 Bill Sturman

Bill Sturman is a veteran of World War Two, Korea, and Vietnam.  He served in the U.S. Navy during all three conflicts.  During these conflicts he received several medals, including service and combat medals in the process of obtaining the rank of captain.  In all, Mr. Sturman contributed more than 28 years of valuable service in the U.S. Navy.
Bill Sturman graduated in 1941 from high school and went to college.  At that time, much of America’s high school graduates were leaving for the war, which had just begun.  Sturman decided to enlist in the Navy after completing his first year in college.  He served on the aircraft carrier USS Copahede.  His service aboard this carrier took him to many islands across the pacific, including the Marshall and Mariana Islands, as well as Coral Sea.  He became a weather forecaster for the navy.  He would fly up in a plane and take data on the weather.  Weather forecasters in the navy were known as “rain makers.”  After the war, Bill Sturman went back to college under the G.I. bill.  He finished his degree in engineering and was offered a job to Phillips Petroleum Company.
After some time, Bill Sturman decided to apply for a civil engineer position in the U.S. Navy.  He was selected out of 500 candidates and was sent to Port Wainabe, home of the Seabees.  Following the outbreak of the Korean War, he was sent to Korea with an amphibious battalion.  His job was to build “floating piers.”  These went from the ships to the shore and allowed men, vehicles, and supplies to be transported onto land.
After Korea, Bill Sturman went to the University of Illinois.  One day, he was called in for an interview to help develop nuclear power for ships.  One of the ships that he helped design was the Sea Wolf.  Because the Sea Wolf was nuclear-powered, it could stay underwater almost indefinitely.  This allowed it to make the long voyage beneath the polar ice.  After some time, he was chosen to be the commanding officer of a Seabee battalion of 1,000 men.  His battalion was sent to Okinawa as an alert battalion to provide support for the marines stationed there.  At this time, Vietnam was starting up.  During the Vietnam War, his battalion helped build runways along the Cambodian border of Vietnam.  After the war, Bill Sturman came back to San Diego.  He remained in the navy, traveling the world and inspecting naval facilities.  This was his last assignment in the navy.
Bill Sturman is very proud of his service in the U.S. Navy.  His service in different parts of the world taught him a lot of things about other cultures and ways of life. He would encourage many others to enjoy once in a lifetime experiences, by enlisting in the US Navy. Bill Sturman loved the Navy and will never forget his opportunities, changeling, and experiences.   It is the service of men like Bill Sturman that has helped make this world a better place.

