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     The veteran our group interviewed was Joseph Person Jr. he served in the Korean War. He 

was an engineer and he drove a dump truck. He went into the service right after he graduated 

from high school. When he heard about the invasion of South Korea, he was really concerned.

He knew that if the war continued he would have to go. Joseph was twenty years old when he 

got drafted in 1953. Mr. Person took six weeks of training in fort Leonard wood Missouri. 

     He got to Korea in December 21, 1953. He lived in an eight men tent. The first night  he was

in the base they had a red alert. A red alert is when everyone had to jump into a foxhole ready to 

fire at any unauthorized personnel. This night they were told that there were enemy forces 

heading for the base. His base had four fifty caliber machine guns. There was one on every 

corner. Mr. Person was one of the back up men in case one of the gun men got wounded or 

got killed. Joseph’s commander officer was Lieutenant Lee. He had no problem being under his 

Command. To Mr. Person leadership was a very important role while serving in the military 

because without someone being able to keep things on track people have a tendency to go

astray. Even though Mr. Person was not on combat, his job was really important to the military.

His first assignment as an engineer was to build a bunker at the headquarters for the U.S air so

that they had another place to operate in Korea and to protect the planes from enemy attacks. 

The best time Joseph  had while he was in service was when he was in Korea. He enjoyed the

Experiences he had. Mr. Person learned many of the civilians were friendly and nice. He also 

learned a little bit of their language. He said the most important thing he learned was to

appreciate the technology and comforts of America. The Koreans lived in mud huts and straw 

houses. In order to grow crops they had to use human poop for fertilizer. Joseph got many 

advantages and benefits by serving in the military. 

     He was able to buy a house, go to school, and get a good job. When Mr. Person hears the 

phase, “The Forgotten War” he feels left out and over shattered by WW2 because WW2 was 

a big event in history. Many deaths happened in that war. Even though in Korea 40,000 men 

were killed, a bit less than WW2, people took no interest in it. The sad and depressing event

he will never forget was when one of the soldiers of his unit got killed by one of their guards

In their side. The reason was that every soldier had to be in their tents by 9:00 pm. This 

soldier was not at his tent by that time so one of the guards shot him thinking he was a sniper.

The whole unit was devastated. He tried to get it out of his mind because he couldn’t do 

anything about it. He felt that life must go on. To Joseph the though of Korea building nuclear 

weapons really concerned him because those missiles could reach into Southern California. He 

feels that Korea will not hesitate to use it if they get a chance. Another thing that concerns him is 

the whole issue with Iraq. He believes by having more inspectors, we could prevent many deaths 

here in the U.S and in Iraq. If we start any kind of conflict with Iraq they will attack with any 

force they have because Mr. Person thinks Saddam Hussein is hiding something that he would not 

say. What we should do is focus all our attention on Saddam. Joseph Person Jr. served two great 

years in the military.

     According to Joseph he would not change any of the experiences he had. He appreciates his 

country more because of the Korean war. He feels that he contributed many things, and put much 

of his part to do the best he can.


