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Bill Branch
	The war was Vietnam, the year was 1969, and the man was Bill Branch. After being forced into the basic ROTC program by his college, he decided to enroll in the advanced ROTC program. He was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in 1954. He decided to stay in the Air FOrce, serving as a pilot in Vietnam, He enjoyed serving his country. He is a dedicated man dedicated to his men, his service, and his nation.
	Bill Branch was born in North Carolina. He went to the University of Maryland and majored in Physical Education. After deciding that was not for him he joined the Air Force in hopes he could be more fulfilled that way. While in the Air Force he received a master's degree in systems management.
Bill believes that the awful way the veterans of the Vietnam War were treated was completely wrong. They were just following orders, and that is what an American Soldier is expected to do. Bill imagines he is similar to today's soldier in that they are dedicated to what they do, and they go to war in the direction of our elected officials and representatives. The films that he sees that recreate these wars as just bloodbaths and mindless fighting make him sad, sad that they do not tell the real stories of the real men, the strong men that fought in the war.
	Bill believes that when you start something, you need to finish it, especially war. If we had not abandoned the Vietnamese the way we did, we would not have the problems with it that we did. Once you are committed to something, you can't give up and you can't leave, you must stick with it. 
	Branch served as a pilot in Vietnam. He began his career as a commissions officer, but soon wanted to fly. The aircraft he flew was a C-7A Caribou, which was a short takeoff and landing, or STOL, aircraft. It was made to transport troops, supplies, and equipment to isolated outposts. He became a Wing-Based Chief of Safety. He receive and Air Medal from combat missions and two Oak Leaf Clusters in his service in Vietnam. He ended up becoming a colonel in the U.S. Air Force.
	Bill had many memories about the Vietnam War. He remembered the people that he served with. He mostly remembered the pilots and officers. He thought of the older pilots as mentors. He also thought the officers were very intelligent, educated, and did their jobs with pride. He remembered the F.A.C., or Forward Air Controller. A F.A.C. is a person who directs actions of military aircrafts engaged in close air support of land forces. 
	William Branch enjoyed serving his country. He did his job with pride and would do it again if he was given the chance. He is a very dedicated man when it comes to his country. He believes serving his country is a worth-while, meaningful, and altogether great experience

