Lloyd Dodd American Hero


“I find it ironic that I got home and my friends are still there. Lying face down in the dirt.” –Lloyd Dodd. 

Lloyd Dodd was in the Korean War, he served 21 years in the service.  A true hero of the war.  He was in the 1st division, also the 2nd United States Marine corp. He was on the frontline of all the battles he was in.  He was wounded in a battle, hit in the leg “bullet entered the size of a pen exited the size of a coffee cup.”  He was out of the war for about three years at which he was enrolled in a school. He would attend school for three years. He was put back in the frontline after a lot of rehabilitation.  Started in July, was injured in September. He stated the warfare was incredibly tough. The climate in Vietnam posed the major problem to him and the many others in the division. The climate would always be at the extreme, either cold, or hot.

He remembered the war with excruciating detail.  He mentioned that he has absolutely no regrets of entering the war. “I would do it again, no question.” He stated when asked the question if he would do it again.  Fighting in the invasion of Korea he felt that he had a job to do, not to be called a hero.  He had a job to do, as if a teacher or lawyer they have jobs to do, he did is, quite well. He knew many people in the war, few that came back.  It was really hard he said to make friends because you did not know if they were going to be there tomorrow. He never had any moral argument with himself about the fact he had to kill someone, did it no questions. 

He stated that to many people that his knowledge was that the depression was still going on until the bombing of Pearl Harbor. “The depression was going on until the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, times got much better, but of course at the expense of Americans.”  Toughest time he had which I of course thought was a very scary part of the war if I was in it, was when he was shot in the leg.  His first commander General Craig, was in charge of many raids was a very strong leader. “The leadership during the war was very good, operation was incredible.” His second leader, Commander Ramon Muray was also a strong leader, he befriended both Generals during there service time.

He also stated that a common fact is World War 2 is the last war we won.  How many people hated the Japanese at the time was very high, many people lied about their age to get into the Marines to destroy the opposition. When he was retired from the service, he received many, many awards and medals for his extreme patronage in the war.  His personal thought about the comparison of 9/11 to 12/7 was very forceful. “I think hat 12/7 was much more tragic then 9/11. The media in 12/7 was not as blown up as it was in 9/11.”

He is a true hero of the war era. A person that has no doubts and a job to do.  He was a person of vast pride in the U.S.A.
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