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	Manuel Alvarez, a  veteran of Korea, was born in Corona, California. His family then lived in Arlington, California where he was raised on the streets of Indiana and Van Buren. When he was being brought up, his grandparents were very strict with him so he would be better prepared for his life ahead of him. He was and still is a very religious man which would be his main duty in life that would help guide him through the service and the rest of his life. He told us to follow a set of guidelines to succeed in life one of them being to always know God is right there to help you get over a barrier that you may face in your life. He feels that he was just a servant of God and he is just here on Earth to basically promote the word of God to whomever may need guidance in life.
	Once he had finished his high school years he was planning to go to college, but his friend from high school had an idea of joining the marines and eventually Manuel Alvarez had agreed to go through with it. After Manuel and Chuck went through all of the tests, Manuel had gotten in but his friend had not. He had originally signed up to be a member of the Marines, but they had told him that he was to short to be in the Marines so then was transfered over to the U.S. Army where he was accepted and stayed at. Once he got accepted into the U.S. Army, he soon realized that the system of the service had been pretty tough to adjust to for most people, but there was really nothing he could not handle because of how tough his grandparents were on him when he was being brought up. All in all he had felt he wanted to serve his country that he lives for and wanted to keep it save with his help.
	The beginning days of Manuel Alvarez's life in the service were very tough but due to the preperation of his grandparents, he was able to develope and emunity towards the life of the Army. He said to himself, " If you wanted to be in a man's war you had to be a man," and he just felt good overall to serve for the country he lived for. During his boot camp days, he learned the basic training which included how to become a soldier, how to use a weapon, first aid, and how to use the equipment so he was prepared for any gaseous situations. When he was going through his training he was located in Fort-Ord, California. When he was going through training, he just said that whatever was put in front of him, no matter how small or how large, he will be able to overcome that object with very little struggle. Overall, Manuel Alvarez was a very strong minded man when it come's to a tough situation.
	Throughout his time in the service, he was stationed first in Fort-Ord, second was Fort-Sill in Oklahoma, then in Fort-Louis Washington, and then eventually was stationed in Korea for the rest of his time. Some of his jobs were transporting missiles to the launchers and he put them into the launcher which was not an easy task at all, being on guard duty, patrolling the DMZ, maintaining his vehicle, and continuing his training. Even though he did not see any combat while in the Army, he had to still keep the peace by not allowing anyone across the line of their camp. Being on guard duty, he had seen many things that had not been told to the public which could have been very interesting to some of the people in the world. Some of Manuel's most memorable experiences in the service included a time where his friend had flipped over his Jeep because he decided to experiment with the Jeep since he had previous been an unofficial race car driver. Also when he was stationed at Fort-Louis, he went to get some rest at one o'clock in the morning, but instead of sleeping in the designated shelter for resting , he went and slept in his truck which was called a "duece and a half." Then he gets woken up by the sound of a tank outside and he realized that the tank had rolled over the shelter's which having slept in his truck was very fortunate.
	Even though Manuel Alvarez did not see any combat, he still performed pre-combat rituals which were his training that he had completed, knowing that he was a soldier, knowing he was conbat ready, and his leader would scream to all the men, " Who are you? The dead or the alive," so they would be amped up for any situation. He did not really need any good luck charms when he was in the Army because he had his prayers and he knew God was on his side to help him get through it at all times. There were some stressfu periods in the Army, but there was nothing really to large that he could not handle since he did have God to keep his emotions in balance and he never let anything get to him. He also said that there may have been descrimination that took place in the military, but he never really saw it. In the military, you are all one whole forgetting about the race you are and you are all in the military for the same purpose.
	While in the U.S. Army, there were many things that were able to take place to provide the men with entertainment. Some the things that provided Manuel Alvarez with entertainment had included when he went on pass to Korean villages, talking Korean with some of the local people in the villages, visited stores in the villages, on Sunday's he watched television on a rather small t.v. for only an hour, ate some Korean food that was pretty good when it was fresh, and he was able to learn enough Korean to carry out a short simple coversation when he visited the people of the villages. When he went on leave he would do his R&R in Japan. During his time in the service, he travelled to California, Oklahoma, Washington, the Pacific, and then, where he would later be stationed, in Korea. Even in the army, the men were still about to have a nice laugh or two which was accomplished by a prank here or there. One of the pranks that would be pulled was that when someone would go in town on pass, the men that stayed would take the persons bunk out of the barracks and hide it, so the guy coming back from pass would have to spend the night trying to find it. 
	From Manuel Alvarez's time in the Army he was able to form a friendship with a guy named David James. He had also had friendships with many Korean people of both genders, who share the same culture as we do in America except they have their own specail touch to it. While in the Army he was rawarded a  letter of accomadation for his one mission in Korea. For example, when he was coming back from a mission, it began to rain and the river, that was the place for all the equipment, soon filled with water and the equipment floated down the river. He had saved the G.I's due to the fact that he still had his truck with flood lights and he was the only person capable of completing the task. On the final day of his service, he was excited yet sad bacuse he was finally coming home but he said he is going to miss Korea and friends. He had said," The Army was a way of life," once he had been on the final day of his service.
	After Manuel Alvarez's days in the United States Army, he had began working at Aerospace, where he continued working for over thirty years, he got married to his wife, had his children to make his own family of his own, decided to go back to school, and he even still see's his old friend Chuck all the time and he jokes with him about how he got into the service and Chuck had not. When Manuel went back to school, it was made possible because of the GI bills, but he later had to drop out because he was always getting called up by Aerospace due to mechanical problems that occured with the machine's. He used to be involved in some veteran's organization, but does not participate anymore. There are not really any reunions that take place because all of the veteran's are to far seperated to have everyone get together.
	Since being a part of the Army, he has learned many things that will help him through the rest of his life. Even though Manuel had already had stability in life, the service just strengthened it that much more to allow him to become successful in whatever he wishes to do. He enjoyed all the traveling and learning the different cultures that it had turned him into an even better man. Being in the Army had given him an ability that many people are unable to gain or accomplish no matter how much work they put into it. Manuel feels that in some cases the military has changed, but in the aspect of war it is still the same. He said," War is war." With his life now, he writes in journals on what he reads from his scriptures and even discusses them over the phone with one of his friends. All in all, Manuel's life had been affected in a positive manner in the point that he was able to become a better more from his grandparents and then the Army.

