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On May 30, 1936 Earl Dean Lough was born at home in St Clair, Missouri. He did not know it yet, but at the age of 19 Mr. Lough would serve in the military. He joined several different branches over the course of his military career, including the Army National Guard, Army Reserve, and the California Air National Guard, but most of where Mr. Lough’s active commitment existed in the United States Air Force (or U.S.A.F.) Security Service. He would eventually spend time stationed in West Germany intercepting voice transmissions between Russian forces. Afterwards, when he would return from his station, he would re-marry, have 2 more kids and eventually settle in Riverside, CA where he currently lives. 
When Mr. Lough was young, he lived in a small rural town of Anaconda outside of St Clair, Missouri. When he was old enough to attend class he attended a one-room elementary school in Anaconda, and then attended the St Clair junior and senior high schools. He graduated high school in 1954 and joined the Army National Guard after graduation. Growing up in the early 50’s was a time when Mr. Lough was in high school. The world was just recovering from World War II, and the Korean War was taking place. His father had, in the words of Mr. Lough: “Returned from the Navy in 1945, and job offers as well as houses were plentiful.” The Korean War started in 1950 and ended in 1953. Dwight D. Eisenhower was elected President in 1952 and re-elected for a second term. It was a time which Mr. Lough describes as a time when “Mothers remained at home as homemakers and idealized with programs on a relatively new entertainment device called a ‘television’.” He stated “We had ‘beat’ poetry, rock and roll music, and movies with Marilyn Monroe, James Dean and Elvis Presley (who he stated he later saw in Bremerhaven, Germany getting off a troop ship in 1958).” Entertainers such as Frank Sinatra were popular. Mr. Lough reminisced on memories of “Diners, juke boxes, hot rod cars and a general period of calmness” as well as African-Americans being subject to racial segregation and harsh racism. After attending college for one year at Southeast Missouri State he joined the United States Air Force in April 1956. Mr. Lough graduated Lackland AFB Basic Training. Pre-language training at Kelly AFB and was chosen to attend the Army Language School located in Monterey, CA. he graduated in March 1957 and in April of that year was sent to Bremerhaven, Germany. Once there, he continued his education through correspondence courses. After being discharged from the service he moved to California where he received a bachelor’s degree in education at California State College in Los Angeles in 1963. 
As explained by Mr. Lough “During this time all young men had a military commitment called the ‘Draft’. We had to register with our local Selective Service System when we turned 18 [and were eligible for military service]. The options were: join a military unit, wait to be drafted, get married, be in college, be disabled (unfit for duty), avoid the draft or be a criminal. My choice was to join the Army National Guard, by working I saved enough money to go to college but by 1956 [and short of money], I joined the Air Force.” His only out-of-country assignment was in Bremerhaven, Germany where he was a Russian Voice Intercept Operator and Translator. He would sit in a room with large radios and scan channels for possible Russian radio transmissions, he would then translate them. He translated them by using the training he received in Military Language School.
Since there was a crucial need for linguists, and Mr. Lough had some foreign language in high school, he was selected to become a Russian Linguist and later join the US Air Force Security Service. Composed mainly of some of the best and brightest airman, the US Air Force Security Service was a secretive and tight-knit branch of Air Force Cold War “warriors”. They were tasked with monitoring and immersing themselves in military voice and electronic signal broadcasts by the Soviet Union and the Eastern Bloc countries. “I was in Bremerhaven, Germany for three years and assigned to the 6913th Radio Squadron Mobile Unit. My job was to listen to Russian voice broadcasts, translate them, and evaluate them for their intelligence value. My job, which required a Top Security Clearance, was extremely high pressure and our unit was considered essential to the US Cold War efforts. We were not allowed to discuss our jobs with anyone, even amongst ourselves, about what I was doing unless we were in a secure location. While we were overseas, we were told not to travel within 10 kilometers of any Eastern Bloc countries because there was a several thousand-dollar price on their heads” said Mr. Lough. However there were some “lighter” perks while serving, he saw Elvis Presley in October, 1958 getting off the military ship, the USS Randall, in Bremerhaven. Bremerhaven was the Embarkation and Debarkation port of Germany and the Army used this port for delivery of troops stationed in Europe. He noted that Elvis was later shipped to a Tank Battalion in Friedberg, Germany. Mr. Lough also reminisced of an even that happened on his first night in Germany: “The first night I was assigned to duty in the 6913th Operations Center in Bremerhaven, the center was inundated with Air Police and Marine Guards. When I asked what was going on I was told one of the airmen in the communications section locked himself in the room, grabbed a 45-calibur machine gun and shot up all the communications gear. I guess he was under a lot of stress! I just thought ‘What have I gotten myself into?’” 
For his service in the military Mr. Lough received the Air Force Good Conduct Medal, the Air Force Longevity Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, a Marksmanship Badge, Top Secret Clearance and five Honorable Discharges. He put his time and effort into serving for our country and we thank him for it. 
After his honorable discharge from the Air Force in February 1960, he returned to the US and attended college and Southwest Missouri State for one year. Then he moved to California and finished his bachelor’s degree in Education at California State College in Los Angeles in 1963. Communications became his career and he later worked at Pacific Telephone, Lucent Technologies and eventually Shared Technologies. While employed at Pacific Telephone a son, Eric, was born in 1964. He continued his studies at Cal State LA for his Master’s degree but did not complete it, he plans to complete it this year. After retiring from Pacific Telephone in 1983, Mr. Lough was remarried to JT, his wife, had two children, Andrew (Drew), now 17 and Ethan, now 15, and they currently reside in Riverside, California. 
“I learned to be self confident and self directed. I learned I could work under considerable stress and still accomplish something important. I learned self sufficiency, I learned teamwork and to work together to accomplish a goal. I learned to travel worldwide with ease. I learned all things are possible” Mr. Lough states, reflecting on his time spent in the service. “I’m glad I served but I wouldn’t want to do it again,” he encountered many things that were extremely depressing, things that traumatized him, things that he learned. These events were a learning experience; however they are not something anyone should have to relive. During the Cold War, we had a serious threat from a totalitarian government that was ruthless in their own country and threatened the US by war or revolution within by subversion. With the Soviet Union having great military strength in Europe, an outbreak of conflict would have been very dangerous. Both sides might have used battlefield nuclear weapons if the military situation was desperate. This would have escalated into another war and endangering the whole world again. In short, Mr. Lough used his time in the service to become a better person, a better husband and a better father. “I treasure my experiences and I feel I accomplished something and have no sadness or regrets. I believe we live in a safer country now.”         -Dean Lough, Senior Airman of the 6913th Radio Squadron Mobile Unit. 


