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King High Remembers
	In the past and present there has been war. To know what really actually 
happened and to get the best perspective of what happened during war is to speak 
    to  survivors, veteran and heroes of the past wars . We had the great privilege to meet and interview  Army veteran Manuel Alvarez a  peace time soldier during the Korean War.  
The Korean War occurred between June 25, 1950 and July 27, 1953.  Korea was divided by the post-World War II Soviet and American occupation zones, with other large countries on either sides. The war began when South Korea invaded  North Korea in 1950 and ended as a stalemate between the two sides in 1953. North and South .Korea existed as provisional governments competing for control over the Korean peninsula after the Division of Korea. The biggest support of  North Korean communists was the People's Republic of China, which were supported by Soviet combat advisors, military pilots, and weapons. South Korea was supported by United Nations  forces,  
mainly the United States.  


	"All good men cry, and they tell me am a good man." quote Manuel Alvarez 
squad leader for the U.S Army. Born in Corona and raised in Riverside Alvarez grew up around the military influence. Quite a few of his uncles were enlisted in the military and showed him the ropes of what to expect when he would enlist  While in high school Alvarez wanted to be in the army and travel. At the young age of 19 and fresh out of high school Alvarez and his friend made the huge decision to join the United States army. in the end after their testing and all the health inspections, Manuel was the only one who actually passed all the test and made it through.  He now had to face a this new and challenging experience by himself. As he entered the military he received 2 trainings, He was sent to Fort Ord on Monterey bay in California where he completed the first of his training. After he was done there he was sent to Oklahoma to complete his second training. With this training one learns skills, such as: self defense, discipline, leadership, communication, and common sense. 
When he first entered  he wanted to go to Germany. He received news he was going over seas but to Korea he was still very excited. So it was off to Korea, leaving his family far behind. They stationed him in Demilitarized zone (DMZ) separator between North and South Korea .One of his jobs, most important, was to make sure the north didn’t invade the south and keep the peace. Alvarez also operated cranes loading missals and made sure the equipment was up to date and in best conditions. He did not go out in combat and  did not lose many friends because they were in a peace zone, but there were a few accidents.  In one occasion there was a jeep bombing and couple of men he knew died, “War is like playing a chest game with real human lives” said Alvarez .  Even though times where tough there where always letters from home is this letters tied him over until he returned home. After two years his service was over. Even though he was doing such a great thing, being away from his family was still tough on him. He tried not to think of his family that he missed  and in his free time he , lifted weights, went to town a lot, pulled pranks in the barracks,  got involved and learned about the Korean culture, Alvarez even attended a Korean wedding. Though these new experiences and new people, he had while in the service, he was able to become best of friends with someone he usually would not have. One of Alvarez close friend had to leave back home, so when a new guy, David James, he had a bias against him. This guy would try to hard to fit in and came on to strong;  Alvarez did not like him at all. Eventually they grew to be . Originally Alvarez signed up for two years in the army but his stay was extended six months over. When it was finally time for him to leave for home it was hard for him to say goodbye to his friends, his jobs, and his experience. He made a lot of friends in Korea that went to see 
him when he left .

	On his trip home there was a little trouble actually getting there. After departing from the plan in Los Angels there was no bus for him to take back to riverside. It took hours for a bus to be available due to all the bus strikes. Once he did make it home he was warmly welcomed home by his family. Shortly after, he met his wife and was married at the age of 23. Alvarez was a returned veteran, he attended night school at Valley College and went on to working in aerospace he here dose what hw issues. he has worked on combat planes for 37 years. During their marriage of forty- one years they had one son, three daughters, and a total of eight grandchildren. Tragically one of their grandchildren died in a car accident when he was very young. Alvarez has transformed into a better person and went home with more than what he had left. 
Unfortunately he and his friend  David James did not  stay in touch after the service, but Manuel will definitely never forget his best buddy from Pennsylvania. To Manuel it was more than being in the army, it was a growing life experience. Life is about finding that you are and what type of person you are. 
One of Manual’s biggest accomplishments he said was being in the military and 
learning who he is. He helped the Korean people and embraced them with nothing 
to gain, but now I see he gained the most. By entering the military he became 
humble, there for the needy, developed mercy, the ability to not only talk to the 
people but to project to them, gained a sense of self awareness and was able to 
balance out this thing we call life. The noble step to join the army will forever be 
remembered. 

