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Fred Leiby

          Fred Leiby was just 18 and participating in a YMCA basketball game when he heard the news of the bombing of Pearl Harbor. He was recently (in June of ’41) a High School graduate. He began work and worked until July of 1942. It was then that he realized his life was heading nowhere near successful that he decided to take the very difficult Aviation Cadet Exam. Fred aced this exam and this led him to Aviation Cadet Training.
          Leiby entered the Aviation Cadets in January of 1943. He trained day in and day out for seven months straight until graduating in September of 1943. Fred Leiby was immediately assigned to a bomb group and jumped on a plane to Alexandria, Louisiana. He trained in Louisiana for two months and then went by train with his crew to Grand Island, Nebraska. There they picked up a brand new B-17. After checking out this new plane they flew it to Italy, by way of Morrison Field Florida, Trinidad, Patel, Brazil, Dakar, and Casablanca, North Africa. The longest flight was from Natal Brazil to, Dakar in, North Africa, it was 10 hours.
          Fred’s crew joined the 99th bomb group at Foqua, Italy. His plane was shot down on April 30th, 1944 near Bologna in Northern Italy. The wing was hit and immediately caught on fire. He and his crew were at 21,000 feet and were forced to bail out. Leiby quotes, “As soon as you pull the ripcord you black out for a second!” The impact from the parachute fall left him with a small broken bone in his ankle. Once on the ground Leiby was immediately captured. He recalls words from a tall albino man near a large cave that was used as a air raid shelter “are you Americans? {I said yes we are. The man said, “God curse you!” An Italian soldier then followed the remarks of the albino man, and spit in the face of Leiby. Leiby was captured and remained a captive for 1 year. He was put in solitary confinement immediately after his capture and then moved by train to Stalag Luft III. 
         Leiby flew a total of 39 missions in 4 months. January 9th to April 30th. Missions usually lasted 3 to 9 hours depending on where the target was. He was shot down over Northern Italy on his 39th mission. Leiby stayed with a German Family after being liberated on April 29, 1945 and Leiby stayed with this family until the war was over, on May 8, 1945.
         In 1965 Leiby was assigned as a Foreign Service Officer with the U.S. Information Agency. He served in Vietnam from 1970-1972during the war. His opinion on the war in Vietnam as agreed with by millions more was that we should have won that war. He also said that we had it won in 1973 but congress cut off the money to finish. Leiby had used his degree from Georgetown University and his decorated service in the Air Force to help him get a job in the United States Air Force as a civilian budget analyst in the Pentagon in 1951. After 10 years he went to work for the U. S. Information Agency as the Financial Manager for Asia programs in Europe.
           Fred Leiby had been tired of working everyday in a defense plant after graduation from High School in 1941 and realized he was getting nowhere. He than decided to join the Army and it changed his life forever. Leiby flew 39 combat missions in WWII and became a highly decorated officer. He and many other Americans would have never changed the way their lives went during the 1940’s and 50’s except for World War II. He served his country and served it well.




