

Jim Dudek

Jim Dudek is a World War II veteran.  He was the second son of a family of six.  There were three boys and three girls.  He grew up in a very normal childhood. Jim was drafted fourteen months after graduating from high school.  Although everyone views him as a hero for his bravery to fight for his country, he still claims that he is not one, but just did what he was called to do because of the circumstances.  Or in other words, he was just doing his duty. 
Jim went to Camp Hahn for basic field artillery training.  After 12 weeks of field maneuvers at Camp Erwin, in the middle of the desert, where it was 120 degrees in the shade, he transferred into The Army Air Corps. Jim originally wanted to become a pilot, to fly in the war, but when he applied at March Field there were no more openings.  After all of his training he was sent to England where he became a private first class paratrooper of the 101st Airborne.  Jim was placed under the command of General McAvliffe.
On September 17, 1944 Jim made his first war drop into Holland.  It was the middle of the day everything seemed ironically peaceful.  Unlike D-Day, the Germans were caught by complete surprise.  Jim landed in an open field without a German in sight.  This surprise did not last, however. Within the next two days the Germans regrouped and started shelling Jim and his companions. During this time all of the troopers were told to fight and even the cook was given a bazooka. These times were easy going compared to what lay ahead, as the drive to the Rhine River continued thru the 1st week in December. 
After a two-week rest, Jim was sent back out, this time to Bastogne Belgium. Jim was sent to confront the Germans. He described Bastogne Belgium as a horrible place to be at that time. “ The fighting was very fierce,” exclaimed Jim Dudek. He said that it was three weeks of hard fighting. The Germans captured U.S. Army equipment and used it against them. Soon they found themselves surrounded with diminishing supplies. They realized they were in trouble when some Germans rode in and gave them the option of surrendering, but Jim and his companions held out. General Patton and his troops finally saved them, as they brought them supplies, then pushed forward. He described the soldiers of General Patton as very brave and honorable soldiers. He said that those were great soldiers because they protected the General very well.
Jim remembers Bastogne as the roughest time for him during the war. He especially remembers one incident where he found himself hiding in a foxhole. Shells were dropping all around him. As he peered out of the hole, enemy tanks were approaching his position, and reached within one hundred yards before his machine gunners finally stopped the tanks in their tracks. He also recalls Bastogne as being tough because of the heavy snow. And while Jim was never injured throughout the battle, enemy shell fragments killed one of his close friends as he was walking in front of Jim.  He said that being smart and praying is what kept him alive.  “The city of Bastogne was completely destroyed,” said Jim as he described the aftermath of the war.  He said that the entire city was demolished throughout the three weeks that they battled.  “ But we were able to disable the Germans” he commented.  
  	The war against Germany ended may 7, 1945.  101st Airborne division returned to France where Jim took adva0ntage of college credits that were offered to him and all the rest of the World War II veterans. He attended Biraitz Army University in a resort town in Southern France as he waited to be brought back to America.  He feels that his college education was an important thing that he accomplished.  However, it meant he had to give up a return trip to the U.S.A. on the Queen Mary and a New York City parade for the 101st Airborne. Instead he was shipped on a crowded train to Antwerp, Belgium, which placed him on a Liberty Ship to weather the storms of the North Atlantic Ocean.  The journey lasted 14 days. He remembers seeing the Statue of Liberty and being extremely happy because that meant that he was finally home.     
Jim felt that World War II accomplished proving that a person cannot have ambitions such as Hitler, and succeed. He also felt that the Atom Bomb was justified. If it had not been used then Jim probably would not be here to tell his story because he was scheduled to partake in the invasion of Japan, but thankfully the war ended. When asked if he had any regrets, Jim said “ I only wish I had enlisted earlier so that I could have been a pilot”.  One comment Jim made about the war was that “while you are in there, (war) you really have no idea of what is going on around you and how the war is progressing.”  
Jim was out of the service in 1946. Once the war was over he decided to marry the beautiful girl he met while stationed at Camp Hahn 5 miles south of Riverside, Ca. family. He ended up getting married and had two children.  Jim went to the University of California at Berkeley and lived a normal life after the war. But 50 years later after his battle in Bastogne he decided to go back and visit.  “It brought up a lot of old memories,” said Jim as he described his visit back to Bastogne. But it built a kind of closure to all of his memories of the war. 


