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Dale C. Blank

Private Dale C. Blank, a 77-year-old veteran and P.O.W. of World War II, has a unique story of his accounts in the WWII. He has both engaged in active combat and been a prisoner. He is one of a few Americans in a quickly fading generation of soldiers who lived and survived this dark chapter in our world’s history.
Private Blank was born on November 27th, 1924. He grew up in a small mining town in Pennsylvania. He was 17 when he heard about the bombing of Pearl Harbor on a radio in his house. Like the rest of America, he was “shocked.” “Everyone was talking about it,” he said, “but most people didn’t even know where it was.” When asked how he compared Pearl Harbor to September 11th, he replied, “They were both a cheap sneak attack, a very cowardly one.” After the event at Pearl Harbor, he made an eager attempt to enlist in the army at the age of 17, but his mother would not sign the papers. When he was 18, he made the decision to quit school, and on April 1st, 1943, he enlisted in the army. When asked why he volunteered to join the army, he replied, “For excitement!” He also made the remark that he was lonely because all his friends had joined, just as well as his two older brothers before him. Following in his two brothers’ footsteps, Blank left home to travel overseas and fight for his country.
Blank spent seven months in the United States for basic artillery training before being shipped to North Africa for further instructions in mine sapping and demolition training. He was assigned to the 83rd Chemical Mortar Battalion and was soon stationed in Italy, where he spent 6 months in combat in the Anzio, Italy campaign. Two weeks after Blank’s unit took part in the Aug. 15th, 1944 South France invasion, they were captured at Briancon, France. They were taken to Turin, Italy, after spending four weeks there, they were then transferred to a prison in Milan, Italy. “We were treated badly,” said Blank. Food was scarce for civilians and soldiers. After everyone was fed, they had to eat what’s left. “And of course, I had to work because I was on the lower part of the totem pole.” Blank and the other POWs would be woken up at 3am, and transported to Munich by boxcars where they would work till dark in the railroad yards.
After Blank and his unit were liberated from Stalag 7-A, they headed for France. They came upon Dachau, one of Hitler’s concentration camps. “That was the moment I figured out why we were fighting the war.” What he saw was 39 railroad carloads of dead bodies. “They had all starved to death, and I realized at that moment how fragile life was.” Blank returned home in July of 1945. Blank had not even realized that the war was over until three days after. Blank received Purple Heart for the bullet wound he suffered, on the day of capture. When asked what was accomplished by the war, he said with a  grin, “Oh, it didn’t accomplish much, it just saved the world.” Blank told some funny stories in his time of the war as well. He told about when four Red Tail P-51R attacked their small prison camp, three of their guys got so scared, they jumped into a latrine; which is what the French called a six-feet deep trench that served as a toilet. 
When Blank returned to America at age 20, he married his girlfriend whom he never met in person till after the war. They knew each other when he was looking through his soldier friend’s photos of girls. He was told to pick on he liked; he picked her who happens to be his friend’s sister. They wrote back and forth to each other and fell in love.  They had four children over the years; three girls and one boy. He had many jobs after the War. “Veterans just need something to do.” Blank said, “We need jobs to keep us busy; we don’t want to sit home and stare at TV all day.  He adventured in everything from owning his own store right here in Riverside to making horseshoes. Dale Blank has been interviewed in many news articles about his endeavors in the war and has even appeared in a documentary on the History Channel. He is truly a courageous man for surviving what he did, and we were honored to have him share his stories. 

