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	Brigadier General Art Exon was born in Geddes, South Dakota, on March 13, 1916. He was raised on a homestead in winner South Dakota. When he was six years old he herded animals and went to a one-room schoolhouse. After completing the eighth grade, he went to high school by way of bus twelve miles away in Fairfax, South Dakota.
	He graduated from high school in 1935. After high school he worked on a farm for six dollars and fifty cents a week. General Exon received a football scholarship to Southern State Normal School in Springfield, South Dakota. His brother wasn't able to attend college, so he arranged to help pay for his tuition.
	He registered for the draft in 1941, even though he was the principal at a middle school in Fairfax, South Dakota starting in 1938 through1942. He was unable to finish the 1942 because of the declaration of War with Germany and Japan and the fact that he was drafted by the Armed forces. He started off as a night supervisor in a woodworking facility making office furniture for the base for two and a half months. He saw a sign that said to join the Air Corps for seventy-five dollars a month, instead of eighteen to twenty dollars. He was almost too old to enter flight training.  Primary training was in Corsicana, Texas, advanced training was in Foster Field, Texas, and He finished his flight training Sarasota, Florida, where he learned to fly the P-40. The year ended with him becoming a 2nd Lieutenant. He was sent overseas to North Africa, where he was assigned as a replacement pilot for the 57th fighter Group. He eventually became a pilot in the 64th Fighter Squadron of the 57th Fighter Group. Fighting all over North Africa, in the next thirteen mouths he was promoted to First lieutenant, Captain, and finally Major. General Exon flew 100 missions without an abort, and shot down two German aircrafts and credit for two probables. He flew in the Mediterranean, and supported the British; he flew dive-bombing and strafing missions in the P-40 and the P-47.  In 1944 his aircraft was severely damaged by a thermite bomb that went off too close to his aircraft and he went down in German territory in Northern Italy. He had burns on his legs when he was captured, his wounds were treated and he spent time going from prisoner of war camp in Italy and on the Baltic coast, finally winding up in a camp in Mooseburg, Germany, for a year and nine days. He was freed at the end of the German war. After WWII he fought in Korea. During his service he was awarded with various medals. Some of these medals include the Distinguished Service Cross, the Legion of Merit, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the French Croix de Guerre, the Korean Combat Medal, the Prisoner of War Medal, and a Purple Heart for his leg burns. 
	After serving thirty years in the United States Air Force, he retired as a Brigadier General. Both of his sons grew up to become pilots, one became a career pilot, and the second was rejected. He spent another seventeen years working in the farming industry by way of Advisers Equity Inc., seeing to the marketing of crops, arranging and paying for farm care. General Exon currently lives a quiet lifestyle in Air Force Village West in Riverside.
	   

