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Group Final Draft: King High Remembers

 	Many events take place during war that leaves a lasting impression on its contemporaries. The history books report the dates and facts. But only through others can we capture the essence of history and its effects. We were given the opportunity to learn precisely this, from a World War II veteran named Junji Kumamoto. Through his stories, recollections, and wisdom, we have learned the true meaning behind the facts. His accounts illustrate an era and its people, which will never be forgotten.
 Propaganda is the way the media portrays a war. Today it is known as spin control. During World War II, propaganda told the public that America was involved in the war only after we were attacked by Japan, but in reality America's presence was already felt.  The United States had troops stationed in the Philippines, because it was their territory at the time. Independence had been granted to the Philippines in 1936, with a 10-year transition to complete independence. Added to these already stationed troops, the United States also secretly sent the National Guard divisions from Washington, Oregon, California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, and Idaho, along with military divisions from Ohio, Illinois, Kentucky, and Minnesota. These soldiers numbered 250,000; war strength is generally 14,500 per division. Sent in addition were some troops that had been training to fight in Europe.
 Mr. Kumamoto asked us, "Do you believe or have you been told that the Pearl Harbor attack that started World War II was a treacherous, surprise attack that started an undeclared war?" We learned that in fact the United States already had tensions threatening war with Japan and that the United States knew about the Pearl Harbor attack. On August 14, 1941, the United States of America issued an Ultimatum Declaration of War to the Japanese government. In this Ultimatum, the government told Japan that they were not allowed to invade their neighboring countries, although they were already in Vietnam. If they did not abide by this declaration, the United States would find that a sufficient reason to engage in combat. One problem with the ultimatum stood; the document did not include a time frame as to when the United States would engage in war.
 On November 20, 1941, Japan sent its reply in the form of an Ultimatum Declaration of War. They asked that the United States resume the shipment of supplies, mainly petroleum products such as aviation fuel, to Japan, and that no troops would be sent to the Southwest Pacific, mainly the Philippines. They also wanted the troops already in the Philippines to be removed. If the United States did not comply by November 29, 1941, Japan would wage on war on them. When the United States did not do as they had asked, Japan began planning an attack on Pearl Harbor. 
 On December 7,1941, Japan sent an encoded Declaration of War, announcing an attack on Pearl Harbor. Our personnel decoded this message and knew that the attack was coming. We had to conceal the fact that we knew Japan's secret code and the only way to do this was to make the Pearl Harbor attack a success. That morning the Secretary of State stayed out of his office so that he could claim to have not known. The aircraft carriers were not on "Battleship Row" at the time, so it was the best time for an attack. Military strategists figured that only aerial torpedoes could hurt our battleships. Aerial torpedoes needed 60 feet of water to successfully bomb a ship, and Pearl Harbor is only 30 feet deep. And yet somehow the Japanese managed to torpedo four ships (only 1 bomb destroys a ship). But the problem still remained as to when we should let Japan know that we could read their code.
  Meanwhile, America had passed the Selective Training and Service Act, commonly known as the draft. It was renewed by only one vote in the House of Representatives because America was experiencing an Isolationist movement, mainly in the mid-West. Also at the time, America did not pay soldiers very much for participating in the war. 
In Europe, the French had built the Maginot Line, a concrete reinforcement to protect her from German invasion. However, Germany went through Belgium and attacked France in the one place she wasn’t guarded. During the invasion, over a million soldiers were trapped at Dunkirk. Miraculously, a million soldiers are saved, leaving behind their equipment in the escape. Fortunately, under the Lend-Lease Act, the United States provided Britain and France with old World War I weapons. 
Meanwhile, in the Philippines the troops McArthur had trained in the Philippines were released, leaving only the 250,000 troops form America in the Philippines. The troops begin to run out of food. It is predicted to last until May, but even at one-third rations food ran out in April. Japan attacks and the soldiers are forced to surrender due to starvation. This happened because Japan had employed the siege strategy of cutting off their supplies.
 American military strategy was to let the Japanese know about our ability to decode their messages at an attack they had planned on the Philippines from Formosa. The United States sent the world’s largest air force to Formosa. The World War II bombers could fly at 25,000 feet in the air, and General McArthur ordered that the bombers be sent without bombs so that they could fly even higher. We decided that we would fly our planes above their planes and shoot them down from above, but the weather was not on our side. The day of the attack Formosa was completely fogged in. U.S. airplanes went up at the scheduled time, 5 a.m. to prepare for the attack at 7a.m., but after flying for several hours, the pilots were forced to land and refuel. While they were refueling, the Japanese attack began, as it was now clear enough to see. Japan attacks and is still left unaware of our power to decipher their code. Mr. Kumamoto prophesied that the war might have ended if the weather held up. 
When McArthur's troops were captured from the Philippines as Prisoners of War, America needed a way to protect them and get them back, as Japan had no resources to keep them and were threatening them with death. They had agreed however, to protect hostages one for one. So, America has a need for Japanese hostages to enforce the protection of American Prisoners of War. They looked to the immigrants living on their own soil. People of Japanese ancestry were forced to move into internment camps limited to only what they could carry. Mr. Kumamoto pointed out that, "In retrospect, these were very harsh conditions." Residents in Hawaii who had been denied citizenship were the primary target for these assembly centers. In reality, without a declaration of martial law, the Army has no legal authority over civilians, and as such this maneuver was illegal. The government called the act for the "defense of the country" for the duration of the war.
 Assembly centers followed the Geneva Convention, but people from your own country are not really hostages. Mr. Junji Kumamoto lived in an internment camp located at Santa Anita racetrack. The interned were forced to live in barracks with maximum security everywhere. A double fence towering at 20 feet with barbed wire and guard towers, armed with ammunition and searchlights, kept the imprisoned in. If a prisoner got too close to the fence the armed guards could shoot them, without any punishment. Some families were broken up, and children born in America were sent back to Japan as hostages. The general public in America supported the army’s act but they were unaware of the events and the internment camps were remote from most of the public. 
Soon, America had a need for more soldiers. Mr. Junji Kumamoto was drafted as a replacement for the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, which would become the most decorated unit in military history. This was a violation of the Geneva Convention, as hostages cannot be drafted into an army. Mr. Kumamoto had mixed feelings about this. He was a loyal citizen, but he also recognized that the country that imprisoned him was now forcing him to fight for it.
In 1988, Congress gives the survivors of the internment camps $20,000 each, totaling approximately $1.2 Billion. The government found the order of the internment camps to be a result of racial prejudice, war hysteria, and a failure of political leadership. Mr. Kumamoto accepted this redress because it proved that what had happened to him was wrong. And yet, Congress never apologized for what they did. They forced the President to apologize, and even spread the blame to the American people, but never apologized themselves. The American children who were sent to Japan were denied the redress that Congress had given the others. Mr. Kumamoto has tried to help these people, but is finding it difficult. Reports about the internment camps came from the army. Some classified documents are still not available and the Japanese victims could no re-examine the evidence by the army. 
  He now sees the war on Iraq a bit differently than the way the media does. Propaganda tells us it was a necessary action. He realizes that although they have told us they thought Iraq had weapons of mass destruction, none were found and that we were "still looking." Mr. Kumamoto knows that a country who occupies another country controls the oil by using the fear of weapons. He told us to remember one thing, "You will eventually learn that everything you have been told or learned is not necessarily true. When the time comes, you have to decide for yourself." Today, he lives in Riverside, California, near the University of California, Riverside. He has four children and eight grandchildren.

