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	Mr. Charles Childs served in the Army near the end of WWII and throughout all of the Korean War. During his time of service he achieved the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. His story began at Fort Riley, Kansas. It was there that he received his basic training. From there he was sent to the officer candidate school to become a part of the cavalry. He served at Fort Riley from 1943 to 1945. It was then, in 1945 that he was sent overseas to the Philippines.
	When he arrived in the Philippines, Mr. Childs was sent to a Replacement Depot,
A place where new troops are sent to be processed and sent to their new units. He was made a company commander at the Replacement Depot, and during the interview he told us that he considered himself very lucky. He had entered the war when it was nearing its end, but he told us that some of his classmates weren’t so lucky. Some of his high school classmates were sent to Germany early in WWII. He said that his friends were some of the first to some into contact with the Germans, and that a close friend of his was hit in the pelvis by machine gun fire and is today crippled today because of it.
	However, because of the dropping of the atomic bombs on Japan, Mr. Childs was sent home. Once home, he continued to stay in the Army Reserve, and went to a veterinary college. However, after graduating from the college and becoming a veterinarian, he was called back into service because of the outbreak of the Korean War. He was sent to Fort Hood, Texas and was assigned to the 1st Armored Division as a Battalion Supply Officer. As a supply officer he was in charge of millions of dollars worth of U.S. Army tanks. He was there for about a year, then he was once again sent overseas to fight. This time it was Korea. 
	Once Mr. Childs arrived in Korea, he was reassigned to the 140th Tank Battalion as an intelligence officer. He told us that even though the war was tapering down, there was still a lot of fighting going on. Mr. Childs said that the army would send patrols into enemy territory in order to find their position. His job as an intelligence officer was to talk to the members of the patrols and in turn they would tell him what resistance they encountered. 
	Mr. Childs told us about one ill-fated patrol. A tank platoon was going to be sent in to do a recon mission on the enemy. Mr. Childs knew from other patrols that there was an enemy bazooka team at a certain location. He told the platoon leader to steer clear of the bazooka team’s location. But the tank platoon leader did not listen, and decided to go to that position to try and root out the bazooka team. The Tanks were attacked by the bazooka team and were heavily damaged. He told us about how many of the tank commanders had to use the bottom escape hatches on their tanks to get away. Many American Troops were killed and some were even captured, including the Tank Platoon leader. 
	After 4 months of this, the Army reassigned Mr. Childs as a veterinarian. He was a part of the United Nations Civil Assistance Command. His new job was to help the Korean people get their livestock back to health. He told us that it was different from his previous assignments because many of his commanding officers were civilians. He told us that swine were dying from hog cholera and the chicken had New Castle disease. He also told us that Rinderpest was extremely frustrating and that if it was not taken care of quickly, it would kill all livestock in that area. 
	In October of 1952, Mr. Child’s tour of duty was finished and he was sent home. When he returned home he continued to stay in the reserves and attended the Command and General Staff college, a high level school for commanders. He stayed in the reserves for 15 years until he retired fully from the service in 1967.
	When we asked him if he had any amusing stories about the war, he said he had one that wasn’t very funny at the time, but that he could laugh about now. He was on his way home from an officers club in a car. He had the radio going as he was driving and he drove through the guarded sentry post. The sentry had yelled for Mr. Childs to stop so he could check his ID, but because of the radio, Mr. Childs couldn’t hear him and kept on driving. The sentry pulled up his rifle and started firing at the car. Mr. Childs stopped the car and quickly showed the sentry his ID.
	Throughout the interview we were amazed at what this man had done in his life. He served in WWII, the Korean War, was a part of the cavalry, became a veterinarian, and went to a Commanding Officer College. Mr. Child’s like was greatly impacted by his service in the army. But it was changed for the better. It gave him the chance to see the world and learn a trade. When we told him at the end of the interview how grateful we were for him to have done this for our country he said this, “I didn’t go over there to be a hero. I just did what needed to be done.” That sums up what most veterans say about their service. Their country needed them, and they were the ones who answered the call. 

