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	This is the story of Willie Damper, a retired Master Sergeant in the Air Force, who dedicated twenty years of his like to the United States military. Mr. Damper was born in the small town of Shuqualak, Mississippi in 1942. He was born into a family of military background. His father, a farmer, served in World War 2 and returned home after becoming injured, never seeing the battlefield again. Before him, Willie’s oldest brother served in the Korean War. His family then moved to East St. Louis, Illinois where he grew up. He graduated high school in 1962 and joined the Air Force on New Years Eve of 1962 at the age of 20. He decided to join the Air Force so he could explore his career options since jobs were scarce and he was in need of one. The Air Force was most likely not going to see any combat and so it was his first choice. 
	He was first stationed in San Antonio, Texas for military training. He was there for 8 weeks where his discipline was established. After his training was complete he went to technical school and was appointed to go into the department of Logistics. In Logistics, the job was to order parts such as base supplies and then to make sure the material got to where it was needed. He then transferred bases and was stationed in Bunker Hill, Indiana as a 3rd Class Airman. His worst experiences came from here because of the amount of racism he endured in the area. It got so bad that the Base Commander went to speak to the community about the issue. He was there for 19 months then was repositioned in the Philippines. 
	While in the Philippines he started his education back up and enrolled in the college program they had. He was fortunate enough to have a Phillippino supervisor so he got real acquainted with the culture. He reached the rank of 1st Class Airman before he was sent to a new base. His next destination was Lowery, Colorado. He then got married to his high school sweet heart and his new wife moved to Denver with him. They stayed there for two years then had to move bases two more times after being married, back out to Thailand, then to Lancaster, California where he was sent to recruiting duty after ten years of active service in the Air Force. Willie really enjoyed recruiting because he loved speaking to teens and young adults about his experiences in the Air Force and the amount of opportunities it holds. 
	He retired New Years Eve of 1982 as a Master Sergeant, two short of the highest ranking position of Chief Master Sergeant. By the end of his military career he earned his AA degree and had two children, both girls. After retiring at age 40, he decided to open a business. He settled down in Riverside, California and runs a tax and book keeping business. After 20 years in the Air Force, Willie Damper was and will always be a hero for his hard work in supporting America with his years of dedication and service to his country. He encourages anyone interested in joining the Armed Forces to join the Air Force. His viewpoint on the world is “we need more engineers”, because technology is what keeps us on top and if we don’t we might not be able to stay a world power. Many people today do not pay the respect to these veterans who deserve it more than anyone else, and it is extremely important for our generation to hear and learn from the experiences of our previous generation.


