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King High Remembers
	Not very many students can say that they had history right in front of them. But we were able to have the opportunity to actually go and talk to Veteran’s and hear their stories. It was a very interesting and intriguing experience that most of us are grateful for. It showed that the veterans were more excited to be there and share their story with us. Also be able to tell how they felt about their service and how things actually were and the positive and negative things about their time served.
	The veteran that we were able to interview went by the name of John Bitzberger and he was apart of the Navy. John Bitzberger was born and raised in Riverside, California. He attended Notre Dame High School and graduated from there after four years of attendance. John then received a Navy ROTC scholarship to Illinois Institute of Technology. During that time his fondest dream was to become a CO of a submarine or another small ship. But then after two and a half years, he temporarily parted from the company and they dropped his scholarships in February of 1964. Then in August of 1964, the Maddox and Turner Joy were attacked in the Gulf of Tonkin. So then, in that November of that same year, he took the necessary tests in order for him to become a Naval Aviation Cadet as a non-pilot crew member. In November of 1965, Mr. Bitzberger received his first navigator wings and a commission as an Ensign. He was then assigned to Naval Air Station Sanford, in Florida, where he took further training in the RA5C Vigilante. The Vigilante was a supersonic; it carried nuclear bombs and had six cameras that took extremely detailed photographs at and speed or altitude. Before he went on to Sanford, he and his fiancée, Diane, got married on December 28, 1965.
	John’s first deployment was to Southeast Asia, which lasted from November 1966, till July 1967. John was aboard the USS Enterprise in which he photographed a large portion of Vietnam. He and his co-pilots flew their missions at 3000 to 5000 feet in altitude at 650-750 mph, meaning that a minute mark was every ten miles. What they mainly did was they would photograph either after the strike or they took pictures of the bridges, highways, or building structures. In June of that year, John photographed the first Vietnamese airfield that had been bombed by the Navy about thirty minutes after the strike. While he was on deployment, he told us how his pilot had convinced him to return to Pensacola to take further training. He then received wings as a Naval Aviator in January of 1969 and was assigned to the attach squadron 192 (VA-192), also know as the world famous Golden Dragons, (which flew the A7-E aircraft). Later that year, in November of 1970, he was departed onto a new ship call the USS Kitty Hawk. This deployment lasted until July of 1971. During this cruise, him and three of his fellow pilots on the ship, decided to go and trade places with four of the guys from the forward air controllers from Thailand. They swept duty stations for four days, and John was off to Thailand, while the others came back to the ship. The group wanted to see how the lives of being and air controller and the life on a ship could differ. During these four days John and the other three guys he was with, were able to fly a couple of missions in many different planes. There was even a article printed about the little adventures that that two crews had.
	John Bitzberger then became a line division officer, which was one of the biggest thrills of his life. The group of young men and woman that he was a division officer for were known as the “B’s Bandits”. They consisted of the trouble makers and brain washers who seemed to always get into trouble. When he first took over this division, all the maintenance officers would dump their trash into his division. That’s when John taught the bandits if they were going to get in trouble, he would teach them how to pull of pranks with out getting caught. They all soon got a reputation, but then they were not able to do as much because they got busy work. John states, “The guys and I still had a lot of fun.” After two months of being in this division, he then had men trying to get into his division, and he would end up sending all the trash back to the other guys. John also received a DFC for that particular mission. Late in November of 1972, John was ordered to Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey to finish his college education. While he was there he not only earned his Bachelors Degree, but also his Master Degree in Aeronautical Engineering. John spent two and half years there, he learned to sail and also said that they were the best years of his life. From this he was named Latent Commander. Once he graduated, he was then assigned to the USS Constellation, in which he joined his wife in the Far Eat, in August of 1974. When John was completely done with his schooling, he owned a twenty seven foot sail boat that had to either be sold or sailed down to San Diego. So him and his wife sailed down California, and as John described this adventure, he told us that he had never been so scared in his life, it was even tougher that being shot at.
	They returned from the cruise in December and then they had to spend the next fifteen months in a shipyard in Bremerton, Washington. In May of 2976, John later transferred to Naval Air Rework Facility at the Naval Air Station on the North Island in Coronado, California. Two years later, on June 1st, 1978, John was discharged from the Navy. John served thirteen years in the Navy overall. Over the next years he became an insurance agent and worked with district managers. His last salary job was when he worked under the district manager but was later fired in 1990. That was when John decided to start his own software engineering company which is still running to this day. John is now a recovered cancer patient and him and his wife Dianne currently like in Mammoth Lakes, California. When asked to volunteer for the navy, his response was yes, because his dream was to drive submarines. John says that his time in the service is seen in a positive light, but wouldn’t go back to the Navy at this time.
	We feel very fortunate to have such a eye-opening opportunity about the war and our heroes, and are very thankful we could be apart of this project. For now we leave you with words of wisdom that John Bitzburger left us, “Just do what you have to do, but don’t do anything stupid, because it will get you everytime.”


