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Major Charles Latting

	Charles Latting was born just outside Memphis, Tennessee where he grew up on 

the family farm.  He attended the closest competing high school with Elvis Presley.  Even 

though they were in the same graduating class year and Mr. Latting visited the school 

often to spend time with athletic friends  they never met because Mr. Latting played 

football and Elvis Presley did not. Charles Latting was an excellent athlete and was able 

to attend Iowa State University on a football scholarship and is a former Defensive Back 

for the Denver Broncos.  Mr. Latting is also a husband and father of three.  He married 

his fiancée who was the “Bomb Beauty.” (the same as Miss Iowa State University.) six 

months before finishing college and is still married today. He was also Marine of ten 

years from 1959 to 1969.  He received the Silver Star for his service in Vietnam   Mr. 

Latting is a man whose service to his country extended after his years in the Marine 

Corps.  After leaving the Marines, Major Latting spent twenty-one 

years at the Federal Bureau of Investigation where he became a tactical operations 

commander.

	Major Charles Latting joined the Marine Corps after his senior year in college.  

He said he and his fellow teammate were walking across the student union and saw a man 

in a gorgeous uniform.  “He was wearing was wearing a blue, high collar jacket and blue 

pants with red strips down the sides with a sword on.  They went to speak to this man in 

his dress uniform and found out he was a major in the Marines.  He was there recruiting  

for officer candidates.  After talking to the man Mr. Latting sat down with his friend, who 

said to him, “Did you see the ring that guy was wearing?”  When Mr. Latting replied that 

he had not seen the ring his friend continued, saying that there was a chip out of the ruby 

stone in the ring.  He declared, “That guy’s a fighter-that’s the place we need to be.”  To 

which Mr. Latting remarked, “Oh yeah lets be Marines.”  They then walked back over to 

the recruiting officer and signed up for signed up of OCS, which stands for Officers 

Candidate School.  Before he could enter the Marines as a Second Lieutenant He spent 

three months in training at OCS, where he learned the history of the Marine Corps.  

They were taught that they were a long line of brothers.  They knew the actions of those 

Marines who came before them.  He said that helped in battle because it made you a 

better fighter.  They felt they had to uphold the tradition of those who came before them.  

Major Latting also said that in the Marines every one is a riflemen and the only thing on a 

Marines uniform is their rank insignia.  This makes every Marine equal and helps them to 

bond better.

	When he completed his training he served on active duty for three years.  He was 

involved in the Bay of Pigs Invasion and then he resigned from active service and joined 

the reserves.  When he returned to active duty in 1965 he was able to commissioned a 

Captain because he stayed in the reserves.  Upon his commission as a Captain he became 

a Company Commander in the Third Battalion First Marines Company.  General Fields 

commanded this Battalion. Then he was sent to Vietnam for thirteen months from 1965-

1966.  Leading Marines in combat and the fact his commandant, allowed him to be a 

Company commander where his two most memorable experiences in the military.

	Once in Vietnam he took command of Mike Company where he was charged with 

the safety of 200 Marines.  There they spent thirty-three days in the field without a 

shower, eating sea rations and sleeping in a foxhole.  His company operated in the Quang 

Ni Province of Vietnam.  His company became the most highly decorated in the war.  

Under his command Mike Company was involved in one hundred twenty-three battles. A 

battle is any hostile action that takes place for over fifteen minutes.  In Vietnam he was 

involved in every kind of battle from long range Sniper fire to hand to hand combat.  He 

said, “ In Hand to Hand combat the person with the most inner strength and desire is 

the one who survives.”   He said that after being involved in a battle or killing someone 

he felt “foggy.”  The thought that “Did I really just do that?” crept in his head.  (“The 

answer was yes that he did.)    

Mr. Latting said he always led from the front and wore his bars because if he died 

he wanted them to know they got someone important. Looking back he says that was 

probably not the smartest thing to do but it was the only way to lead.  This action led to 

receiving the Silver Star and the Purple Heart for his role in Operation Utah.  His 

company was the point company (one which led the attack.)  The company had sustained 

some casualties and was now operating with 180 Marines.  Captain Latting led his 

company in the attack on a Regimental Command Post, which was defended by 

900 Vietcong.  During the battle, twenty-three Marines were killed and over 350 

Vietcong were killed.  Captain Latting was wounded at the battle and was awarded the 

Purple Heart.  Afterwards, his Battalion commander, General Fields presented Captain 

Latting and three other members of Mike Company the Silver Star for bravery in battle.  

While in the country he and his company interacted with the people every day.  

He would ask the towns people where the Vietcong were through his interpreter, a twelve 

year-old nicknamed Charlie.  Their other interpreter was a South Vietnamese Sergeant.  

His saddest memory was when they were evacuating the town Charlie lived in and they 

had to leave him behind.  He feels that the Vietcong probably killed him for helping the 

Americans.  The light memories of his experience were when one of his soldiers was 

captured by a Tiger and had to beat it away with his rifle.  

	The people the Major remembers were his Gunnery Sergeant, Dan Jackman

which is like a floor boss.  He runs the company.  He was his Company Gunnery Sergant 

and served in both World War II and Korea.  He was an outlet of experience and 

guidance for the Major to draw on.  The other person he remembers the most was 

Brigadier General Platt.  He would visit him and show him the terrain where he would be 

operating in.  Then there was Lieutenant General Fields who was a graduate of the Naval 

Academy and a World War II veteran.  The Major would draw on his combat experience 

and guidance for help.  Finally there was First Sergeant Beatty who did Administrative 

work in Vietnam when Mr. Latting was still a Captain.

	When his duty in Vietnam ended in 1966 Captain Latting was promoted to Major.  

He was sent to Mare Island, Vallejo California where he was in charge of training.  It was 

a climate like that in Vietnam and he trained the Navy Seals how to fight in the heat, 

humidity and forests so they would be prepared for what awaited them once in the 

country.  The Major did that for three years before leaving the Marines in 1969 for the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

	 Looking back on his service he says he would do it again but he recommends that 

people go to college first.  Being an officer allowed him to make the decisions.  That is 

what commanding is all about making decisions then standing by them and accepting 

responsibility for the out come.  His years of service were beneficial.  They taught him to 

pay more attention and that he was capable of leading and making decisions. Today the 

Major says the only difference in the military is the advances and availability 

of technology.  Wars will always be won by ground troops.  The Major regrets the fact 

that they failed to eliminate Communism in Vietnam, because today under Communist 

leadership, Vietnam is a poor underdeveloped country where thousands are starving to 

death every day.

	Commenting on the present situation in Iraq the Major felt that in today’s world 

everyone deserves to be free.  Dictators cannot be allowed in today’s world.  It is a shame 

that other countries are not taking a more active stand and overthrow tyrants.  This war 

led to a change in foreign policy.  America now changes regimes by force rather than 

diplomacy.  “We win the minds of the people.”  Major Latting feels that if this policy 

were in place during Vietnam “We would have assassinated Ho Chi Mien and the war 

would have gone differently. 

	Major Charles Latting served his country, yet every day he and other Vietnam 

veterans are not remembered for their sacrifices and as heroes.  They are remembered as 

the people who fought and lost an illegal war.  That is a shame and should not allowed to 

continue!  All our veterans deserve to be treated with respect and dignity because they 

fought for freedom, they fought for their country and for that they deserve our gratitude 

and respect.      






