Joel Ekno
Final Report

WORLD WAR II ACCOUNT OF
MR. JUNJI KUMAMOTO


	Mr. Junji Kumamoto was 18 when he was interned along with thousands of others 

of Japanese ancestry, most of them U. S. citizens. During the Veterans Day interview, he told us about how things were for Japanese Americans before the war and during the war.  He also gave us information of how the war started and certain facts about the U. S. government policies before and during the war I had never been aware of.  Following is an account of some of these facts shared by Mr. Kumamoto.
	       In 1932 Japan refused to ratify the Geneva Convention for humane treatment of prisoners of war.  Every other country had ratified it.  Japan and the U.S. had an agreement for protection through reciprocity and reprisal.  A soldier for a soldier and their policy was one of the reasons for the America’s interment of all persons of Japanese ancestry.
                       Japan had been planning for a long time to attack Hawaii and the Philippines but the United States was unsuspecting because they figured that the water in Pearl Harbor was too shallow for the Japanese torpedoes. This information turned out to be false.  Japan attacked Pearl Harbor and destroyed most of the naval fleet there.  
	Shortly after the Peal Harbor attack, the Philippines were ready to ward off a Japanese attack but the attack didn’t come so the Philippine planes had to land and refuel.  It was as they were refueling that Japan attacked and the Philippines were over run.
	         After the Americans soldiers in the Philippines surrendered they were marched through the jungle towards a prison camp and it is estimated that 80% of the prisoners died.  Once news of this finally reached the United States government, they figured they would need a bargaining tool with the Japanese government.  The U.S. figured the permanent residents of Japanese descent could be used as hostages if U. S. soldiers’ lives were on the line.  
	Shortly after this, all peoples of Japanese descent were rounded up and “evacuated” to internment camps where they were held for the remainder of the war.  Japanese Americans were never told they were being used as hostages and they did not find out until decades after the war.  Conditions were not good in the camps and several people mysteriously died while being interned.  
	               After news about the brutality of the Japanese military and of the execution of American soldiers reached the U. S. government, several permanent residents of Japanese descent were executed and this information was sent to Japan.  This information was not made public to American citizens.  Japan rejected this as valid since it did not consider those executed to be Japanese citizens and did not recognize them as hostages.  
	       After the U. S. realized they had no bargaining tools to use with the Japanese government and military, the U.S. government decided to expand the draft to include Japanese Americans.  Mr. Kumamoto was drafted during this time and served in the military until the end of the war.  After the war ended he took the G. I. Bill and received service time plus one year of free higher education.  
	        In 1980 there was a congressional convention to discuss the internment of people of Japanese ancestry.  It was decided that the root cause of the internment was racism.  This, however, is not true according to Mr. Kumamoto who tells us that the real motivation was the U. S. government’s own reprisal policy.  This information from Mr. Kumamoto leaves me with the conclusion that innocent people were executed and thousands had their lives disrupted for the sake of deterrence or for revenge.  Ex-internees were finally compensated for the violation of the constitution directed towards them but most would agree that it will never take care of the harm inflicted during those years.  


