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	John Hinck was born on January 28,1928. He was born in Manila, Philippines. Mr. Hinck attended american schools in the Philippines first through eighth. When he was thirteen, the japanese captured his family and put them into Santo Tomas prison camp, they were later transferred into Los Banos prison camp. His family was held there until they were liberated in february of 1945. Mr. Hinck quotes, "We suffered many hardships during that time. We never had enough food, we almost starved to death. I learned at a very early age how important freedom is. We are all so fortunate to live in the United States of America." February,1945, american paratroopers landed and freed more than 2,000 prisoners. Filipino guerillas and 11th Airborne "paratroopers" were the names of those who rescued the prisoners.
	Mr. Hinck's father was a captain in the army. Right before his family was captured they received news that his father had passed away from an unknown cause. He was on a ship headed back from Australia. He remembers his family trying to bury his father and Japanese planes were bombing all around them. His wife was left with five children including himself: two boys,two girls, and Mr. Hinck. After they were rescued they were taken to a penitentiary called Mantinlupa where they stayed for two months. Their they were given food and medicine. Mr. Hinck remembers they were put in cells and the doors never closed. He Explored the prison and remembers discovering the electric chair. He was even daring enough to actually sit in the chair. From there his family was put on a Troop Transport Ship called the USS Eberle. They had to be escorted by USS ships so they would be protected from Japanese submarines. Mr. Hinck remembers that there were so many sunken ships that they had to be placed on "Peter Boats"(LCVP) and taken to the big ship that was going to take them to the U.S. It took this ship three weeks to reach the U.S. The reason it took so long was because they had to use a zigzag pattern to avoid torpedoes. Mr. Hinck's family finally reached America. They docked in the Los Angelos Harbor. Their only clothing was Australian Army uniforms. The Red Cross found a temporary home for Mr. Hinck's family. They stayed with a Realtor in Hollywood. They stayed there for one month and from there his family chose to settle in Fresno, CA. His family had no money at all.
	Mr. Hinck decided to go back to school and get his diploma. He had to take a series of tests to place him in a certain grade level. Mr. Hinck passed the tests with flying colors. He was given his diploma in 1947 at a high school named, Edison High School in Fresno. Mr. Hinck decided to take his diploma and join the Marine Core. He received his boot camp training in San Diego. He received twelve weeks of training and then was shipped off to Tsingtao, China for guard duty.
	Mr. Hinck's Marine Corp Career consisted of Fire Team Leader, squad leader,platoon sergeant infantry, marine air wing air-ground controller. Mr. Hinck joined the Marines in 1946. He was stationed overseas as an assignment-guard detachment in Tsingtao,China. He went to yokosuka,Japan in 1947 to 1948. In 1949 he served in Marine Barracks N.A.D West Lock, on the Hawaiian islands. Mr. Hinck's theater of operation consisted of 1st Marine Division in Korea began in 1950 and ended in 1951. He served in the 2nd Marine division in Lebanon in 1958. He was then in the 1st Marine Air Wing in Okinowa,Japan from 1962 to 1963. From 1965 to 1966 he was in Viet Nam and again in 1969 to 1970. Then he was with the 3rd Marine Air Wing in El Toro,CA,Yuma,Az, and twenty-nine Palms,Ca. In 1954 to 1957 he was a drill instructor in San Diego with the M.C.R.D.
	Mr. Hinck served ten months in Korea. He was involved in the Inchon Invasion, which was the recapturing of the city of Seoul. Mr. Hinck served as a squad leader and a fire team leader in the Chosin Reservoir in North Korea. In Viet Nam he served as an Air strike controller and tactical air control party. Mr. Hinck received five battle stars in both Korea and Viet Nam. He also received three presidential unit citations and a combat ribbon for Viet Nam and Cross of Gallantry.
	Mr. Hinck was exposed to many different languages. He said exploring different cultures made him appreciate his freedom and culture so much more. He saw so many other countries and how they were robbed of their freedom.
	Mr. Hinck said being taken prisoner at such a young age and losing all of his teenage years was one of the hardest times for him. Also not having enough food and medicine in camp was very difficult. Next to camp, the hardest time was his time in Korea. "It was so very cold there" Mr. Hinck stated. In Viet Nam he was faced with heat,disease,insects,and monsoon rains. He remembers being wet all the time. Mr. Hinck gives credit to the great training and leadership that got him through the difficult times.
	Some of Mr. Hinck's good memories were with his fellow Marines. They were taught to be faithful to one another and to their country. "Never leave their fallen or wounded comrades behind" was their motto. Mr. Hinck has no sadness or regrets towards joining the Marines. " I was called to serve my country and I was willing to give my life. I am glad I served and made the service my career. Now  I am retired and have a nice Pension and hopefully I will have a few years ahead of me to enjoy it."
Mr. hinck stayed in the service and made it his career. He served twenty-six years in the service and retired in 1977. After the Korean War, Mr. Hinck decide he wanted to live as a civilian. He married a women with two children. He started working for an electric company called PG&E in Fresno. He was laid off, and having no other way to support his family, rejoined.
	Mr. Hinck believes faith and hope were factors for overcoming adversity. "You have to do what you have to do to survive. Have faith in god and your country." Mr. Hinck stated that he felt every generation can be a good generation. He doesn't look at any of the wars as being forgotten. "Every war comes with a high price. How can we ever forget those people who gave the ultimate sacrifice?"
	Mr. Hinck explained that leadership was very strong and there wasn't a whole lot of compassion. These qualities were needed to win wars. Objectives and missions must be completed. "We had great leaders in World War II and Korea.  But in Viet Nam i could see a difference. It seemed more politics were involved." Mr. Hinck stated that Chesty Puller was one of his most noted commanders. He looked up to him as being one of the greatest leaders. General McArthur was another great leader according to Mr. Hinck. Mr. Hinck stated " I owe my life to him." He never forgot the prisoners in Manila. He told them ho would be back for them and he did just that.
	Mr. Hinck remembers the times his fellow Marines would play jokes on each other. He put these in his greatest memories category. He also states how close of a team they were. He quotes, "Once a Marine, always a Marine. Band of brothers. Semper Fidelis(always faithful)."
	After Mr. Hinck's twenty six years of serving in the marine corps, he returned to his home in Fresno and attended Fresno State College from 1978 to 1981. He currently lives in Hunington Beach, CA and is married to a wonderful women named Lorrie.


