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Arlo Gard was born in Nebraska in 1926 and also grew up there.  When he graduated high school at the age of seventeen, he had no desire to go to college.  He enlisted in the United States Marine Corps at the age of seventeen on July 28, 1943.  He did so because a friend persuaded him.  He felt that  “ You were going to be drafted anyway, so might as well join up now.”  Arlo ended up serving in the Pacific Theater of World War II until 1945.
Arlo joined the U.S. Marine Corps and was sent aboard a troop train to San Diego for boot camp.  He spent seven weeks there for boot camp and another three weeks at Camp Matthew’s Rifle Range.  There he learned how to fire a Springfield 03 bolt-action rifle.  After completion of basic training, he decided that he wanted to specialize in communications via telephones.  From there he had to attend a six-week class for training.  There he learned how to lay wire, climb trees with metal spikes and how to endure carrying an eighty-pound roll of wire on his back.
The Marine Corps then placed him in Charlie Battery, 12th Battalion, 1st Marines at Camp Dunlop in Highland, California.  He was stationed there for the next three weeks.  From Camp Dunlop, his unit was sent to Campo Pendleton on December 1, 1942.  At Camp Pendleton, he underwent more training and practice until January 14, 1943.  Finishing practice there, Arlo was to be sent overseas to receive more training on installing telephones.       
Arlo Gard, for thirty days, traveled aboard a Victory Ship until they reached their destination in Auckland, New Zealand.  Aboard these steel ships, there was nothing to do but talk and smoke cigarettes.  They arrived in Auckland in February of 1943.  Mr. Gard was assigned to the army camp there.  There he learned how to install telephones and switchboxes and how to lay telephone wire.  Arlo recalled the training there as “very intense”.  He said that sometimes they would have to hike twelve miles a day in the mountains.  Upon conclusion of the practice and training, Arlo’s unit participated in the first military offensive of World War II.
Following New Zealand, Mr. Gard went to Bougainville to help protect the small island.  After another long trip on a presidential ship, Arlo’s unit landed in Bougainvillea on November 1, 1943.  This island was strategically important because it had an airfield.  While on this island, Arlo laid wire and experienced nightly bombing raids by the Japanese.  The American anti-aircraft batteries would shoot them down however.  He stated, “It was quite an experience to see the planes flying by and lighting up the night sky.”
From Europe, he took a forty-five day trip aboard a Landing Ship Tank (LST) to Saipan.  They landed there in June of 1944.  There he helped to lay wire for the Marines as they advanced across the island.  His stay on Saipan was short and soon after embarked on another thirty-day voyage on an LST to the island of Guam.  Arlo’s regiment landed on Guam in July of 1944 and stayed there for a period of forty days.  The purpose of going to Guam was to sweep the island of Japanese presence.  His stay on Guam was also considerably short because he was soon after getting ready to ship over to Iwo Jima.
Arlo arrived on Iwo Jima on February 19, 1945.  He was there for a period of forty days and during that time was near to some very intense battle.  While laying wire, Arlo had to be near the front line with the other Marines.  The Marines killed nearly all of the 20,000 Japanese present on the island.  Unfortunately, 6,500 Marines lost their lives on Iwo Jima.  Mr. Gard was not one of those casualties obviously, but did have many close encounters with death on Iwo Jima.  He told of one specific story where a friend of his was killed.  Arlo went out to check a break in the line and when he returned, his friend had been hit with a mortar.
After Iwo Jima, Arlo returned home for a short leave.  He then returned and spent three months as a prison guard at a base prison.  Soon after that, on September 17, 1945, Arlo Gard, Private 1st Class, was honorably discharged from the United States Marine Corps.  He said he would always remember that day because he was discharged the same day that Roosevelt died.  
At the end of World War II, the United States government passed the G.I. Bill, which said any war veteran could get a free ride to any University of their choice.  Arlo Gard decide to attend the University of Nebraska, Kearney.  There he played center for the football team and decide to go into coaching for football, basketball and golf.  He coached at many different schools in California including Riverside Poly, where he coached for twenty years.  Arlo coached golf and basketball and even won a golf C.I.F. championship in 1976.  Arlo Gard also coached Reggie Miller at Poly in 1983.  There his team won the 3A championship for basketball.   Arlo Gard is a very accomplished man with many experiences and memories that should be shared with as many people as possible.                
      
      

      

