed to consume, at the most, 3000 milligrams. The amount of this pain killer was tearing a hole in his stomach. This was bringing even worse pain to him. He said, “I was extremely sad to see it end.” He was officially discharged from the Army on February 25, 2006. After William Woerz got home from serving, he went back to work. He knew he wanted to keep working on his schooling though, so that is exactly what he did. The G.I Bill allowed him to go to school for free, and helped him achieve what he wanted to do. They pay for him to go, they pay for his books, and they pay him to sit there and get the knowledge he needs to better his life.  When he got back though, the most important thing was that he got to continue where he left off. He got to be back home with beautiful wife, Father and Mother. Woerz said that no matter what, when he would speak with his grandfather, it was always a competition. Not in a bad way, but they would compare their war stories. The smile never left Sergeant Woerz face when he was speaking about his deployment, trips, and stories. 
Today, he is keeping up with the current events his friends are going through, keeping up with his family life, and keeping up with his schooling. He keeps all of the knowledge he learned from being in the service, and makes sure he uses it fully to his advantage. He feels immense pride knowing he followed in his grandfather, and father’s footsteps. He said all of the information he was taught applies everyday to his life. He uses it to make decisions daily, and always thinks back to it when he is facing a tough situation.  He said he is so ecstatic he gets to keep in touch with a lot of his military friends using “Facebook.” The one thing that I will never, no matter what, forget, is some of the last words he said to us. “Trust in yourself. There is only one you, no matter how tough life gets, make the most of what you have and live it to its full extent.” Those words will stick with me when I need encouragement. He taught me in that short period of time, that no matter what, look forward. Your life is so much more valuable than you would ever imagine. He made a massive impact on my life. I will never forget this amazing man.  I can never thank him enough, and just being in his presence for that amount of time made me really take a step back and appreciate life to a different level. Thank you, Sergeant William Kenneth Woerz lll. You are truly an American Hero.


