Arlo Gard
Private First Class, United States Marine Corps
 
 
Private First Class Alro G. Gard was born in 1926 in Nebraska and enlisted (illegally) for the Marine Corps at the young age of seventeen, on July 28, 1943.  He never attended college, but enlisted right out of high school.  His motivation for enlisting was that “[he] had nothing else to do,” no college, no job, no future plans, so he took advantage of the opportunity and signed up.
 Enlisting in the United States Marine Corps (U.S.M.C.) P.F.C serial # 42802 he had encountered some extreme training.  He went through seven weeks of Boot Camp in Platoon 606 in San Diego which contained a total of seventy men.  Another three weeks at Camp Matthew’s Rifle range to practice firing live rounds for qualification to fire arms, plus, one final week of preparation and inspection for graduation.  He then was faced with the choice to be either an Air Corps or a Telephone Wirer.  Choosing to be a Telephone wirer, he then attended a six week school were he had to train to climb poles and lay wire.  He climbed trees with metal spikes on the bottom with 90 pounds worth of telephone wire on his back.  He spent many days hiking with the weight so that way he could get used to it and not become slow in the field.   
After his harsh training, he was assigned to Charlie’s Battery 1st battalion 12th Marine Regiment at Camp Dunlop in Niland, California.  This company then was taken by convoy to Camp Pendleton in Oceanside.  They were the first military unit to be stationed in the newly established base, on December 1, 1942.  Training at Pendleton lasted until January 14, 1943, after they made their way (for thirty days) on a Victory Ship to New Zealand.  They arrived at Auckland, New Zealand in February 1943.  He was assigned to a New Zealand Army camp thirty miles south of Auckland.  They lived in four man huts and hiked 12 miles every other day.  They made a practice landing and had a 48-hour pass to Auckland.  They then embarked for Guadalcanal Island, Solomon’s.  It was 800 miles due north of New Zealand.  There they camped in a Coconut grove that was one mile long and one mile wide.  They had been trained for their first landing on Bougainvillea 49 miles from Henderson Field.
 November 1, 1943 they landed in Bougainvillea, 300 miles due north of Guadalcanal.  They established a perimeter for airfields.  They remained there until relieved January 15, 1944 and returned to Guadalcanal.  Sailing to the Mariana’s Islands, after 45 day on the LST they landed in Guam on July 21, 1944.  The campaign lasted 30 days, with another 10 days of patrolling for Japanese.  Then, in October, they made a sweep of the island to catch any Japanese that had been missed.
After Guam, they made their way to Iwo Jima and landed February 19, 1945 and spent 30 days beside airfield #1.  Mr. Gard was witness to the first landing of a B-29 and still vividly remembers it today.  When they finally made it up and attacked the pillbox a tank came by and gave them fire support.  He laid wire for the communications and on occasion the wire would get split when tanks would run them over.  He shared with us the time he watched the soldiers place the American flag on the hill, both times.  The first was a small flag so they changed it to the bigger one, which is a nation wide known picture. 
 They debarked March 19, 1945 after 28 months overseas.  After a time of leave, Mr. Gard reported back May 6th and spent the next 3 months guarding prisoners at the base prison. P.F.C.  Arlo G. Gard was then honorably discharged from the United States Marine Corps.
Mr. Gard remarked that he never became very emotional when discussing the war and was more excited just to share his story.  Though he did comment that the most frightening thing for him was the one day he was forced to fight on the front line.  That was the one and only time Arlo Gard ever actually fought in the war.  One of the toughest times Gard ever had was when he lost three friends in Guam.  That really opened his eyes to the horrors of war.  There were also some close calls that shook him up a bit.  While working near a battle for radio communication, Gard left for a moment and was shocked to find that when he returned, his partner had been killed.  Crossing a rice paddy, Mr. Gard made it safely to the other side while those behind him were shot and killed.  The close calls really make you think, and realize that there must have been a reason you were saved, in the right place at the right time.
After the war, Mr. Gard then attended the University of Wisconsin, and became a Physical Education teacher and a high school sports coach.  In his hometown Mr. Gard coached track, baseball, and football.  In the 1950’s Mr. Gard came out to California on vacation and ended up making the decision to live here and raise his family.  He then taught at such places as University Heights Middle School, Rubidioux High School, and (most recently) Riverside Poly for 20 years.  The highlight of Mr. Gard’s career was coaching Reggie Miller on Poly’s basketball team.  Arlo G. Gard retired in 1985 but still finds the time to share his war stories with students.


